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DON FELIX D’AZARA. 


The circumstailce of not the slightest sk|j^ch,of the 
illustrious subject of our present Memoir having 
hitherto' appeared in the English tongue, affords 
sufficient inducement for our endeavouring tojpr^ 
sent a short account of^his life for the gratification 
of our readers. Other considerations, however, 
scarcely less powerful, also influence us. Though 
the name of Azara must be familiar to man^^ the 
circumstances of his chequered and tbnourable his- 
tory are known but to few. fie was a Spanish 
soldier, who, from a variety of incidents, was long 
detained in the deepest recesses of the South Ame- 
rican provinces ; and whilst there, actively employed 
in the public service of his country, he most merito- 
riously injproved his singular opportunities, and, self- 
taught, earned !«(hat reputation as a I^aturalist for 
which he is so distinguished. Sojne accouiit„ther? 
fore, of his eventful life, and his interesting writings, 
can scarcely fail to meet with^a welcome reception* 
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Don Felix d'Azaba bom at Barbunales, 
near Balbastro, in the province of Aragon, in Spain, 
on the 18ih of May, in the ^ear 1746. Ilfs parents, 
Alexander d'Azara and Marie de Perera, spent a 
rural life, on their own propert}’’, far removed from 
, the more agitatihg scenes of the world, contented 
and hapny in their retirement, •'lliey had two sons, 
whos^ early education they superintended, ere they 
sent them to the neighbouring seminaries ; whence 
they were speedily called to cn[>agc in public life, 
where, in their several departments, they both ac- , 
quired very considerable honour and listinction. 

Don Febx first studied in the unwersity of IIu- 
esca, and was then sent to the military academy of 
Barcelona. During the course of liis education, he 
‘<carcely revisited his paternal roof. A few days 
previous to his birth, his brother, Don Joseph Nico- 
las, who was then fifteen years of age, had been 
sent to the university of Salamanca. Thus the 
brothers never met till the year 1765, when Don 
Nicolas having cbtained, through the influence of 
the minister, liicardos, the situation of Agent of the 
king to the court of Home in certain ecclesiastical 
matters, passed through Barcelona, and first saw, 
and scarcely more than saw, his brother. They 
were then again separated for the long period of 
thirty-five years. 

A year before this interview, at the, age of eighteen, 
lion Felix had commenced his military career, and 
had been appointed cadet (that is, a gentleman 
volunteer, acting as a common soldier, to learn the 
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art of fvar) in the^ Galician regiment of infantry, 
on the J.st Septombej, 1764. On the 3d November-j 
1 767, he was gazetted ensign in the engineer cor|)s ; 
and on the 28th September, 1775, he was promoted 
to the raI^k of lieut^ant. 

It^was when holding this rank, tliat he bore-a - 
part in the Spanish s^itack ujjpn Algiers. Among 
the first of those who disembarked, he was struck by 
a large ball, of copper, and was left as dead upon the 
spot. The aite^itions^ ho\jpver, of a friend, and the 
boldness of a sailor, who extracted the ball witydi^* 
knife, reviwi? him ; but he afterwards c^xpcrienced 
no common degree of suffering, and eref^ong the third 
part of one of his ribs was extracted. Five years 
elapsed before the wound was healed, and five years 
later it again broj^e out in America, wd^^n 
tional portion of the rib was discharged. On the 5th 
of February, 1776, he attained the rank of captain. 

The* following year, the courts of Spain and 
Portugal, which w^ere alw’^ays aj;, ;v\^ar concerning 
the limits of their respective^possessions in South 
America, having fixed the basis of a treaty, which 
, was speedily afterwards ratified, commissioners w’crc 
appointed by both parties, to detennine on the 
spot the limits of the tw’o countries, coiifonnably 
to the conditions of the treaty. “ Being at St. Se- 
bastian,” says 6on Felix, in 1761 ^ with the rank 

of lieutcnantVoloncl of engineers, I received jjAi- 
ring the night, an o/Ser from* the Gener3.1, set ^ 
off immediately for Lisbon, there to present myself 
to our ambassador. I sct% off ^t daybreak, with- 
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out my books or baggage, ani arrived safely at 
Ely destination. The ambassador informed me I 
was now to be despatched to South America, with 
Joseph Verela and two other officers, engaged in 
tlie same commission, and concerning tlie particulars 
of *which the viceroy of Buenos Ayres would inform 
us. To this last city we were to proceed without 
delay, and we embarked immediately in a Portu- 
guese vessel, being at war with England, and arrived 
saf(?ly at Bio Janeiro I took out^wHli me a de- 
®p 9 tch which was to] be opened under the line, and 
which informed me that the king hacJ (inferred on 
me the rank captain in the navy, it being judged 
right that all the commissioners should be marine 
officers." From Rio Janeiro they again speedily 
Monte Video, where they met with 
the viceroy, and received their particular instructions. 
In conjunction with the Portuguese commissioners, 
they were to fix, in terms of the preliminary treaty 
of peaefe’ of 1777 the line of demarcation of the 
respective parties, the sea, not far from the 
mouth of La Plata, to beyond the junction of the 
Quapore and Mamore, where they together form 
the Madera, a tributary of the mighty Amazon, — a 
stretch from about the thirty-fifth to the eleventh 
degree of south latitude. Thic immense line of 
frontier was divided into five parts; Vcrela was 
ap5(.:‘»nted to the two southern, whilsW;he next two 
weroftissfgnej to Az&ra. ^ 

“ After this,” says Azara, “ the viceroy sent me 
alone to the great ^jiverSan Pedro, a distance^ not 
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much Uiort of £ve hundred miles, to the capital o/ 
the province of the %anic name, that I might con- 
cert, with the Portuguese general, the best nt^ihod 
of commencing and conducting our labours. After 
havii^g performed fliis service, on thfl very night j: 
of my return to^tho Plata, I was ordered to set 
oflF as soon as possible* to Assuftiption, the capital of 
Paraguay, to dnakc the necessary preparations for 
the Portuguese commissioners. The Spanish engi- 
neers soon completed the^task assigned to them ; 
but as thdt Portuguese, by the strict exocutioif*oi* 
the treaty, Would have been oblige^ to^ abandon 
the districts which they occupied, they sought every 
occasion to delay as long as possible the termination 
of their labours, and to elude the tenngy)f thoirj^P v 
gagement.” In all Hhis, instead of being ctecked, 
they were decidedly assisted by the carelessness and 
culpable connivance of the Spanish governors. All 
this placed Don Felix in a very distressing position, 
in which, however, he was dctonnmed not passively 
to succumb, and if he oouldT not employ himself 
usefully in one w'ay, he resolved to do so in another. 

“ Becoming now,” says he, “ acquainted wdth their 
artifices, and perceiving that instead of promoting 
the settlement of the limits, their object was to pro- 
long the openftion indefinitely, by all kinds of 
delays, by appeals to Europe, ana by the ^bt 
groundless and ridiculous pretexts, 1 1lethoiiigl|t me ^ 
how I might best improve the long delays wliich 
were in this way occasioned ; and conceiving that 
the viceroys would neither grant*me their permission 
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nor their help, in the fear that 1 should ahfise their 
condescendence, I resolved t6 follow out ihy own 
scheme, and to take the whole responsibility upon 
myself ; personally meeting also all the. attendant 
expenses, and travelling vrithout their leave, while 
at the same time I did not for a noment lose sight 
of the grand object Witli whi6h I was intrusted. 

The scheme to which Azara here alludes, and 
which ho determined if possible to execute, was 
nothing else than a complete dtlineation and de- 
'j^iption of the vast Spanish domini(^iS(' in the cen- 
tral parts of South America, compreheiAing a region 
of about fifteen hundred miles in length and about 
nine hundred in breadth. Tnie, he had now attained 
*jthe meridian of his days, and 'nearly twenty^ years 
had* been spent in the varieck duties of a soldiers 
life; he had acquired a more than usual share of 
rank and distinction, and on this he might have 
satisfactorily reposed, contented with the consci- 
entious dischai^ge of that honourable commission 
with which he was Jbtrusted. But views so limited 
were wholly alien to his tastes and disposition. 
Placed in a continent so much unknowfi to science, 
and where his curiosity was every day provoked 
by some new wonder, he could not remain at rest, 
nor allow the occasion to escape without attempt- 
ing to improve it. Deeply conscious of his want 
of 'preliminary qualificatioiyi, he yet determined 
to ho what he could; and his history affords a 
fine example of wdiat a person of ordinary educa- 
tion and intelligent^ me^ achieve, by dint of stoadi- 
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ness ant perseverance, llis plan, which was laid 
upon a* broad basis, ^ seems to have been devised 
with great wisdom, as it was executed with much 
success. The special duty on which he was en- 
gagc^, naturally quSlified him for geographical in- 
Testigatims^ and ibis first object, in addition to his 
labour on the boundailes, was^to ascertain with all 
possible accurs^y the geographical relations of those 
vast regions which ho had occasion to traverse, and 
which were fiearly unknown. * With this laborious 
undertaking, he associated others scarcely less^x* 
tensive. The phyelcal and moral coMtion of the 
inhabitants^ including the native Indians, the de- 
scendants of the Spanish conquerors, and the mixed 
breeds, in their varitd social and political relations.^ 
was scarcely a lesft interesting inquiry. ^o"?hes^ic 
added histO}ical investigations of the public records 
of the countries, and a critical examination, on the 
spot, of the popular accounts. And, finalljj, he de- 
termined to survey the whol^ rSngo of animated 
nature, including the quadnJ|)eds, birds, reptiles, 
fishes, and insects of the continent, which alone has 
• obtained fdt him a distinguished name as a Zoolo- 
gist ; while he did not forget the kindred branches 
of meteorology, geology, and botany. These were 
wide fields, over which the best educated modem 
naturalists could scarcely venture to* expatiate, but 
which Azara, unprep^d as he was, deterpimglfto 
cultivate as best he could. In these various pur- 
suits, ho has been classed with the Baron de Hum- 
boldt ; and the comparison is Che more creditable. 
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when we consider his different circumstances and 
education. “ Amidst the mc^norable evenfe,” says 
Walckenaer, “ which distinguish the history of the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, the peaceable 
annals of science will not forgelb the sudden revolu- 
tion which has been effected in wir knowledge of 
South America, an^ the nafiies of Humboldt and 
Azara will be placed at the head of this interesting 
recital.” For twenty years he was engaged in those 
varied and noble pursuits, and t© the^rcsults of his 
tSKiurs we must now bespeak attentioji. Though 
wc may be ^ble to produce but littl^ concerning 
Azara's personal history, yet if it be true that the 
Handiwork of the painter and sculptor may be ap- 
pealed to gs their memorials, surely with not less 
justice Nve may direct attention to the patient in- 
quiries and matured thoughts of the busy student of 
Nature 8 works, and maintain that in them “ he has 
weaved, for himself the wreath of his glory.” 

We may heffe ht />nce enumerate the works pub- 
lished by Azara, which are more remarkabto for 
their importance than their number. The first were 
two works, in his native tongue, on the natural 
history of the Spanish provinces in South Ame- 
rica, the former, in two volumes^ on the Mammalia ; 
and the latter, in three, devoted ^o Ornithology. 
Several years afterwai;ds, he J)ublished his other 
work, somewhat more miscsllaneous perhaps, but 
still more important, under the title of Voyages dans 
TAmerique Meridionale^ in which are included his 
investigations on the climate of t|\ose regions, « and 
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the othdlr interesting topics before enumerated. This 
work, "^ich was pulJlishcd in French, was accom- 
panied by a valuable atlas, of twenty-five plates, 
containing the maps illustrative of his geographical 
laboiyrs, and the pldns of towns, rivers, and har- 
bours, the result his statistical inquiries ; as also 
a considerable number* of admil^able plates of those 
animals and birds which were least known. This 
work was superintended by his brother Nicolas, at 
that time aiift>assado> from tlds court of Madrid to 
that of Frjftice, and by the well knowu natuirarj&iif 
Walckcnaer, who seems to have perfo^ed his part 
of the task with great fidelity and care. To these 
volumes be subjoined the Natural History of the 
Province of Cochabamba, on the eastern 8loi>es of 
the Andes, drawTi ftp by the German^ ntfturi^ist 
Tadoo Ilaenk ; and wdiich contained much nery 
and important matter. 

We must now trace our autho/s footsteps in 
those various investigations aniJL ljd)durs, the results 
of which are contained in his \fritings ; and though 
the outline we can give of these productions must 
^ be alight, ahd our exposition too much like bringing 
a brick whereby to display the character of th^ edi- 
fice, yet it will at once appear that Azara was no 
common man, and that having been placed in ex- 
tremely favourable circumstances, he Improved them 
far beyond what coul4 have been supposed jiossfiSle, 

On the important mission which was the occasion 
of his long residence in these regions,' we will not 
dwell longer thap to say, that Yiotwithstanding all 
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the vexatious obstacles and delays which vferc from 
‘^time to time thrown in his wfty, yet in thcMong run 
he so completely succeeded in establishing his cha- 
racter as a faithful and efficient public officer, that 
on his return to his native labd, he was hoijoured 
with new and still more marked 4 )roofs of the liigh 
estimation in which he was held by the supreme 
government of his country. 

Azara’s zeal in improving the geography of the 
provinces must not be passed over id so cursory a 
Sb!;«nner. From the extreme jealousy ^of both the 
Spanish and^ Portuguese govennnents,* this impor- 
tant department was in an exceedingly imperfect 
state; and such investigations as had been made, 
were concealed with as much <i^re as if the safi‘ty of 
tH^^stale depended upon such concealment. Thus the 
great map of South America, which was prepared 
in Madrid in the year 1775, remained long unpub- 
lished, ^and was scarcely ever allowed to be seen ; 
and certain maf>s , which the celebrated d'Anville 
prepared at Paris, ‘were WTcsted from his hands 
before they were finished. Hence the best maps 
of the time abounded with errors, and w’cre very' 
far Ipdeed from offering any thing like an exact 
representation of these countries. 

Perfectly acquainted with thesa circumstances, 
Azara writes, “ The principal object of my long 
add repeated joumies was tq prepare an exact map 
of ^e provinces. This lay in my department, and 
1 possessed the necessary instruments. Accordingly, 
I never travelled without two opccellent reflecting 
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telescop6| of Halley, and an artificial horizon. Wher- . 
ever I w«s, even in t’^e camp, I took the latitude 
every day at noon, and every night, by means of 
the sun and stars. My compass was furnished with 
sights, and I often verified the variation by compar- 
ing the azimuth w^ith the results of my calculations^ 
and solar observations. • To render my chart more 
exact, and to adjust the meridians to that of Paris ; 
I made many observations of the immersion and 
emersion of ekipRcy s ^^atellite^ of solar eclipses, 
and of the oscultation of the stars by the moon, ..1 
Monte Video, Buenos Ayres, Corrientes, and As- 
sumption, and it was according to these results that 
I fixed my degrees of longitude.” 

The extent of these surveys was prodigious. In 
regard to the geognapkical investigations, ou-^hi6h 
we are now more especially dwelling, they ex- 
tended, as already mentioned, to about fifteen hun- 
dred miles by nine hundred; and in respect to 
some other of his inquiries, they x&ached over a 
much wider range. In his chapter on climate, he 
remarks, ‘‘ These limits include a very irregular 
surface, whose geographic limit sdone extends seven 
hundred and twenty leagues, with a mean breadth 
of two hundred, an extent nearly equal to the whole 
of Europe. 1 have not myself traversed the whole 
of this last space, but the information 1 have pro- 
cured may be depended on” We are not, hqwevrf, 
to contemplate him as working single-handed, ilis 
rank and appointments enabled him to avail himself 
of th (4 services of many assoi^ateoand ofiGicers of in- 
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ferior rank, and these he tnrtied to the bf^t advan- 
tage. It is interesting to o?''servc how anxious he 
invariably was to assign to all and every one of these, 
by name,, their full share in the final result. 

The mc^thod in which Azara carried on these de- 
‘ tails was as follows. He suj^lied himself with 
considerable quantities of brandy, glass heads, rib- 
bons, knives, and other trifles, to conciliate the 
good-will of the Savages^ as they are called. His 
personal baggage consisted qf % few 'clothes, a little 
__2'^fFee and salt, and, for his folio wen?, a little to- 
bacco and Paraguay plant. His siiite had nothing 
more than "what they carried upon their persons. 
They were, however, accompanied by a great num- 
ber of horses, as they require^ to be well mounted : 
^ley lutfd also a number of tirg^ dogs. TIic party 
rose an hour before sunrise, and breakfasted. They 
then collected their horses, which had often wan- 
dered to a distance ; and releasing the one they had 
employed for„tl c last twenty- four hours, every man 
selected a new one; They tlien set olton their route 
two hours after sunrise. As there were no traces of 
roads in these wilS countries, the guide, who was 
most to be trusted, and who was kept solitary, 
that his attention might not he distracted, led the 
way by about three hundred paces. He was fol- 
lowed by the rday horses, and the body of the 
party brought up the rear. In this fashion they 
continued, without stopping, till two hours before 
sunset. When among hostile tribes, the order of 
march was scmcwliat altered. The partyg then 
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advanced ^nly during ^he night, scouts were sent 
forward t^ reconnoitre the route ; two patrolea went 
in advance on each side of the party, all of whom 
maintained their own places, and had their arms 
ready. Notwithstanding these precautions, M. Azara 
was often attacked, and frequently lost several of 
his men. , , 

In halting, the neighbourhood of a stream was 
generally preferred. Two parties were then imme- 
diately despatahed the one t(>, procure wood for 
‘fuel; the oth^r, wild cows, for provender, or tam^ 
if more at hand. •Failing these, frequently the arma- 
dillo was found in quantity sufficient to ^pply their 
wants ; and >^’hen this could not be procured, they 
resorted to their stock of rolled strips of beef, dried 
in the sun, according t) the fashion of the'*«»»ntry#n 
Previous to bivouacking, it was always necessary 
to take precautions against the numerous serpents 
which abounded. This was done by causing the 
horses, crowded within the space,, t^ tread® down 
every thing under their feet. Worn this operation 
the reptiles attempted to escape, and many were 
^destroyed; whilst frequently some of the horses 
were bitten, and fell victims to the poison. The 
only couch of the travellers was the earth, covered 
with an ox-hide.^ During the night, every one kept 
his horse as near him as possible, that he might 
escape from the attack of wild beasts, or other en<v 
mies, whose approach was always announced d)y 
their watchful dogs. When, as often happened, 
they Jialted for a longer stay these wilds, the 
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whole party erected small boC>ths, such a§,are com* 
mon in the country, and wh^h will be sullsequcntly 
described. 

But we must not dwell longer on this branch of 
our authors labours. The result may be seen, at a 
* glance, in the atlas, where we fijj^d five great maps, 
in which are delineated the provinces of Buenos 
Ayres, Paraguay, Chiquitos, Matogroso, and Cu- 
yaba, together with minute plans of the cities of 
Assumption and Buenos Ayres,, of the harbour of 
^ J^fonte Video and other ports, and of spnany of the 
settlements throughout the difiere^it parts of the 
continent. ^ 

The several chapters on the climate and winds, 
on the .soil, the rivers and harbours, and the mine* 
rcls, af King somewhat forcigin tp our work, may be 
passed with slight notice. The climate, in such an 
extent of country, is of course various. Upon the 
whole it is damp, by which is meant that much 
rain fails ; an<^l ^ct it is very healthy. “ No coun- 
try," Azara writes^ can be more healthy ; even 
the neighbourhood of marshes and inundated dis- 
tricts, which are common, in no degree injures the* 
general health," Azara himself, during his whole 
residence, was not a day sick. Thunder storms axe 
very frequent, — Ten times, I should say, more 
frequent than in Spain. Many were killed in Para- 
guay by lightning, during my stay ; and during a 
sii^le ^torm, within the limits of the town of 
Buenos- A3rres, thirty-seven thunderbolts fell, and 
nineteen persons ^eie destroyed." , 
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Under tlie head of viinerals, an account is given 
of what Ivould naw ^fniversally be regarded as a • 
meteoric stone, but the true character of which, at 
the time, was quite unknown. In bulk, it was cal- 
culated to contain aboftit 470 cubic feet. The first of 
these Stones which attracted particular attention, as 
elsewhere noticed m the Natur^ilist’s Libmiy, was 
discovered nearly at the antipodes, and was brought 
into notoriety by the eminent Pallas. The mass 
before us shojiitl)^ S'ftor attract^ attention. Some 
notice was taken ^it in the 78th volume of 
Philosophical Tfansactions, and its constitution was 
cjxamined by Proust in the Journal de^hy^iqm for 
1799 . Azara's account of the immense rivers which 
drain these countries is peculiarly ample and inte- 
resting. The wat(^i|l3 Aih We 

shall allude only to his notice of the one on the 
Paiana, which afterwards, changing its name, be- 
comes La Plata, Near the fall the river is very 
dcH^p, and is 12,600 feet across.^ ^Suddefily the 
breadth is reduced to* the spalUe of 180 feet, and 
in these circumstances the whole mass precipitates 
* itself wdth irresistible fury. It falls 52 feet, in a 
plane inclined at an angle of 50 degrees with the 
horizon. Azara compares this fall with the others 
he describes in South America, and with that of 
Niagara. All the otliers, he says, are inferior, as 
to the quantity of water to Niagara, and to thissof 
the Parana. But none of them can be cdmpsjred 
with this last, if we consider that it does not pre- 
(‘ipit|tc itself, like the Niagar% in a simple and 



MEMOIR OF 


nearly uniform cascade, in itsr> extent of 2226 feet, 
fbut in the form of a single ^.and enormots prism, 
full and solid^ reaching feet in all its dimen- 
sions^ % 

There are no parts of Azaj:a's works more valu- 
able in themselves, and none, we believe, ^ill be 
more generally esteemed, than t^ose which bear on 
the history of man. We allude not only to his 
historical researches and criticisms, properly so 
called, descriptive 0/ the conduct <of;the early Spa- 
nish settlers and rulers, and of the . unfortunate 
natives, though these must ever bft highly appre- 
ciated ; flor do we refer to his statistical statements, 
and to his accounts of the famous settlements of tlic 
aborigines, made at one time by the Jesuits, and 
aVanoiJaejsby the civil goven^tn^t, and which w’ill 
continue, as they have done, to command a very 
general attention ; but we apply our remark cliiefly 
to his laborious investigations concerning the natu- 
ral history of mj.n, eapecially of the native races, — 
with their physical and moral character, their cir- 
cumstances, habits, powers, manners, &c. Few 
were ever placed in fairer fields for investigation,, 
and few ever cultivated them with more assiduity 
and success. Some of the tribes of central America 
appear to have sunk nearly aS far down the scale of 
Imman wretchedness and ignorance as is possible, 
aij|d of these, as well as the less degraded, we have 
hese the laborious^ observation^ of a most adute 
observer. These several inquiries occupy nearly 
the whole of the seponddvolume of his French work ; 
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in advancing to wlireh, wc regret it is necessary to 
stop formn instant, afid allude to an attack upon itS 
character which, as wc conceive, has been most 
unjustly made. 

Mr. Southey, in his “ History of Bjrazil,” wlicn 
makftig the frees^ use of our author s work on the 
very different provinces of Paraguay and Buenos 
Ayres, not unfrcquently introduces such statements 
as the following . — “ What Azara says on the sub- 
ject is to be roceiVeci with greatisuspioion.” — ‘‘ Azara 
repeats a sUly charge against the Jesuits, whicli 
wishes to makfc the reader believe, though he evi- 
dently does not, and certainly coulfl not believe 
liiinself ; but it came in aid of one of his theories, 
and therefore he would not lose it." — “ Azara says 
so and so," — bui t^is I have no doubt'%!^alse# — 
(Vol. ii. 330, 343, 351.) Language such as this 
(reflecting far more on the individual who uses it 
than on him to whom it is applied), unsupported by 
the slightest proof, so far as we kaye observed, in 
any part of Mr. Southey’s massy tomes, merits, in our 
opinion, severe censure. We shall meet these grave 
charges, for the present, by merely quoting a few 
sentences from Azara’s works (written of course with- 
out any particular reference to the Poet Laureate), 
which very mu^h bear the stamp of sincerity and 
truth. In writing to his French editor, he says, “ I de- 
rive a piirticular satisfaction from labouring at ifiis 
work, animated not by the aim^nd ambition wRich 
frequently stimulates authors, viz. the desire of im- 
mortalizing themselves, buf simply by the pleasure 

VOL. II. • c 
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I derive from the thoughts of lifemg useful.”. Again, 

* I have already forgotten allf'my suffering in the 
forests ; and I shall be abundantly recompensed, if 
these sufferings can be rendered subservient to the 
information .of the public.” ‘ And once more. ‘‘ 1 
have invariably endeavoured to avoid every thing 
approaching to romance, that is, to be occupied 
more with wrds than thmg%. I have been careful 
to exaggerate alike neither the largeness, nor the 
smaUness, nor the scarcity of tobiects<^, and always 
to* employ the most suitable expression, according 
to the real character, such as I myself have seen, 
and such' as 1” verily believe it to be.” (Voy. i. xlix. 
Iv. 27 .) Many instances, we may add, of this 
integrity and simplicity of purpose occur through- 
ou<‘evei^*^art of our author's works. It is an easy 
matter for a hasty and popular writer to throw out 
disparaging insinuations ; w’hich, from their loose- 
ness and generality, it is somewhat difficult to rebut. 
This is not tke*^ place to undertake a formal de- 
fence of our author \ but other occasions, and other 
champions, will probably not be wanting ; and we 
conclude by remarking, that in no instance have w^c 
noticed that our author belies his explicit profes- 
sions of fairness and sincerity ; and we therefore trust 
that none will be misled by these hasty charges, but 
will judge for themselves, from the original docu- 
ments, and will repudiate insinuations which filch 
from Azara his fair^’fame, in a manner which is not 
more injurious than unjust. 

We consider thtft AiSura has conducted the whole 
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of his imvostigatioiw into these matters with great 
judgmem;. He thusi^introduces them to the notice 
of his readers. “Though man, and especially sa\age 
man, is an incomprehensible being, who writes not, 
spea1|p but little, an'd expresses himself in an un- 
known tongue, destitute of many words and ex- 
pressions, and though he occupies himself mainly 
with those trifling matters which his urgent wants 
require, yet as he occupies the principle and most 
interesting pHce ii^Ae description of a country, I 
shall hero dhpply some of the observations I hjH^o 
made upon a number of Indian natigns,^ whether 
free or savage, and who are not, and never liave 
been, under subjection to the Spanish or any other 
yoke. I shall not, however, dilate too much, lest 
I prove tedious, o^ resemble those, who after having 
seen half a dozen Indians upon the coast, supply a 
far more particular description than it would be 
possible for themselves to do. Besides I like not 
conjectures, but facts ; and I am nolf master of the 
talents and acquirements of many.” 

Many of our readers will here be reminded of 
Principal Robertsons very elaborate discussion on 
this very subject, in his History of America, in 
which he applies his remarks to both continents, 
and even other portions of the globe. Our authors 

* We see here a name still prevalent, derived fr^m a very 
erroneouH opinion. As in the time of ^cdumbns the Ameren 
oontinentB were considered as a i>art of India, tlie iiihabitauts 
were naturally designated Indians, ai^ the aborigines have 
pi*atciify yet received ^mother name. 
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ol)servations are in this respect a as he 

strictly conhiies himself to whit he had hlpself seen ; 
and it is to be observed, that many of his remarks 
but ill quadrate with the ingenious speculatiotis of 
the distinguished historian. * , ' 

Azara uses the word nation nr^t in its usual ac- 
ceptation, but in that sense to which, as is well 
known, it has often been applied to the native in- 
habitants of America.*, “ Before giving,” says he, “ a 
particular description of caefe-nstion,*^ I must notice 
thht I shall designate nation every association of 
Indians whi(;h regards itself as formmg a single and 
distinct people, and which has the same principles, 
forms, maiumrs, and tongue. I shall attach little 
importance to the mere numbers which form it, 
because national character does^not consist in this 
circumstance. When I say that the language of 
one nation diflfers from that of another, it is to be 
understood that the difference is at least as great as 
between the Englisji or German and the Spanish, 
so that there is not a single w^ord which precisely 
resembles the other. They are universally very 
poor, and have no alliances the one with the other.” 

Our author supplies a distinct description of be- 
tween thirty and forty of these nations; among 
whom, although there are some features in common, 
y^t there are alst'vcry remarkable differences. We 
sh^l supply a somewhat ample specimen of the 
manner in which he executes this part of his task, 

g, • ^ 

* See Robertson's America, vqI ii. p. 129. ^ 
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and shs^^egin witn an epitomized account of the 
CharruliP 

“ The Charruas constitute an Indian nation, vrith 
a distinct language, different lrf)m all the others, and 
so guttural that our language cannot give the sound 
of its syllabled. «At the time of the conquest it was 
migratory, inhabiting the north bank of the Lfi 
Plata, from J^tildonado to the river Uruguay, and. 
extending thirty leagues northwards. * * These 
Charruas kilKid J«JDiaz de SBlis, the discoverer of 
La Plata. His death led to a Idoody war, which con- 
tinues to the present day, and which ]ias occasioned 
an immense loss of life. The Spaniards Veiy soon 
endeavoured to confine these people within their o^vn 
territory ; and with this view erected buildings and 
a fort in the colony of Sacrament, then a* towf on 
the river San Juan, and another on the St. Salvador ; 
hut the Charruas destroyed these, and would nev^er 
allow any one to settle in their territories, t^l Monte 
Video was founded in 1724. ^Sificc that time the 
savages have been insensibly forced northwards, 
hut not without many bloody encounters. Those 
which remain continue to wage war with fire and 
sword, with the greatest obstinacy. They will not 
listen to any terras of peace, and moreover attack 
not only the neighbouring tribes, but also the Portu- 
guese. When I travelled in tliis country, these 
Indians often attacked ray party though a Jhun^red 
strong, and killed many. * 

“ Their mean height is greater than that of the 
Spaniards, and is more uniforifl. They are agile, 
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erects and well-proportioned ; (md nereiji^o short 
nor too thin, nor ill made. TKej cany flP^r heads 
erect ; their forehead and whole physiognomy are 
open, indicative of their pride and ferocity. They 
never cut their hair, nor does it become grey, ex- 
cept partially, and when they havg reached the age 
of eighty years. The men tie it in a knot; the 
. women wear it long and without any kind of dress- 
ing. These latter have no kind of ornaments or 
finely. The males aHe distingaMihed 6y what they 
consider ornamental, viz. the Barite. A few days 
after birth, the mother, pinching up* the lower lip, 
horizontally pierces the two folds, from one side to 
the other, a little above the root of the teeth, and 
introduces a small piece of wood five inches long, 
an(f Bomd?rhat thicker than most our pencils. It 
.‘s never removed during life. This chai-acteristic of 
the male sex is not confined to this nation, hut is 
almost universal among the others.* I cannot con- 
ceive what kind 6f dwellings these people had when, 
previous to the corfquest, they could procure the 
hides neither of oxen nor horses. Now they are 
very simple. From the nearest tree they cut down 
three or four green boughs ; these they bend, insert- 
ing the two ends into the ground : over three or four 
arches, not far from each other, thay extend an ox 
hide, and the family mansion is provided. They 
have neither chairs, benches, nor tables, and scarcely 
any furniture. * 

* Southey, in his haste, pijts it into the upper lip. VoL iii. 
p. 387. ‘ 
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** Th ftj nen have 1|either hat nor cap, and go en- 
tirely nlB^ except l^hen the weather is cold, when 
they throw a ^agment of skin, or a piece of coarse 
woollen stuff, called a poncho, over them^ This 
poncho is of very coarse material, between four and 
five }eet broad, ^d about seven long, with a slit in 
the middle for the head to pass. It forms the whole 
dress of the wgmen, who never wash it, nor their 
pel sons, nor their dwellings. They have neither 
wool nor cotfaon*; ^d neither«pin nor weave. 

They have no kind of husbandry ; and their sole 
food is the fltfsh of the wild cow, which is simply 
roasted, and eaten without salt. \VTielli any of 
them is hungry he helps himself to a slice of meat, 
stirs the fire, squats down before it, and eats to his 
heart's content, without regarding any*i>odj?’ or 
speaking a word. They have no games, songs, 
dances, or instruments of music. They adore no 
divinity, and have no religion. It is impossible to 
discover among them a single woi4 or action which 
manifests respect or good bree&ng. Nor have they 
any laws, or obligatory customs, or rewards, or 
punishments, or any chief who commands them. 
Formerly they had Caciqu^ but they possessed no 
authority, as is now the case with some of the other 
nations. All ace on an equality, and no one serves 
another. The heads of the families assemble in the 
evening to agree who are to be the sentinels, Snd 
which posts are to be watched f and they are so sly 
imd i^uspicious that this precaution is never omitted. 
If ^y one thinks of solne project of attack or 
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defence, he communicates it tofche others, Jjho exe- 
cute it, if they approve. Buttuo one is Arced to 
take part in it, and no penalty is exacted from those 
who absent themselves. They have studs, and abun- 
dance of horses : many of them have bridles, ^with 
iron bits. The men ride on the ibare backs ; the 
women use a very simple hair cloth. Their only 
weapons are a lance, eleven feet lon^^, with a sliarp 
iron point, and very short bows. When we consi- 
der that the Gharruas^have givaiy?o‘mnch trouble to 
thfr Spaniards, and have spilt more of Itheir blood 
than the armies of the Incas or of Montczuiuii, it 
will be concluded that they are a very numerous 
nation. This, however, is far from being the case, 
and at present they have not more than 400 warriors. 
ForS,heir15ubjugation we have often employed more 
than a thousand veterans, either in one body, or in 
distinct parties, and much carnage has been the 
consequence ; but there they still are, unsubdued 
and dreaded. , 

“ They never remain in a state of celibacy ; and 
their marriages are effected with the greatest sa/n^ 
froid. The suitor requests his bride at the hands 
of her parents ; and she never refuses, however old 
or ugly he may be. Upon a man marrying, he 
forms' a distinct family, and worka for their sup- 
port ; for previously he lived at the expense of his 
parents, in complete idleness, without going to 
" war,^ or assisting at* their public meetings. Poly- 
gainy is freely practised; they teach nothing to, 
and keep nothing «froni their children, who^ on 
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their part, have no kim of respect for their parents ; 
herein maintaining tieir uniyers^il principle, of ' 
every one doin^ as he pleases, without being hin- 
dered by any consideration or authority, 

Tjie heads of families, and they alone, to the 
exclusion of the vomen and children, very often 
get drunk with brandy, or chidca^ which is pre- 
pared from hon^y. The duration of their lives 
appears longer than ours. They are not, however, 
without their docforjg^^hose only remedy is sucidng 
over the stoftiadi of the patient with great forcc^ 
thereby extractifig the malady. 

“ When an Indian dies he is buried with his 
arms, his clothes and furniture. Frequently his 
best horse is slaughtered upon his tomb. The 
nearest relatives weep much, and their ’ grief ^is 
poignant. If he he a &thcr, husband, or adult 
brother, the daughters, and any sisters who are 
married, together with the wife, cut off one^of the 
joints of a finger ; this they do ^r* every death, 
beginning with the little finger.* They also wound 
their arms, breasts, and sides, with the knife or 
spear of the deceased. They then pass two months 
in their booths in retirement, and do little else 
than weep, taking Httle nourishment. J have not 
seon one grown up woman among thm with her 
fingers uninjured, or without manijr wounds on her 
body. The husband, again, does not mourn f3r 
his wife ; nor a father for his •younger children. 
But should these be grown up, then they conceal 
themselves, quite naked, fol tm whole days in 
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their tent, and will eat ncf^ng but the eggs or 
' flesh of the partridge. Duiing the evening of the 
second day, they get a neighbour ^to perform the 
following operation : The flesh of the arm is pinched 
up between the Angers, and skewers made of cane, 
eight inches long, and nearly hal£,an inch in diame- 
ter, are forced through and through. The Arst is 
introduced just above the elbow, ^nd the others, at 
the distance of an inch, as far as the top of the 
shoulder. In this cniserabl e^ p li^htothe mourning 
savage sallies forth, and goes naked and alone to 
some neighbouring wood or heigfit, without any 
dread of the jaguar or other wild beast. Provided 
with a small spade, he excavates with his hands a 
deep hole, in which he inters himself as far as the 
olftist, and thus spends the ni^t- From this he 
comes forth in the morning, and betakes himself 
to one of the booths already described, prepared for 
erne under these circumstances. Here he removes 
the skewers, and reposes undisturbed for two days, 
without either eat&g or drinking. Next day tlie 
children carry water to him, and some food, and 
leaving it within reach, retire without saying a 
word. This is repeated for ten or twelve days, 
when at length the mourner mixes with society. 
No one is obliged to perform these barbarous cere- 
monies, and nevertheless they are seldom omitted ; 
i#^ any one does not perform them to the letter, he 
bVmsidered as imbecile, and this is his only punish- 
ment. 

“The Pamposjfim the opposite bank of La, Plata, 
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are scarc|l7 less warlike tlian the Guamias, On 
their own plains tliey wear no clothes; but in 
coming into Buenos Ayres they put on the poncho. 
Besides their lances, the Pampas make wonder&l 
use of Jiheir halls. These are of two kinds. The 
first is composed of three round stones, about the 
size of the fist, covered with strong leather, and 
attached to a common centre by strong leathern 
cords, three feet long.^ Th^ take the smallest of 
the three in itieir hands, and •after whirling the 
others violenfly round their head, throw the whole 
to a distance of &bout 100 feet, when they so maim 
and entwine themselves around the lunbs'of any 
living creature, that it is impossible to escape from 
them. The other kind is a single ball, of the same 
size, except when made of iron or copper, wheif*it 
is smaller. It too is covered with leather, and has 
a leathern thong attached, by which they twirl it 
round, and, at the hand*gaUop, can project ^t with 
frightful force to the distance of 500* feet. When 
first attacked, it was with this Veapon they killed 
the brother of the founder of Buenos Ayres, nine 
of the first captains, who were on horseback, and a 
great number of Spanish soldiers. By attaching 
combustibles, they often set fire to the settlements 
of their invaders,* and even to their ships. ^ 

The Guaranies^ in their dispdisitions, present a 
complete contrast, to most of the other nation^, 
whose approach fills them with feiror. They never 

* With his wonted inacouraoy, Mr Southey makes them 
“ three V four yards (Vol ii. Sff9.) 
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engage in war, and never ^pear in military array, 
except to demand peace, ft is said that the whole 
of this people swim naturally : though we must add, 
for the benefit of our younger readers, not more 
than others might do, and many individuajs have 
done. This, sometimes most important feat, is best 
accomplished by keeping the body nearly erect in 
the water, throwing the head back, and keeping 
the mouth and nose^ only above the surface, and 
then treading alon^with the-feet, aiid pawing with 
the hands under water as a dog does!” But hear 
Azara. — “ I should not omit what my companion in 
travel, a curate, once told me. ‘ I took,* said he, 
^ this Guarany youth when only four years of age, 
and have had him ever since: he is now fourteen. 
Iffe has never seen a river, nor^ny sheet of water 
where he could swim ; for there is no such in niy 
parish, from which he has never moved, and I have 
never lost sight of him for a single day. 1 shall 
notwithstanding tell him to swim across the river 
(which was as broad and deep as the Seine at Paiis), 
and you will find that he will do it at once.* It 
was no sooner said than done ; and I witnessed the 
boy do it, without either hesitation or difficulty .'* 

Of the Guamrapoes^ Azara informs us that men 
and women go quite naked. They cut their hair so 
close, that^hey hppear as if shaven. They have 
neither jeligion, laws, obligatory customs, nor chiefs. 
They have no domestic animals, nor agriculture, nor 
do they hunt. They live on wild rice and fish ; and 
are full of energy, *)pride, and courage. The Omnaii 
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are one of the most^ numerous of these nations. 
Some sa 3 ^ they amoufJt to 20,000; but according * 
to my calculation there are only 8,300 of them. 
They receive travellers, whoever they are, with 
much Jiospitality ; lodging them, feeding.them, and 
helping them on tJieir journey. They have horses, 
cows, and sheep; and live by agriculture. The 
Mhayas are usually about five feet eight inches in 
stature. Their forms and proportions appear to me 
most perfect, and far superior to»those of Europeans, 
or any othet people 1 have seen. They regard 
themselves as tBe noblest people upon the face of 
the earth, the most^generous, the most faithful and 
valiant ; and tliey consider the Europeans in all 
respects inferior." 

It would be easy to multiply these extracts %n 
the several nations to an almost indefinite extent ; 
but we must have done. Our author has a chapter 
of general reflections upon their condition. ^ Their 
pliymal powers he holds in liigh aflmiration. “ I 
adiiiire,” he says, “ their superiBr stature, the size 
and elegance of their forms and proportions, which 
are not equalled in any part of the world.” Nor is 
he singular in tliis opinion. Sir Francis Head has 
more recently said. — During my gallop in South 
America, I had Jittle time or opportunity to see 
many of the Indians; yet fiomVhat 1 did hear 
and sec, I sincerely believe they are as fine a set of 
men as ever existed, under th% circumstances in 
which they are placed.” * As it regards their menial 
• \ Eougli Notc^ 
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poweri and morah^ and still i^re the all momentous 
subject of religion^ they approximate the opposite 
e;xtreme. In fact) »it has been made a subject of 
discussion whether they had any religion or not ; 
n^ morC)^ whether they were capable of repeiving 
leligious impressions. This is n^ new controversy. 
The first Spaniards who passed over to America 
entertained the idea, that the natives were not of 
the same race with themselves, and were destitute 
of the necessary cap^ty to comprehend or practice 
religion. One of the principal part&ans of this 
opinion was Ortiz, Bishop of Saint Martha, who 
wrote a memoir on the subjfct to the Supreme 
Council at Madrid, concluding, from his long expe- 
rience, that they were stupid beings, and as inca- 
pdole of instruction as the bnste boasts. B. Las 
Casas headed the opposite party, and became their 
apologist. He too it was who obtained a Bull from 
Pope Paul III. declaring that the Indians were truly 
men, and capable of partaking of the Sacraments of 
the Roman Church * Azara, however, speaks not 
of what they might be, but of what they were. — 
Ecclesiastics,” says he, “ tell us they possess a reli- 
gion ; " and in accordance with this statement every 
one must h|ive met with such reflections as the follow- 
ing : — “ With re8pe(*t to the othes great doctrine of 
religion, the immortality of the soul, the sentiments of 
t^e Americans were more united : the human mind, 
even when least improved, shrinks from the thoughts 
of annihilation, and looks forward with hope and 
♦ ^Voyage, vol.ii.^187. * 



DON FELIX D’aZARA. 


47 

exultation to a state Aiture existence. We can 
trace the Opinion from ^ one extremity of America 
to another.”* We will not enter into the contro- 
versy iarther than to remark, that even allowing 
they h|d a religion, it was not better to them than 
none. They migh*. believe there was a Supreme 
Being, but it was the sun which was the object of 
the religious adoration of the most advanced amongst 
them. We admit, too, they believe in a future 
state of existence; but what of'-it? ‘‘ They ima- 
gine they wilfbe transferred to a future state, where 
they anticipate they will be constantly drunk, and 
always hunting; And as the Indians gallop over 
their plains at night, they point with their long 
spears to constellations in the heavens which they 
say are the figures 9 f their ancestors, who, restihg 
in the firmament, are mounted upon horses swifter 
than the wind, and are hunting ostriches” t Our 
soldiers and missionaries,” adds Azara, have< never 
thought of giving a correct account df 4hese people, 
but only of vaunting their own ;^rowess, and exag- 
gerating their own doings. They have made them 
cannibals, but most unwarrantably; for there arc' 
none of them who now eat human flesh, or who 
remember that their forefathers ever did so, although 
they are now as^iree as upon the first arrival of 
the Spaniards. They also assert that they employ 
poisoned arrows, which is another positive, false- 
hood.”! 

* Robertflon, "Vol. ii. 201, 

t Sii^Fraaoifi Head, ubi suiira. $ Yol. il 2, 3, 
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“ TJlieir ignorance of theirforigin aad past history 
is exlremey as may be illusmted by tke^opinion of 
the Rayaguas^ a powerful nation jvhich has given 
ita. name to the river Paraguay. Our first father, 
yas the jfeh we call Pacu ; yours, was the one you 
call Dorado ; that of the a toad. Hence 

the lighter and more beautiful colour of your skin ; 
for we surpass you in all other raspects, and hence 
the despicable character of the Guaranies. 

“ The condition rf the women is, tn every respect, 
most degraded, and female virtue ‘is unknown. 
They marry at the age of nine,* ten, and eleven 
years. Inihnticide likervise is canied to the most 
deplorable extreme. A Mhayas mother will not 
jattempt to rear more than a son and daughter, and 
tites!? the last of bjer progeny, t Some nations hat’o, 
by this dreadful practice, been extorminaied. The 
(J tfakui'iUs was wont to be one of the most famous 
of tbg nations ; it was one of the mos^^ numerous, 
pBOudest, stiohgest, and must warlike. They li’^ ed 
by tlie cliase. Of this nation tJiere now exists but 
^one man ! the best made man in the world, stjind- 
ing six feet and a half high. lie has three wives. 
The extermination of this superb nation has arisen 
not merely from their coiistot wars with the Spa- 
niards, hut from the execralje practice above 
referred tp, H\>w melancholy that the finest na- 

liions in the world are thus destroying them- 
* 

Azara likewise studied, with an observant eye, 
• * td, ii. U6-7. 
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tlie two great remainiiftr clalsses, viz. tbc rehltes, or 
pure descendants of tiro Spaniards, and the Ma^ed 
breeds. These last are again sub^vided into two, — 
theil/et/s, or mixed breed of'the Spaniard and In- 
dian, £yid the Mulatto^ the cross between the Spa- 
niard and Negro. The Metis,” says be, “ appear 
to be somewhat superior to the European Spaniard 
in their height^ in the elegance of their^fomi, and 
even in the fineness of their skin. I also think 
that these Metiit have more in^eftuity, Sagacity, in- 
telligence, and vigor than the Creoles; that is to 
say, the children of Spanish parents ^om in the 
country. The Mulatto, too, I find ha« an advan- 
tage, v-tli in physical and noral poiHrers, over the 
jnixed progeny of the natives and the Negroes: 
lb L y are more activef agile, str** ng, tmd lively, han 
. ir parents. Their liahitua* vices are a love of 
dfunbouiiess, and ^^'H’ering; but some are 
* cst.*' Our author maintains that th^ Spa- 

\rC iiavj treateu these races, and* their slaves 
with the greatest lenity and kindness; 
^ iiijg, in this respe. ■ a perfect contrast to the 
1 ugucse. The free Mulattoes are, by law, ranked 
b xU tlie scale, though not in general estimation, 
wiiicii places the Indians below all, and regards 
ihe free jMulattoes and tbe Negroes as equal. 

We shall not attempt to follow our author in hj^ 
review of the native Spaniards, and shall (onfii)^' 
our remarks to a very few sentenTies concerning the 
shepherds of the country, who claim descent from 
Europeans. T^jese shepherds •ai-e occupied in 

VOL. II. D 
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guarding about twelve of cattle, about three 

million of horses, and a considerable tfuniber of 
sheep. Here I do not include about two million f)f 
wild oxen, and the wild horses which are innu- 
merable. .The domestic troops belong to private 
individuals; and an average pisturage {eBtamia) 
extends to four or five square leagues. Every 
troop has a master-shepherd, called the Captain, 
and an under one for every thousand head of cattle. 
The former is usually married, the 'others are not ; 
except such as are Negroes, or people*^of colour, or 
those Indians who have been cohiiected with the 

a 

missionary settlements. 1 believe that no woman 
ill this society preserves her chastity after she is 
eight years old ; and those reputed Spanish are not 
better than th» others. The father and the whole 
family sleep in the same chamber. As these herds- 
men are twelve, thirty, and even a hundred miles 
iroin ^hapel, they seldom or never go to mass. 
They themselves often baptize their children ; and 
I have been asked^ when galloping over the plains, 
to perform the ceremony. When they do go to 
mass, they attend on horseback, the door being kept 
open for their convenience. In their houses, they 
have usually no other furniture than a pitcher for 
water, a horn for drinking, a wooden spit for roast- 
ing their meat, jtnd a little copper-kettle for boiling 
w^ter with which they infiise their Paraguay 
herb. They usually sit upon their heels, with their 
limbs bent under them, or upon the skull of a horse 
or ox. They ust no Idnd of vegetable foody saying 
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it is hay, and tauntingtthe European, because be eats 
like a boi%e. The m J;ter sbepberds have an ample * 
supply of gann^ts ; but tbe berdsmen bave neither 
jacket, waistcoat, trowsers, or ought else than a 
piece of cloth tied round their loins. Many of them 
have no shirt ^ biit most can muster a hat, with 
drawers, a poncho, and half-boots. The women 
go barefooted ; and, to say the least of it, are far 
from clean. Their dress usually is a chemise, at- 
tached round the waist with band, but without 
sleeves; oftAi they have no change. A child is 
scarcely eight drfys old when it is taken on horse- 
back, and galloped over the plains : this exercise is 
often repeated, till tlie infant is mounted alone 
upon the old and quiet horses. Thus tliey are 
reared in independonce and ignorance. 'They knW 
nothing of measures, calculation, or rules, and dis- 
like the society of those who do. They disregard 
shame, decency, and the ceremonies of q^vilized 
life. Education they have none, c5id don't kiio>v 
what it is to obey. They attach little value to life, 
and death is indifferent. 1 have seen a man go to 
be hanged with the greatest san^ froid. They arc 
exceedingly hospitable ; and if a stranger come their 
way, they lodge and feed him, often without ask- 
ing who he is, oiv whither he is going, and he may 
remain with them for months. They play higjf, 
and with the greatest keenness, often losing evejy 
thing, to their shirt, if they have*one. When they 
think of getting married, the bridegroom borrows 
linen for the cereqiony, and on leaving the chapel, 
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returns it to the lender, tfheir bed is a hide 
stretched on the ground; ^nd often tliey have 
neither house nor furniture. When spirits are sold 
in any house, it is called a Pulperias; and these 
are the great rendezvous for dissipation anc] play. 
The whole company is usually i»vited to drink ; a 
large vessel is filled 'with brandy, and passed round 
the circle. This ceremony is repeated as long as 
they have a farthing, and no one is excused. They 
liave the greatest drrinclination to any employment 
which they cannot pursue on horseback, and at the 
gallop. In fact they can scarcely ivalk, and never 
do so without repugnance. When they assemble at 
the pulperias, or elsewhere, it is on horseback, 
though they may converse for hours. When they 
fish, it is always on horseback, oven when they 
throw the net, in the middle of the water. When 
they draw water from the well, they attach the cord 
to the ]:xorse, and don't dismount. Should they want 
mortar, and a6t more than would go into a hat, 
they bruise it with the horse's feet, without dis- 
mounting ; in short, they do every thing on horse- 
back, and hence are the first of horsemen. Their 
feats with the lasso are well known." 

From these slight sketches it will he seen, that 
whether in relation to the pure Spaniards, the 
inixed breeds, or’ the native Indians, these invest!- 
g|t>tioni| of Azara are of the most important charac- 
ter, and will be Highly prized by every one inte- 
rested in the natural history of our race. Man is 
here found in on^ of the rudest ^tates in which he 
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ever lias been obgerVed| or, perhaps, can exist. The 
degradation of the descendants of the Spaniards, is 
not less remarkable than the wretched condition of 
the native Indians. Upon the whole, a rich mine 
is presented, whose working will well*rep^ the 
curious inquirer. •We must entirely pass o'^ the 
remaining portions of this work which treat of the 
history of the conquest, the early settlement of 
the country, its government, both civil and eccle- 
siastical, togctHer with dcscriptibns of the principEil 
towns in the several provinces. 

• 

We now proceed to consider the services which 
Azara rendered to Zoology, 

His labours in this department were communi- 
cated to the public in a great work, which *he 
modestly styles Notes on the Natural History 
of Pjiraguay and La Plata,” and which was pub- 
lished, in Spanish, at Madrid; — the two first 
volumes, on quadrupeds, in the year 1802, and 
the remaining three, on birds, at a later date.'^' 

* It should here be noted, that the first edition of Azara*s 
work on quadnipcda, the one which has been most gencnilly 
quoted, was, contrary to his wishes, and while stiU very iu- 
comidetc, published by M. L. £. Mourcau St. Mery, in a 
French translation. *This happened in tlic following manner : 
Whilst the work was unfinished, Azara sent it to his broth^i:, 
Don Nicolas, for the purpose of being submitted to {he cr^- 
cism pf some eminent naturalist, that after this, and receiving 
his own additions and correotions, it might see the light. The 
French naturalist, delighted withvihe york, and ignorant of 
Azara's* intentions, immediately published it. For the mors 
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The latter portion,— that of birds,— was speedily 
translated into French, by the celebrated ^nnini 
of Monacour, w^ho added yaluable notes, and it 
appeared as a second part of the French work 
alrea^ described. The former treatise, that on 
quadApeds, as mentioned in thb note below, has 
become exceedingly scarce ; but we are happy to 
state that the desideratum thus occasioned is in the 
course of being supplied, by a translation into 
English, with note%, the first part* of which has 
lately appeared.* 

The dedication of this work to his brother, affords 
Azara an opportunity of speaking feelingly on some 
of the circumstances of his history. “ My Dear 

of the work, accordiiigly, Azara holds^hat he is not responsi- 
ble. (Voyage, t. 1, p. 244.) The edition of St. Mery has 
long been out of print, and the Spanish work is hardly less 
scarce. It is impossible to procure a copy out of Spain ; 
and eveii in that opuntry it is not often met with.'' (See Mr, 
Hunter's prefece, p. 1^0, where the titles of both works arc 
given in fnll, and are dated 1802.) There must, however, be 
some mistake as it regards the second production. Azara, in 
his I<'rench work, concerning which he was corresponding 
in 1806, and which was published in 1809, decidedly states 
that it was then in manusciipt (T. i. p. 383.) And Walckc- 
naer adds — ^it has since been published in Spanisli. (Tb. 384.) 

* The Natural History of the QuadrupIbdB of Paraguay and 
th^ lUver La Plata, translated from the Spanish of Don Felix 
d^Azara, with a Memoir of the Author, a Sketch of the Goun- 
tij, and numerous Notes, by W. Perceval Hunter, Esq. 
F. G. S., Z, S., Memb. Geo. Soc. of France. . In 2 vols. Vol i 
Adam and Charles Blaokj^ Edinburgh, 1838. The memoir, 
we may add, has not yet appeared. ^ 
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Nicolas, — We had sArcely seen the light when we 
were separated ; nor nave we, during the whole 
course of our lives, met, or had .any communica- 
tion witli each other, save in Barcelona, fbr the 
short i|pace of two days, and that by accident. No 
less separated have been our paths through life. 
You have lived in the great world, and by the 
important ofices you have held, and by your ta- 
lents, deeds, and virtues, have become famous ii. 
Spain, and out of it ; whilst S, without obtaining 
ostensible eniployment, and without any opportu- 
nity of making myself known to yau- or others, 
have spent the best twenty years of my life in one 
of the remotest comers of the earth, forgotten even 
by my friends, without books, or rational inter- 
course, continually* travelling through deserts dnd 
immense and frightful woods, holding communica- 
tion only with tJie birds and the wild beasts. Of 
these I have written a history, which I n<jw send 
and dedicate to you, that you mfty become ac- 
quainted with me, or, at alf events, with the 
nature of my labours * » *, That you may 

be happy is the prayer of your brother Felix. 
Madrid, 1802." 

The author 8 preface supplies valuable informa- 
tion as to the disposition in which the work was 
prepared. “ Between the twenty-fourth and thirU"- 
sixth degrees of south latitude, and the fifty-seveiith 
and sixtieth of west longitude,*! did not omit to 
describe tlie quadrupeds I could procure by dili- 
gence* or raoney^ I commenced this task after 
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mature delilMeration, withoi^ allowing myself to 
be imposed upon by wbat c^ers might have wiit- 
ten, and with a riew of employing- myself in some 
useful occupation. I spent in these pursuits, the 
whole of my leisure time from the year 1^2 till 
1801, making it my first object' to tell the truth, 
without the least exaggeration; making myself 
acquainted with the characters, and then noting 
them do^vn, with the animals under my eye. J 
have been scrupulously careful in stating the forms 
and colours, from having observed that they are 
very constant. As to the habits, they are far the 
most difficult to ascertain ; for the people of this 
country, who are careless in every thing, almost 
always relate fables and inferences instead of truth. 
In this part of my work, I have given as certain 
only what I have myself observed ; and of the infi- 
nity of stories I have heard, I have noted down 
only the few which appeared certain.” 

Our previous pages have detailed at sufficient 
length, the annoying circumstances which led Azara, 
in what he considered his state of banishment, to 
betake himself to these investigations. -They were 
commenced solely for amusement, and without any 
thoughts of his becoming an author. At first he 
only preserved the skins, and transmitted them to 
Europe. But finding this unproductive of benefit, 
he began to write out minute descriptions of each 
as he encountered them. His mode of description 
was original, but it soon became excellent ; and the 
number of spedn^ens rapidly accumulating on his 
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Itand, he was forced to group them iato a kind of 
system. It was under these circumstances that a 
happy accident put him in possession of the Spanish 
translation of BufFon, the most celebrated work of 
the age on the subject, and the first and only one 
our self-taught naturalist had erer seen. The avi- 
dity with which he perused its pages may readily be 
conceived ; and finding in it many deficiencies and 
inaccuracies, especially in connexion with those re- 
gions with whieh he was most familiar, he recast his 
w ork afresL/making at the same time such remarks 
as the examination of Bufibn suggested. Thus his 
treatise very naturally acquired somewfiat of a criti- 
cal tone ; a circumstance which has given occasion 
to censure-. His own answer, however, appearr 
abundantly satisfactory. My strictures are made 
not so much on the Count de Bufibn, as on those 
travellers and naturalists from whom he copied the 
errors I attack. Even were they his owjj, they 
would not detract from his merit ; Yior ought it to 
excite astonishment, that a m2n who wrote with 
infinite elegance on so many and such extended sub- 
jects, and who had not the same opportunities which 
1 have had to examine some, should not succeed 
in all. If it should be found that I have been at all 
wanting in the respect due to so illustrious a per- 
sonage, I beg it may be attributed to the love I bear 
to truth, to my unwillingness that it should be at ml 
departed firom, and to my having written un&r 
tlm influences of melancholy, when it appeared I 
was destined never to escape ftom those wild re- 
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gions.” * And Lis friend Wakkenaer, speaking from 
personal knowledge, says, ‘‘Wo man is more gentle 
and modest, or freer from every tbiiig like scientific 
rancour, more ready to doubt, and to retract when 
he finds h§ has been wrong.” ^ 

So soon as this work appeared, ^ it was bailed as a 
very valuable acquisition to the records of Natural 
History. , In proof of ibis, we need only mention 
that the individual wLq was appointed to report con- 
cerning it to the first class of the French Institute, 
did so in the following terms : — “ M. Azara has 
been the first to point out the conformation and ha- 
bits of many animals of whidi previously we pos> 
sessed only very imperfect descriptions and incorrect 
drawings, and of which we really knew little more 
than the names. He has also a44ed many species to 
our catalogue, which were previously unknown to 
naturalists, which it was of consequence we should 
be acquainted with, and concerning which we could 
least have hoped for information ” 

We can supply only a short specimen of the kind 
of infonnation to be obtained from this celebrated 
treatise, in a few meagre extracts from Mr. Hunters 
translation, of which we are happy to avail our- 
selves.t 

The work contains a minute account of seventy- 
Preface. Hunter, u. a. 

cf* OnC' volume only of this translation (it ivill extend to t«'o) 
has hitherto been pubSshed. Mr. Hunter has given the prece- 
dence to the non-indigenous animals introduced by the Spa- 
nish conquerors. o 
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seven species of natiyekmammiferee, and seven spe- 
cies of rep1iles,'witb numerous details respecting the 
European animals which were introduced bj the 
Spaniards. As to the plan pursued, there is a me- 
moir devoted to each kind of animal, which is sub- 
divided into three fKurts. First, an account is given 
of its habits, comprehending its habitat food, num- 
ber of its young, dispositions, its habits in confine- 
ment, its enemies, and the domestic uses, if any, 
to which it is applied; 2d, There is a detailed 
description, from specimens recently killed, of its 
external characters ; and, lastly, a critical examina- 
tion of the accounts given by Buffon and other 
writers. This last part forms by far the largest por- 
tion of the whole ; and though frequently too prolix, 
supplies much infoijnation.* 

The nm-indigmooB animals introduced to notice 
are the Horse, Ass, Mule, Cow, Sheep, Goat, and 
Dog. The wild horses congregate every vjhere in 
such immense herds, that it is no Exaggeration to 
say they sometimes amount to 12,006 individuals. 
They are most troublesome and prejudicial; for, 
besides consuming vast quantities of pasture, they 
gallop up to the dolnesticated horses wherever they 
see them, call and caress them with their low affec- 
tionate neighingfi^ thus throwing them into confu- 
sion, and easily induce them to incorporate with 
their troops, among which they remain ever after- 
wards. Thus it often happens, that travellers find 
themselves unable to continue their journey ; their 
• _ * Hunter, p. xv.* 
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relays of fresh horses, which are always driven ’ be- 
fore them, being enticed away, and earned off by 
the wild herds. The Indians of .the Pampas eat 
them as food. The Spaniards kill the most corpu- 
lent, to make fires of their bones and fat. in the 
districts where there is a scarcity of wood. Buffon, 
after stating they are gregarious, ^ds, ^ That each 
troop, by common consent, submits itself to a chief, 
who guides, commands, and directs their move- 
ments ; making them form in line of battle, by files, 
companies, battalions, and brigades/ The fact, how- 
ever, is, that each horse appropriates to himself as 
many mares as he can, and takes care of them, 
keeping them always united, and hghting with any 
of his brethren who dispute his possession of them. 
Each herd of wild horses, thcre&re, is composed of 
a multitude of small troops, a little separated, yet 
almost united, which draw near together in action, 
that troop advancing first which happens to be 
nearest" to the point of attack. The price of the 
common domestic 'liorses in the plains of Buenos 
Ayres is about a hundred pence (tm pesos); the 
mares are sold at fourpence-halfpenny each {two 
rials), 1 have heard for a fact, that a short time 
ago there was a horse at Santa P6 de la Vera Cruz, 
whidi had two horns like a bull, dour inches long, 
sharp, erect, and growing close to the ears; aud 
tfiat another from Chili was‘ brought to Yedela, a 
native of Buenos Ayres, with strong horns, three 
inches high* This horse, they tell me, was re- 
markably gentle, but, when offended, attacked like 
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^ bull. Yedela sent this animal to some of Lis 
relatives in Mendoza, Vho intended to propagate 
the breed : I am not aware of the result. 

The Cow supplies here almost all the .necessaries 
of life^ Few of the inhabitants eat bread, or any 
other kind of food*except roast-beef. Of the horns 
they make glasses, spools, and combs ; and a bung 
being placed at the larger end, and a hole opened 
at the tip, they serve as jars. Of the leather, all 
their ropes and*cords, and a great part of their do- 
mestic utensils are made, such as canisters, chests, 
&c. Of the raw hide they manufacture a kind of 
square boat, with which they cross their great rivers. 
They sleep on these hides, and make doors and 
windows, and very often their dwellings. The fat 
supplies the place of oil ; of the tallow they make 
candles and soap, and the bones are used instead of 
other fuel. Their skulls are the only seats and 
benches. Of the milk, in Paraguay, a gre^t many 
stewed dishes are made, as are butfer and cheese. 
From 800,000 to 1,000,000 hides are annually ex- 
ported. When a supply of these is required, a troop 
of men on horseback sets forth, and arranging them- 
selves in two long files which meet at an angle, they 
hem in the cattle. The individual who comes last 
in the angle, is called the CortadoTy md hamstrings 
the cattle with a long cutting instrument, shaped at 
the end like a half moon. Wheii thus engag^ 
they do not cease galloping ; and when a sufiicient 
number of cattle are obtained, they retrace their 
steps, •and the Coriador kills th# animals with his 
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ckuzo^ a sharp spear, and the others alight and strip 
them, sometimes of the suet, and always of the 
hide, at which operation they are very expert. 

Among the Dogn^ the ov^eros, or sheep-dogs, are 
particularly deserving of notice; because ip this 
country, where there are no shepherds, they act in 
their place, and take chorge^of the flocks. Early in 
the morning, they drive them from the fold, conduct 
them to. the plain, accompany them the whole day. 
keeping them united ; and when numerous they sur- 
round the flock, defending them from birds of prey, 
from wild dogs, and other beasts, even from man, 
and every kind of injury. At sunset they conduct 
the slieep back again to the fold, when they lay 
themselves down upon the ground and sleep, and 
pass the night in their watchfulgcare over them. If 
any of the young lambs lag behind, they carefully 
take them up in their mouths, and carry them for a 
time, ](;etuniing again and again, if need be, until 
none remain.” ^ 

Of the indigenous animals of South America, the 
older naturalists were wont to assert, that they were 
inferior dwarfish race.” Azara combats this 
opinion. Among other instances, be shows that his 
Jaguar* may dispute the palm with the noblest, in 
the attributes of bold ferocity and power. “ One 
day,” he remarks, ” when shooting on tlie plain, I 
to].d that one of these animals liad just killed a 
hoi*se. I went instantly to ^he spot, and found he 
had already commenced his repast. I did not see 
•** Fjlifl onca, Lin. <• 
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the jaguar, and therefore made my people draw the 
horse to within a stone-Wow of a tree, purposing to 
retuni and w^aif for him. I had scarcely gone, 
however, half a mile, when they came and informed 
me, tljpt the jaguar having swam across a broad 
and deep river, had taken up the carcass in his 
mouth, and dragging it along, without apparent 
effort, for seventy paces, re-entered the river, and 
carried it off to the woods on the other side. It is 
universally asserted in the country, tliat the jaguar 
draws along, *with the gi*eatest facility, not only one 
dead horse, or bullock, but two, when they happen 
to be tied together. They also state, fhat if it has 
once tasted human flesh, it ever afterwards prefers 
it to all other food. Certain it is, that since I have 
been in Paraguay, |he few jaguars remaining have 
devoured six men, carrying them off from the middle 
of their companions, whilst warming themselves by 
tlie fire. They prey upon asses, horses, and oxen, 
killing them in an extraordinary way. They pounce 
upon the neck of their victim, aftd placing one paw 
on the occiput and the other on the muzzle, crush 
the skull in a moment. This animal is usually 
Imnted with immense packs of.dogs, amounting to 
a hundred. Sometimes it "retires to the thick 
jungle, and there obstinately remains. On such 
occasions, some one is bold enough to follow ; when 
Avrapping a sheep-skin round his left arm, he enters 
the jungle with his clfuzo, and •bending hfs ho(Jy, 
presents its point to the animals breast. The 
jaguar often rushes upon it f bu*| be this as it may 
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the man follows it as close as^possible and dispatches 
it. Those, however, who hazard these bold adven- 
tures, generally perish sooner or, later in one of 
them.”* 

Though, in our enumeration of Azara's zoological 
works we have given the first t^place to that . on 
quadrupeds, yet in magnitude and importance it is 
inferior to the one on birds. This very decidedly is 
the author s own estimate. “ The work on birds,” 
says .ho, “est deuxfois plus considerable que mon 
histoire des quadrupeds.” f And again, Je crois 
que cit ouvragc est supericur a celui des quadru- 
peds.” i In it he gives an original description of 
no fewer than 448 species of birds, no less than 200 
of which were quite new. His descriptions are 
characterized by Mr. Swainson ^ “ not only correct, 
but masterly § ^whilst , at the same time he greatly 
laments, that from not being referred to the modern 
genera^ or accompanied with plates, their value is 
much diminished. No one, however, was more 
aware of this deficiency than Azara himself, who 
did every thing in his power to lessen the evil. 
“ From the commencement of my labours,” says he, 
I was quite aware that my notes would he com- 
paratively of little value, unless they were accoin- 

* In tlie French work already refcired to, there is an into- 
rdsting abridgement of this treatise on quadrupeds, extending 
140 lAigcs, and em7ched with notes by the Daron Cuvier, 
f Voyage, vd. i. p. 384. 
t Ib. p. liv. 

' § Discourse on the^udy of Natural History, p. 81. 
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panied with exact drawings; but district 

where 1 wpte, and for 400 leagues round, there 
was no one near^me who was acquainted with the 
art, and I was therefore compelled to Kmit my 
wishes within the bounds of my own unaided exer- 
tion$.” ^ This want certainly occasions the student 
much more trouble in identifying the species; 
though this, we believe, has refy much been done 
to his hand by Sonnini. In the pre&ce, Azan ^ 
tells us, that the rapacious birds are to those which 
are not so, in*the proportion of one to nine ; while 
in Europe, according to Buffon, they are as one to 
hfteem He adds, the French naturaBst informs 
us that in itmericathe birds are not melodious, and 
this, he ascribes, to the influence of climate. . But 
were we to select best chorus of songsters we 
could procure in the old world, and compare it with 
another chosen uf the new, the victory would pro- 
bably be disputed. From the contest, the nightin* 
gale, however, must be excluded, fbr^o American^ 
bird can compete with her." • 

As eidiibiting a specimen of Azara's atyhin this 
departm^t, we select his account of the flying- 
'toads, Crapanda Wonc, or These 

birds are allied to the swallows, by itheir flat head, 
their neck, and thnir short feet, as well as by their 
feeble bill, the nature of theh food, their manner of 
piociuitig it, and other characters, they differ^ 
from flbem dnefly in being laigerv* nocturnal, soli- 
tary, or, at least, less sodable, in resting on the 
* p. aSdr. v 


vot. II. 
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ground^ in that they have whiskers, denticulated 
ears, &c, l^cir mouth is deformed on account of 
its great size, being as large and^even larger than 
the head ; their beak is small and curved, the 
tongue straight and peculiar ; the whiskers axe long 
and hard, the nostrils pipe-shaped; the eye very 
large, and across it you see the colour of the open 
mouth ; the neck is short, and as if swollen, owing 
' to the quantity of feathers which surround it ; tlie 
legs are short, th^feet roundhsh, strong, and clothed 
with feathers anteriorly ; the three font claws are 
united near their origin by a membrane, tlie remain- 
ing one is at the side ; an indented margin, saw- 
like, runs along the internal side of the middle claw. 
They have little flesh in comparison with their bulk ; 
the stretdhi from the tip of one wing to that of ano- 
ther, and the tail, are long; Anally, the wing is 
rather straight, and of a long square shape. 

Much light dazzles them ; and during the day 
they do not^ take wing. Unless approached very 
near, when they fly a diort space, low and hori- 
zontally, and fall down suddenly, rolling up their 
wings like a ball; it is ilien difficult to' discover 
them, because their plumage resembles the ground, 
where they rest, close to it, without standing, and 
as if they were glued to it* It js only during twi- 
light and fill mocm they seek their food, flying low 
* and with great ease, fequently changing their 
directiion to catch insects. Some species rest only 
mi the gmnd, others on trees,* and some in both 
ways. One spoeies 'climbs trees vertically, like the 
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Carpenters^ whilst others, on the contrary, rest only 
on the tarsus. Some frequent fields,, otiiers woods, 
and some both. These last appear in Paraguay in 
the middle of winter ; the others, only in spring ; 
and some are constantly resident, and during the 
extreme %old conceal^themselves in the thick woods. 
It is said they make no nest, but lay their eggs on 
the bare ground, whilst I am certain that some 
bring forth their young on trees. They all so much 
resemble each other, that after having seen one, you 
can never be deceived as to the family to which they 
l)elong ; and for the same reason, it is very difficult 
to distinguish the difier^t species. Nor is it easy 
to discover the habits of nocturnal birds. The size, 
on many occasions, is a great resource^ but then 
they must be very accurately measured ; the colour 
of the plumage being* of a very common kind, very 
perplexed and confused, it can scarcely be expressed 
„ in words. . In short, the examination of these birds 
is a work of great difficulty, and so ^very trduble- 
some, that I have sometimes thiown them alto- 
gether aside, to avoid the embarrassment of coih- 
})armg and describing them.** 

With one other extract, from lus account of the 
SnuM Martin^ we fear we must dismiss his very 
important ornithological labours. — 1 have often 
observed this* bird in the woods of Paraguay; it 
there always flies above the highest trees ; and, if 
in the plains, it sometimes a|q)rDac}ics within thirty^ 
or forty feet of the ground, it instantly remounts to 
its acci^tomed elevation, so that ](phave never been 
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able to shoot one. It does not migrate, and is very 
wild : it does not light either on trees or the ground. 
It skims along ,the air like a swallow,, and some- 
times, in passing, catches the spiders on the trees. 
It is not very unlike the Martin of Spain. It is 
sometimes called the Bat-steallow. from the resem- 
blance, both in colour ^nd uncertain flight ; at the 
same time it is more rapid than all the rest. On 
the wing, it executes every kipd of movement, 
sometimes merely fluttering, then outspreading its 
wings, now mounting high, and then darting off in 
a straight line, or obliquely. It threads the branches 
of trees with the greatest address, and is so espe- 
cially destined for flight, that it sometimes does not 
repose for an instant during the wliole day." 

From his zealous and able assistant, Noseda, he 
obtained the following particulars. I have often 
pursued these birds, and never got a shot at one, 
not only on account of the rapidity of their flight, 
but fdso on ^count of their great shyness, which 
prevents them «yer coming within gunshot. At 
tlie same time, they are very common. Tired of so 
much useless fatigue, I ordered an Indian to exa- 
mine if these Martins never perched upon the trees 
during the hottest part of the day, and also to dis- 
cover the places where they spent the night. This 
Indian pas^ a whole week in the woods, and re- 
marked that these birds never rested during the 
•day, *and that t^ey often soared out of sight. At 
the same time, he discovered a tree of extraordinary 
dimensions avid, very bushy, whenc6.be ppceived 
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that many Martins sallied forth at break of day. 
He examined the aperture, and having noticed th^t 
a current 9i air ^sued from it, he concluded there 
must be a second opening, which he discovered near 
the ground. I so placed myself that I could see 
these birds entef their domicile. They arrived at 
sunset, in small troops (I tounted sixty-two), but 
so rapidly they could scarcely ‘be distinguished. I 
heard their wings striking against the margin 
of the entrance, which was so small that they 
could not entd* with extended wing, although the 
interior was largo enough for two to fly abreast 
During the night, I closed both openings, and heard 
the birds fl 3 nng in the interior. Next morning the 
tree was cut down, and forty Martins were taken ; 
the rest escaped, \ examined the interior, and 
found if was fit only for creepers. I put some of 
them into a cage, and allowed the others to fly 
about the house. I perceived that they coul^ not 
stand, and that their crooked nails, xefy strong and 
sharp, afforded them every facility^for climbing.” — 
The minute noting of the characters then follows. 
This must suffice for his great work on Omitho- 
logy. 

And now wo should have been happy to have 
dwelt in the same way on our authors other labours 
in Natural Hi^ory, respecting Beptiles, Ushes, and 
Insects ; and also on his Botanical pursuits, relating ^ 
both to wild and cultivated plants.'^ These are seve- 
rally contained in distinct chapters of the French 
work, a|^d abundantly exhibit T)otfe bis energy and 
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ingenuity. Azara is not to be regarded' as an adept 
in Ichthyology or Entomology, which sciences, when 
he l^t Europe, were in a very di^erent** state from 
what they now are. Probably he had never re- 
ceived a,8iDgle lesson regarding them, nor had in 
bis possession the most elementary treatise relating 
to them. Nothing daunted, however, and quite 
aware of his deficiencies, he determined to allow 
nothing to escape his scrutiny; and his memoirs on 
these subjects, more especially the one on the insects 
of the provinces, extending to sevedty pages, and 
including observations on bees and their products, 
and wasps and their habits, on the imniense colo- 
nies of ants, on the difierent kinds of flies, the pests 
of these countries, on beetles and locusts, and their 
overwhelming migrations, &c., cannot easily 
be surpassed either in interest or usefnlness. Pre- 
cisely similar remarks apply to his observations on 
the world. He was a horticulturist and 

florist rathe/ than a botanist, and very ent^ain- 
ingly discourses^ of whatever was most useful in 
Ibese departments ; of trees, shrubs, and grains, in 
their wildest luxuriance ; of the Paraguay tree, so 
often already mentioned in these pages, which is in 
these regions what tea is. in China, the object of 
/assiduous cultivation and extensive trade ; of many 
medicinal plants ; of those which yield caoutchouc ; 
^ of o^on, sugar-cane, vines, and tobacco ; of coffee 
and cacao, indigo, and sQk ; of maize and mandioc, 
or cassava, whenoe tapioca is prepared ; of oils and 
fruits and culinary vegetables. On these it was our 
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intention somewhat to have dilate^ but oni limits 
prevent, and we must deny odrselAs ibe gratifica- 
tion, and our readers, we venture to say, the 
pleasure. 

But curtailed as ^ese details necessarily must be, 
they aA, we believ^ amply sufficient to convey an 
accurate estimate of the patient devotedness with 
which Azara laboured during so many years, in a 
way most honourable to himself, for the advance- 
ment of science, and for the instruction and benefit 
of mankind. W e have mentioned, in a former page, 
the vexatious circumstances which det^ed him 
from the more stirring prosecution of his professian 
in the civilized world, and. chiuned him to America 
among the wild beasts of tho forest ; "and to which, 
however annoying to himself, we owe so much im- 
portant information,* and he, perhaps, his highest 
celebrity. The delays concerning the settlement of 
the limits, were not, however, his only ground of 
vexation. On the other hand, we are firom Ihean 
prepared to expect that those officials who could 
pursue such a course, in one important liffiaii, were 
ready for equal malversations in others. We have 
already stated that one of the subjects which en- 
gaged Azara's attention was a review of the history 
of the provinces, jand the sevml popidax accoui^ 
which had been published, lie was in circum- 
stances favouraUe for researdi, and nndertook to 
examine all the books and manusoiipts whietT were 
to be found in the country.^ On ascertaining his pur- 
pose, the governor of Paillgua5^ put a padlock upon 
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tke archiFOs under hk keeping, and thus for a time 
arrested his inAsts^tions. ^Another viceroy eio 
long succeeded, who was not only ignorant, but 
also hypocritical and jealous. The civic rulers of 
Assumption having requested Atara to favour them 
with an epitome of his researcheg upon the country, 
he readily complied. To mark their gratitude, they 
conferred on him the title of The most distin- 
guished citizen of Assumption." Upon this the 
governor was so irritated, that he caused Azara's 
history, description, and map to be«secr^ly con- 
veyed from the city, along with the register in 
which he was enrolled. a$ a citizen. In spite of all 
precautions, this disgraceful act became known, and 
this greatly increased the governor's jealousy and 
rage. He now wrote to the Spanish government, 
that Azara had prepared these documents and maps 
only that he might supply thm to their enemies,-' 
the Portuguese. In the year 1790, six great boxes, 
filled with valuables, were sent to the governor, by 
the. Portuguese authorities who were tampering with 
him^ and endeavouring to bring him over to their 
views. Of this occurrence the high functionary was 
not slow to avail himself, by representing that the 
boxes were intended really for Azara. He sent this 
information to the viceroy of Buenos Ayres, who 
immediately seized all Azaras papers and charts, 
which were iwver afterwards returned to him. 

* ThepB few statements abundantly prove that the 
vicerpys and governors, far bom being anxious to 
advance Azaara'a inteibst, dr to promote his wishes. 
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especially as it regarded bis return to Europe, on 
the contrary, did every thing they could to hii^er 
it. All this injustice of his superiors, ' however, 
diminished not our officers zeal in the execution 
of their orders. He vras appointed to survey the. 
southern limits of J^he states, in which government 
was intending to fix new settlements; and this 
duty was the more trying, as the region was quite 
a desert, peopled only by the wild Pampas. At a 
subsequent period, he received th^ military command 
of the frontier next Brazil, with an order to dislodge 
the Portuguese from the posts which they had there 
planted. To him also was- entrusted the task of 
examining the harbours of the La Plata, and of 
regulating a plan of defence against the anticipated 
attack of the English. He likewise presented to 
the local government memoirs upon a Variety of im- 
portant subjects, among which we shall particularize 
only one on the melioration of the administratimi, 
and another* upon liberating the civilized fndians 
from their bondage, by altering the absurd govern- 
ment which had been imposed upon them by the 
Jesuits. 

Whilst engaged in such honourable employments, 
for we cannot -allude to many oihprs, and with 
which he never /ceased to associate hb scientific 
pursuits, the neglect of the Spanish government at 
length came to an end, and some attention was 
manifested to an officer who was at once so devoted 
and so worthy of reward. In the year 1801, 
M. Aqura obtained the pompon he had so long 
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solicited, to retam to his native countiy.* On his 
azTival in Spain, as already mentioned, he soon 
began the publication of those works he might un- 
dertake without the permisdon of his superiors, and 
,of which we h&ve given some account. Speedily 
after this hc^ went to Paris, tl^at he might once 
more have the felicity of meeting his brother, whb 
was then the Spanish ambassador at the court of 
France. He here divided his •time between the 
enjoyment of his l^rothers society, and the cultiva- 
tion of Natural History. The lung t>f Spain had 
conferred upon him, in the month of October 1802, 
the rank of Brigadier-General; but his brother 
Nicolas, charmed with his personal intercourse, 
and, on account of his greater age, entertaining for 
him all a fathers interest, induced him to resign his 
new commi^ion, that he nri^t always be near 
himself. But, alas ! this tardy enjoyment , was 
short-lived. On tiie 26th of January 1803, Don 
Nicolas died ; and Don Felix closed the eyes of a 
brother he had ev^r loved, but had scarcely seen. 

The subsequent events of Axara's life are veiy 
imperfectly known. The king of Spain shortly 
recalled him, appointing him a member of the 
d$ fordficationes y d^ensa de Ambos Indiou^ 
a board of controul, in which w|is chiefly centred 

* It thus appeals that Asara never held Ihe " office of Oo- 
femor af Paragnay,** a distinction which has been confevned 
upon him hy th^ learned anther of the Prdiminary Diaoourae 

on the Study of Natural History. (Ree Lardnerla CyriopiDdia, 
vol. liz. p. 81 .) • * . ^ 
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the home government of the Spanish transatlantic 
possessions. From Spain he continued to correspond 
with his friend .Walckenaer^ concerning the publi- 
cation of his “ Voyages." In *the year 18(^ he 
writes^ that the government had fixed him in Ma- 
drid, and that though he had requested a short 
leave, it could not be granted. The ambition of a 
hero and t 3 rrant now altered the political relations 
of France and Spm, and exchanged the friendly 
and peaceful intercourse of Naturalists and others, 
for a deluge of misery, rapine, and blood. The last 
notice we find in the correspondence, in January 
1806, is in these striking words : A good citizen 
is his country’s, and 1 am now useful to mine." 
When his works were published in France, a copy 
could not be transipitted to Madrid ; and no further 
information, we believe, has been procured of his 
declining years, or of his death.^ 

Abused mortals, did you know 
Where joy, heart's ease, and comfortjgiow, 

You'd scorn proud towers, 

And seek them in these bowers ; 


* A ctudoas mistake is made in the last edition of the £n- 
cyclopssdia Britannica, wbioh, by the bye, (Mmtaiios the only 
attempt of a notice of Aziua>i Hib we hare seen, in any of the 
popular Biographie»or Enoyelopeediae. . He is here confounded 
with his brother, Don Joseph Nic^as ; and a Jumble is made 
of the histoiy'hf the two into one nanatiYe, and under one 
xiame^ viz. Ihn JoaepH FtiUa NiooUa de^xara. Hen^ f^olhg 
is made a soldier and naturahst, and Fdlx an ambassador* 
virtuoso, and sobdar. We need sparoely add;, that Don Fd&x 
did net die in the yfat 1603 or 1804. * 
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Whece winds, perhaps, our woods may sometimes shake. 
But blustering core can tempest never make. 

Nor murmurs e'er ooxhe nigh us. 

Saving of fountains that glide by uk 

Here'b no &ntastio masque or dance. 

But of our kids that frisk and prance ^ 

Nor wars are seen. 

Unless upon the green 

Two harmless lambs axe butting one another. 

Which done, both bleating run each to bis mother ; 

And wounds arejiever found. 

Save what the j^bngbshaze gives the groond. 
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SUB-GENUS 

OB 

THE DOGS, tfiOPERLV SO CALLED * 

Lv the preceding volume we have endeavoured to 
point out the reasons for considering domestic dogs 
to be descended, not solely from a species of wolves 
or of jackals, but from genuine wild dogs of more 

* The most ancient names of the dog are never coi^ounded 
with the wolf, Cu, Gi, »vw. Can, Cuen, Khan, Kene, Kao, 
Quaho, Quio, Qui-loh, Cagot, Coyot, Kot, Cat, belongs to 
them all : in the Gdtio dialects, in the Greek, Latin, Basque, 
even in the Hottentot and ancient Mexican; and the last 
form, Sanscrit, Indee, Chinese, and ancient European names. 
Dog, Dokke, Dhole, Tulki, Tokla, Toqnm, spreads similarij 
over the whole of Asia, Africa, and Europe : so again in the 
Greek, ; Orien^ Tleebi ; Taitar, Tay ; Bdgio, Tey, a 
dog, a bitch ; Tecbi, in Meadoan ; and in tbe.CMental, Ur ; 
and in the South Sea Iriands, Uri, a dog, one that rises sud- 
denly. A thord%h philological inquiry would mojst ossuredlj < 
show, that in no language, and at notperiod, did man po- 
sitivety confound the w6U^ the Jaoksl, or the fox, with a real 
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fhan one homogeneous species. Sepairate descrip- 
tions hare already shown this result, and enabled 
us to deny that dog-like wild canines are unques- 
tionably alienated domestic dogs. That there are 
races of fc^l dogs will be shown in the sequel ; 
but the existence of these animalp, and the appear- 
ances they exhibit, are in themselres reasons for 
not admitting the general inference, where the indi- 
cations whidi should guide us are found wanting. 
With re^d to the«probability of the intermixture 
of the wolf with the dog, the facts are known an<^ 
admitted ; and it may be also assumed, that if a 
genuine species of the last mentioned should not be 
parent of any race of dogs, still the crossing often 
repeated, which, in the earlier states of society, 
when men and dogs lived more with the wilder 
species of the creation, must hare been much more 
frequent, and consequently a very considerable pro- 
portion of the blood of the wolf may be infused in 
some races, at least of the domestic species ; and 
that proportion, together with other circumstances 
of climate, food, and education, must have contri^ 
buted to modify their chaiBCtei;s and powers.* Tlie 
same views are applicable to the jackals, and the 
smaller races of dogs of middle and southern Asia, 
and again to the Dusicyon group^of dogs of South 
America. 

* See Dt. RioharoBon'e Fanna Americana. lii*his 

letter to ns, he states the. American wolves to intermix freely 
with the dogs. Th%'Printe of Wied is of the same opimon. 
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It is only upon this principle that we can account 
for the different number of maxnmm which domestic 
dogs are provided with ; for physiologists, we ap- 
prehend, are not justified in assuming the diffmnce 
in org^s of such importance to arise from domesti- 
city, food, or climate : no other domestic animal is 
thus found altered by these circumstances; and 
even in the sow, should they be found to differ^ it 
is evident that more dian one original species is in- 
termixed. Now, of domestic dogs, Mr. Dauben- 
ton examined twenty-one individuals of both sexes, 
and found eight who had five on each side, making 
ten ; eight with four on each side, making eight ; 
two with five on one side and four on the other, 
making nine ; and three with four on one, and 
three on the other^ seven. We have seen 

already, that the maximum of mammm in the 
canines is ten, and the minimum six ; that in all 
the wild species the number is always in pairs, and 
that they never vaiy in a species. To wlufl; other 
cause, then, can we ascribe the cdiomidy in domes- 
tic dogs so justly as to an intermixture of species? 
Nations, at &st, redaming Ihe best disposed canines 
of their own woods, and after a gradual demorali- 
sation by servitude, in animals by nature prurient, 
succeeding in making cross breeds wirii the do- 
mestic spedes of other tribes, derived from other 
re^ons. This opi|uou is stongthened by the fact, 
that the attraction^ to finm a ^oss bieej witfi 
wilder animals, have always or^inated with the 
domestic races. We may*iegret the celebrated 
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physiologist did not give the names of the breeds 
of dogs, along with the number of mammaa^ ; for it 
is likely that the most anomal9us would have 
shown also the greatest degree of degradation in 
the crossipgs^ Some inferences might likewise be 
drawn from a multiplied seriesrof observations ob 
the colour of the eyes ; for in the wild, and semi- 
wild dogs, they are constantly uniform. Even the 
quality and oolours of the hair is not without some 
importance ; for although both albinism and mela- 
nism are existing effects in the Wild ""state, among 
many species of mammiferm, they scarcely affect a 
second generation. Notwithstanding that domesti- 
city, even in the very first of&pring, is liable to 
show a commencement of change of colour, it does 
not, in the main, take away the original tinctures 
from the greater number so produced ; and when 
the disturbing cause is removed, and the animals 
are allowed to resume their aboriginal state, the 
primitive liveiy returns. We may conclude, also, 
that the feral rac^s of long standing are of similar 
colours with the types from which they are sup- 
posed to have sprung, both in Asia and America, 
and that they clearly pmnt to species of aboriginal 
dogs, not to be grouped with either wolves or foxes. 
The colour of the palate in several races of dogs 
being black, while in others it is whitish, may de- 
^serve^nsideration, for we observed the black to 
prevau in the wild and semi-domesticated species 
of South America ; and it has since been found to 
be the case with liie breeds of Patagonia and^ Tierra 
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it » durt 0ie fattto faaVe «ften a 
fifth tofis ea the jimd &et, al mU a» <he.fi»i&», 
who wi.qioetly^xmded mdth it. In fhase raapects, 
file nces l^uth Adsenea Msiaiilate vitli fiw old 

do tdiHlt in soT^ other 

Hayilig already, a^vi^ad to the dcaMs of caxihies 
iu genial, we i^aU defer further notice iWe 
describe the struoture of the piimitiTe races. ^ 

There is no eo&t^ of the.: hair assignid^.e 
to dogs ; though , perhaps a kind of fulTOUS buff is 
the most, frequent^ in all the regions 6( moderate 
and fervid temperatures^ And it may be observed, 
that the author of the Briiidi Hdd %orts has justly 
rmarked, that sjl the great and races ^ 

dogs are originally divided a rough and^ smooth 
variety, which appear to be ind^endent*of climate ; 
for both, are found to csontixme under opposite cir- 
cumstances. . . 

m 9 ^ 

No domestic dog is provided with a tail that 
reaches to the ground^ or J^irms d real bru^ like 
that of fo3tes ; the, organ is not so flexible sa m ^the 
last mentioned, tigid^ and . amstly drawh ‘ up 
into a carve^ .with the pp^; towards the hafok^ In 
joy, it* wags &oni side to. fade; in fear, 
drawn between the of dogs ard 

originally upright imd . pointed, hi; all Ihe ' tiuses 
having. lo^ and/#' in those^ 

wImWO head it ..si^QEri^ hut flip 

hll^ :» they: .are ’ hatf erect ; ^ 4e >4»t- 

^ A' Itoaoy, IL 


terriers of Europe, as they 
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headed, hng dowa. 'Um tym vf aH are 
IBtm horiSMtet IhefB in the ndldspeeieg; they are 
Mated apinendiat nearer together, {re comparatnefy 
higer, of Immi, bladcv ahd sometii&ee of 
%ht bhie oQioaM. Dogi stand mere perpendiou- 
larijr upon the toes than mdstw; the ttoup is 
egus], or eras. hi|^ than Urn shonldecs. < Bat it 
la in thar intaileetiial^owen that they axe cfaiefl/ 
and audneadf dhthtgoidad from their eor^uenets, 
peweta sootadwrlheir ongiaal ooostitntion, mnt- 
tainahhihf those d»t have xmnmnedtnld, andoaljr 
iapaMdev^epedl^ edttoadrnaBdeuonmataacas; 
nwdidad, ov ewQ deterkrated, hy etosaes with the 
icreclahnaUe spemea. * 

Of aU eanuTwwa quadzupeda, they poaaew de 
gieatMt eaae^ of BiodtiI4ti|Qsta in their voice t they 
hairk, bay# howl, yelp, whine, cry, growl, and snarl, 
accotdh4 to the emotiona they fed When en- 
oonzpging eech other at hunting, eapresnig the 
larq^oage of aathmityf in watch^ess, at^dutent 
neiaae, or dis{^et«iire at partioalar sounds i In pain 
or sufraring, they have an aspresave moan; a g«t> 
ttual tremnloQs sqtteal, under impatienee ; a perl, 
haangsr; and a losodcdehtfek, when their pMdmia 
aw exoited to ferocity. Who ia there so Uttle ob- 
ItRnqit as net to know, almost the sound of the 
femtiiote, the peculiar bark of the dmver and d«q>- 
^hfiid’s do^ half intonated, aa the toftesdm of 
ddb^ltod aoSws^ty, end wdewt and hy the flodor 
the dnidsi,*tbe mtm eaneat dfethkn when the 
itotfdlBiiliadksittiddid, fDll«na^kr‘tba/«rto4 

A 



* attM»«OK«»T XniAlWB ^ ftl 

Uuff epttreifiiig » bbowm, «A at hngOi 

the dutfp a(i«}« iiilim k a«tia^ 

obedieMEV’ bj igtaningita 4 l»'ip 0 t| WiA'aitMnte Us 
<aden ivdH oounteifciiaA $aget; or, if '&Wp> 
pointed, thehalfhovUitglaif efiaountatioblitthe 
Mm»1 AU then emotlcne ate axpteund in e 
btagiu^ ‘a'h^dit sttirlBi tiie ^gvdttt endoanumts 
bestowed hy the Oteates^e hit,' AC p top enea that 
OHUMt well be Tnistakm, aw sbldied) Vithevt 
oaUiBg vfHm oox STmpaAp and offtctioeu 1 >^ 
fikawise, eo^teis ninlt 1 ^ tbe Toiee, 

tluir de^ to be edmitted widnB dobn, and, atiU 
mote, in bef^ingwith peeseremaoe; oiiaaatoBt' 
meut, w£en treked with cantesapt, fbey an jea- 
loos of the masteCf foTohr, ^akdc i» dtseorarii^ 
the respeetihle, ina^t to the p^, iW pr- 

aandiamg, tjnanni^ asaoag dteit toeanet ioAxions 
and &wiUD|p' upw ‘toeir st^mloia; ittjatp thep 
reaeat, widf the £acntiftn endperttoacitp §t poii« 
tieuna. ^ > 

Hfiidtli telaMb of hit bwa do^ a Act, whisit be 
wita«Md:->-Xhe aaimal had been tooBdcdbp taao- 
thar of peator atireiig|A; when xetaatol to his 
kma, was obserred ** 81 ^ heabetabud fraA half 
Ae ptopertioii of Us allottod Aad, and Atouail a 
idad ef ctosa wiA hto iitor so»b daps 

h« w««t otd, btoa^ iMWB«a dega «r the -thhut/ 
basic, snad ftsstodlbeBs tgatobis hqcid. 
fshr pntotdiag wdntrtad Ae waAet’s aneiwtM 4 
wbat) wmtdhtog’lhe tstculA sAuirred Aat thep all 
trsMfiittxififAtotMdl^ IdAwAg then, IwfoMd 

4 • 
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tliejr <pr<»ce^de(}, , bj sevaral i»tre ^9 to J}ie «^fts of 
V^the town, Tdiere the lead^ singled out a laftgedog, 
M^hich Eras immediately assailed bj; all his guests, 
and serere]^" punished* , 

A similar case is reported tq hare happe^ed some 
years ag<s m the precincts of J^ondon, w^ere a 
perscm.on bu^ness firom Devoiiport (then , named 
Oock) had taken his dog. This animal being mal- 
treated by a watch-dog, returned, wkh bis master, 
home; but he waa missed a day or two aftei*, as 
well as a^ favoxuite^mpamon of bis,* a very laigb^ 
house-dog, and neither were seen for about ten 
days. They had scarcely returned before a letter 
arrired, informing the owner of the dog, that that 
anima}, in company with another, had been seen 
at the place where he had been maltreated, and 
that they had killed the dogVho gave the first 
. oSsnee/ s , . . ^ 

The^BSgacity of some races is no less remarkable : 
as, for iBi^asu:^ 4ilmt of a dog who had 4ela)^ed en- 
teimg the feny^fibat at Saltash, Vor I^Byoiiport, 
and, ^ii]^i% after it, feund that the tide swept 
instead of p^vering,, he swam hack, 
andt rtming along the to some distance up 
the {dunged in again, and reached the 

hmdii|g on ibe oppoate side« Dr. J. Jdaocul* 
of h^ ownlomwledge, sever^ singular 
of a Scottish diepherd-dog, who.always 
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Their instinctive coimptehaision of the neiure of 
proper^, is evinced in the csase of a ladjjat Bath 
walking out, mid finding her progress impeded hy d 
strange mastiff-dog, unfil; half alarmed, she dis^ 
covi^e^^the loss of her v^H when, retraMitg her 
steps, the dog weftt on before h^, t31 thO' article 
lost wias discoveied ; and then the animal hastened 
after his own master. Again, when a lad, npon a 
hard trotting horse, allowed the cak^ he had Bought 
to* be tossed out of his basket ; dnd he had scarcely 
discovered his loss oh dismounting, when the house- 
dog, who had followed him, came hom^ with the 
greater part in Ms mouth i these {fe had no sooner 
dropped^ than, running ham^' he fetched the re- 
mainder. ' ‘ " 

But their capacit^of Understanding certain wishes 
of man, is still more caribusly evinced in the Pariah 
dogs, belonging to the Sepoy soldiers in Indiu. As 
these men are of many different creeds, se#^ and’ 
castes, scarcely any twd chu cook together, ' hr use 
the same vessels; they are even jealhus of h defiling 
slmdow passing across food* But ftieir duties 
not permitting pemnal st^erintetidlhGe, num^baTe 
dogsr so" trained, at to kee^ off aH strangem : 
animals Will stand on th^ hind fee^ and, 
in the air, drive^ia^y ah a sfeopmg' 

vulture; hemg ever carefbrl^t fibeir^oWiI ifeadow 
doesnormross^evessefe : ' ^ 

"llieir Wevole^ mid^feidbice (ff im- 

pending ctnseqfieh<^ we pesm^y witnessed" 
in a wat^-d{^, ^hV hidden, ^ in the 
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correiit <fC a Toaritig s\m6e to saye a maB cur, mali- 
cbudy flung in. And, in another instance, of a 
Pomeranian dog, we hare often seem, belonging to 
the master of a Dutch Byknder vessel : this crea- 
ture sprang overboard, caught a child up swam 
on shore vrith it, before any person had *disdovered 
the accident. , The most remarkable of these is, 
however, that of a Swiss Chamois hunter's dog, 
who, being on the glaciers with an English gentle-, 
man and his mastei^, observed the first approaching 
one of awful crevices in the ice to look down 
into it, he began to slide towards the edge; his 
guide, with a vi^w* to save him, caught his coat, 
and both slid onward, till tbe dog seized his mas- 
ter's clothes, and arrested them both from inevita^ 
ble death. The gentleman left the dog a pen»on 
for life. 

A more remarkable presentiment of danga* affect- 
ing themselves, appears in the notice Captain Fitz- 
roy gives of the earthquake ^ai Galca^uasco, on tbe 
20th February, where it appeared that all * 

the dogs had lefi; the town before the, great shock 
which ruined the buildings was felt and, it seems, 
that the same instinct was manifested at Con- 
cepcion.* 

But, in constant fidelity^ the dog ofBars the ^ 
highest models for our admiration and gratitude ; 
^umbqrless are the cases where they have been 
found oa fields df buttfe, ly^ng by, and watching 
‘the bodies of tlieir simn masters, la 16^, S. 
^ * ^oanukl of the Royal GoograpUoal Sodetf,<. 
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Bocbart relates a cas^, then still witnessed at Paris, 
]>y all who chose, of a d|>g who had foBowed his 
master s bier tp the grave three years before, and 
was then remaining on the spot!^ . A aiEular case 
occurred in the last half century, at lade, where 
the admiration oft the neighbourhood caused a hut 
,to be built for the dog, upon the grave of his master, 
and food to be brought him. The faithful creature 
. resided on the spot for nine years, wh^^he died. 
Eecently, the public authi^ties in firance having 
made strenuous endeavours to abate smi^ggling be- 
tween the frontiers of Belgium and that kingdom, 
discovered that they had only trs^asfmred ihe prac- 
tice from men to dogs, who wore trained to carry 
lace, add otlier small articles, securely packed, 
across fields and '^rivers, where a whole sRimy of 
custom-house, or other officers, werd^ inadequate to 
arrest them. ’ ' ' 

Dogs have propensities to act upon excitements 
which would seem to be foreign to their nature, 
though we know that musical sounds offend them,^ 
yet to have so strong a prelection for harmony, as 
is described to have been the case with a dog at 
Paris, is very remarkable; for this animal, who 
w^as known, in the beginning of the Revolution, to 
musicians, by the name of Parade, because he regu- 
larly attended the militaiy at the Thuileries, stood 

* HieroBcqcon. . A later aoocmnt attarts hit oontimuition in 
the Chiu;eli-yard df St. InuOoent, to the cod of hia life. Sec 
also the affeotbg anecdote in BeO^ British Qasdrop^, 
page 2il ' ^ ^ ' 
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by, and marched with the band; and, at night, 
went to the Opera, Comedie Italienne, or Theatre 
Feydau ; dined with any musician ^vho expressed, 
by a word or gesture, that his company was asked ; 
yet aiways.withdrew from attempts to be ma^e the 
property of any individual.^ There is a still more 
singular instance of the desire of excitement in the, 
dog, who, for several seasons, was known, in Lon- 
don, to be always present and conspicuous whenever 
there was a fire ; yet was not owned by any person 
belonging to the hre-companics. 

But the most amusing,4s the case communicated 
to the French Academy of Sciences by the cele- 
brated Leibnitz, referring to a dog who had been 
taught to modulate his voice, so as as to hh able to 
repeat ijitmligibly the words required to ask for 
coffee, tea, anfl chocolate. 

The numbeiiess anecdotes that might he collected 
oh these subjects would fill volumes, and attest the 
crodibiUty uf ant least a great number. But to pro- 
ceed. 

Dogs are prone to dream ; and then they may be 
observed t<^ move their feet, make efforts to hark, 
agitate themselves as if they were hunting, or be- 
come excited till the hair rises on tl^r flanks, and 
skin becomes clammy ; yet, wjyh awake^ they 
s^tat^ly-^erer sweat, hut cool themselves by panting, 
1 ^ haa|ging out the tongue. They discover, with 
great reildmess, kt sti^nge persons, the tokens of 
fondiiess fer their species, by what a classical firiend 
* Peltier. Paris pendant IVumee 1798. 
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Calais, a freemasonry bet^yeeii them. Yet activity of 
peit^ption, and lively instinct^ is occasionally found 
quite wanting: .Thus, of twQ dogs who bad fol- 
lowed their masters, in a bui ning sun, idong the 
sands' the French coast, on the Mediterranean,, 
when thfey 'stopped to rest, one immediately dug 
with his feet a hole, sufficient to shelter and cool 
him, while the other stood whining in distress, 
without even the ^intelligence to imitate his compa- 
nion. Another instance of stupid indifference is 
related'to have been witnessed by Sir Robert Heron, 
who was followed home from the assizes by a strange 
dog. The animal stayed at his house, without the , 
least concern, until the Baronet returned to the 
same county town, when he found the dog Was the 
property of a brother miigistrate, and had4)Uowed 
the first mentioned, to all appearance, only because 
he, as Well as the other, rode chestnut pomes. 

In the account .of the dogs of Patagonia, we shall 
see the extraordinary value savages set upon pos*^ 
sessiiig them ; and we may thence infer their im- 
portance, in the earlier er^ of the world, to those 
tribes that first succeeded in domesticating them*. 
They were the surgeons of the sav^e, licking the 
wounds he had received in his frequent encounters 
wkh fellow"inen,«<vr wild beasts ; and guarding his 
weapons and his couch. The interest thus excited, 
soon caused the figure of a dog to beceme typical 
abstract ideas. His image ^oame the universal 
designation of fidelity ; bis odercive instinct, that of 
the twp hemi^herc^ for so ihe Egyptians typifiied 
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tAeia $sa eacli nde of tbebawk in their prooessiofm; 
mi explained ihe meaning to be, that these com- 
pelled the sun (the hawk) to keep, his course with- 
in the zodiac. In the surgical capacity,' they Were 
represented by the embaliniDg priests, wl^'wore 
masks of blade dogs* heads befotre their faces. In 
that of watching, the dog was Anubis,* Sothis, As- 
trocyon, Ailurus or Sirius, the dog-star ; the riser 
whose appearance warned the public of the approach- 
ing inundation of the Nile. In, the character of 
nurse, Theba (the bitch) was the ark, the preserTr 
ing diUd renovating asylum of man. This doctrine 
, spread through all the systems of initiation, classi- 
cal as well as barbarian, as far as the British Druids, 
whose canine denomination is mentioned in a for- 
mer page. The Egyptians^ also testified their fear 
and abhorrence of the Scythic, or shepherd con- 
querors, after their expulsion, by sacriEcing to 
Typhoon {Taiphtme\ red-haired men, oxen, and 
red dogs* The Greeks, who were more attracted 
by the poetry, than by the abstract meanings of 
their own or their neighbours* religious emblems, 
after placing Cerberus to watch the gates of their 
Infernal regions, notice them mostly in hunting 

^ Anubin was also the pcrsoni&QatiQnof human soienoe (irom 
Aanh, gold?) He was gilded in character of Tlu>t ; but 
as Henxumubis or Mercury, conductor of the dead, he waa 
^mtodtblaekfliuid hence his image was occafdonaJJy made 
half yeUow mtd half block. See JaUonidci ^nubis, and Croat- 
2er Rel. de^l*!Aitti^uitd His statue was distingoidied by an 
aeidiMdue tivmwn ^ 
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soeoes^ md m ihe fkbubm or SLCiml destths of 
heroes and real personages, by the agency of dogs : 
though eren her^ they are probably mere types, in- 
cluding the fale of Actasony and of Eschyhis, tom to 
pieces |jy Esterices, not terriers, as Dr, G]grk seems 
to believe, nor bemse-do^ but ^inasimfsred by en- 
vious courtiers, on account of the honours paid hiia 
by King Attalus. The Bomans, also^ had. their 
legends and ceremonies, in which dogs bore a con* 
spicuous part. The image of a*dog was placed in 
the, vestibulum of their houses to guard the Penates. 
In commemoration of their delivery from destruc- 
tion, and in' punishment of the apathy the Gapito* 
line watch dogs were guilty of, on the night when 
the Senonic Gauls would have escdladed this last 
stronghold of the ‘republic, and geese alone vrere 
watchful, they had annually a ceremony, wborein 
a dog was crucified, upon an elder^^tree (Sambtum 
ni^a\ between the temples of Sumanus o^d In- 
ventus; and all dogs seen about the streets were 
then flogged, for the neglect of tfieir progenitors. 

In the fire-worship initiatioA of the Zenda Vesta, 
he, the dog that repels darkness and his agents, is 
pourtrayed with the eyes and eyebrows yellow, and 
the ears white and yellow. The animal is still an 
object of solicitude with aH Parsees at Bombay. 
Food is, by them, given to all dogs promiscnously ; 
and so incumbered was the city by their numbers^ 
that the government,, not without serious opjxjsi- 
tion, was lately compelled to abate the nuisance, by 
causing great numbers to be enticed on board I>oats, 
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which, putting to'sea; means were found to destroy 
them. 

The ancient Chaones, Lychaones, and, perhaps, 
the Sacae,* seem to have taken their name from 
dogs 5 and probably they bore these animals^ or their 
skins, for banners. The Menapic had a dog in their 
shields ; and the Tertio Decimanni (according to the 
provjpcial canon from Constantine to Theodosius), 
hod the same emblem, painted yellow upon a w'hite 
ground. In the Fotitia Imperii, no less tlian teO 
legions bore the ciBgies of dogs upon tlieir shields. 

Among the PtoemBarii of Ethfopftt, a living dog 
was kept and w'orshipped as an inspired king,t 
whose voice and actions were interpreted by priests ! 
The root Can, Khan, in its acceptation of power,^ is 
evidently mixed up with the idea of a dog. We 
find the Psalmist typifying, by the name of dogs, 
hostile kings around him ; and the prophets making 
use of the term head, or chief dog. The word 
Keleb, only marks that it is a foreign image trans- 
lated into the l&guage of the Hebrews. Many 
nations in central Allh, and. tribes that emigr^ed 
from thence, employed large ferocious dogs 
they had with them for the purposes of war. Some- 
times forming Hheir advancad, or first line, with 
* * 

* IFtacte, Saha, SaJua, of India.; Sak, andent Perfidc,adog ; 
Gsach, Teutonic, power ; Cbacli, a king. The Median 
St dogi, a# only a mutation of Salt 

t Pliny, Bolinus, j^lutarcli, Even in Britain, Co, a 
dog or a head, was thus dignified, as in Cunobelin : the head, 
hiag j the solar hirig^ dog the sun, the pendragon. c 
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light troops, and these animals ; at others, each war- 
rior having his own dog to assist him ; and, lastly, 
placing the dogs J;o guard' their* women mi waggon- 
crimps. We find this usage among the Hircanians, 
Caspihns, Colophoni, Castabanentes, the Gauls, the 
tribes on the Mealier, and the Garamantes of the 
African Zaara.* The oldest (Germanic tribes like- 
wise used dogs ; and the Oymbers, when they^ere 
defeated by Marius, left the glory of a long ana ob- 
stinate rpristance to the Roman legions in the hands 
of their wom*en,- and the valour of their dogs, who 
formed the dcienKve force of the waggon-rampart 
that inclosed their camp. The practice cf. using 
watch-dogs to guard fortresses and castles, oontmued 
until the introduction of regular armies. The town 
of St. Malo, in France, for several centuriej^ was 
guarded by a few vfatchmen, and many dogs kept 
at the public expense, who were unchained as soon 
as the gates were locked. The Rhodian l^ighis 
trained theirs with particular care for this service ; 
during the invasion of Pern h« the Spaniards,' the 
names of two dogs are record(|Pwhp received regu- 
lar soldiers rations.t , ' 

But it was for the purposes of watching the flocks 
and hunting, that dogs were most universally trained 
from the earliest ^ges, and that pains began to be 
taken to improve their re<|uired qualities, by cross- 

^ Seo Pliny, VaJeriuir Flacctts, and others. 

+ They were named teoncsillo and Vezerillo. Hifr 

tory of Pom, 
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ing the breeds of different countries. The Cync- 
geticR of the younger Xenophon, Gratius Faliscns, 
Aurelius Ncmesianus, Oppian and JElian, contain 
. many particulars on the questions connected 'with 
this subject. .We learn from them, that although 
the Greeks had many denominations of laces of 
dogs, the distinct varieties in their possession were 
not numerous ; and, that while their instinctive qua- 
lities were as perifect Us now, they had not yet 
acquired that co:giplete docility which incessant 
training and education has since produced. 

In a series of sixteen or setenteen breeds of 
hunting-dogs then existing in Western Asia, Greece, 
Italy, and to the north 5f Macedonia, there appears 
to have been only two races ; one of greyhounds, 
the other of a kind of dogs hunting by the scent. 
Most of these were named after the nations where 
they were bred ; but others, particularly in Greece, 
were subdivided under appellations of their sup- 
posed original owners, or from qualities for which 
they were celebi^ed. Thus, the Iberian, Gallican, 
and Carian, were Jffskiic ; the Thracian, Sauroma- 
tan, Thessalian^ and Pmonian, were extra Grecian ; 
the Ausonian, Arcadian, Laconian, Locrian, Und 
Cretan, were Greek. Among the last mentioned, 
were the breeds called OastoriaBj' Menblaides, and 
Hermodian, named after the bdroes- who were sup- * 
.posed to have reared than. The Cypceli, or dogs 
^withefkt feet, bred in Abhaia, were most likely 
veiy fleet gri^rSbounds. The Spartan, or Laconian, 
asserted to be a cross breed derived from foxes, or 
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more likely from our Chrysean* group, hunted by 
the scent. The Ghaonian, no doubt, had also a 
mixed origin, or were a domesticated race of Cha- 
ontes, or Chrysean wild dogs, allied to the Molos- 
sian, which race was a broad-moutlied breed, and 
therefore coiinecte^ with the drover, or watch-dog, 
but not with the bull-dog or mastiff; for that kind 
was unknown, until the march of Alexander made 
Greece acquainted with it. The Ghaonian is most 
likely still to^ be seen in the great watch-dogs of 
Epirus, and ^ven in the race of Asia Minor ; and, 
as it is mentioned also among the Cretan, where 
the Molossian were fabled to have been cast in brass 
by Vulcan, and animated by Jupiter, we may con- 
clude, that it was imported during the sxvarming of 
the Cyclopian, and other nations, after they were 
expelled Albanian Iberia and High Asia, and were 
wandering, for some centuries, along the iu 
quest of plunder and new homes. Of tins race 
were also, no doubt, the Cretan Diaphonoi, who 
fought by day and hunted by* night. But the ^ 
Parippi seem to have been itoall, and carried on 
horses, as was afterwards done, in the romantic era 
of Western Europe, by knights and. damsels with 
their hrachets.* 

Cmlius and others advert, however, to a race of 
blue, or slate-coloured Molossi (Ohud Molo88t\ 
not highly esteemed by the sportsm^ of antiquity ; 
which, neverthfiess, we kre mclived to con^der as 

* Qtben, bowew, imagine tbat tlie wefe dogs, in 

flectnes^ ctqual tb a hone^ ipeed. 
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the sources ' of the French Matin, so unphilosopH- 
cally represented by Buffon as one of the great pro- 
genitor breeds of dogs, though it is only an inferior 
descendant of what is now cdM the great Danish 
dog, dr, more proper|^, the great house-dog of the 
northern Oertaan nations. This^ace Was anciently 
of an irOn-biue colour, and approached, in the form 
of the mouth, the present Suliot dogs. The Mo- 
^lossi, uiuike hull-dogs, %ho seldom, if ever, giro 
tongue, were, prem^ to barking. ^ 

« » 

. _ domuB aimul alta Molceses personuit canibus. 

A Lucretius. 

Virgil styles the race Acer Molofssns. Nimesianus 
speaks of rural Molossi. The present breed of the 
Morea still retains its ancient characters, and is not 
of mastiff form. It was wheik the Greeks became 
acquainted with the true mastiffthat they, accord- 
ing to their constant practice, referred to some* race 
of their own, a different kind of. dogs, but which 
the g(^s, having created every thing in Greece, ne- 
cessarily proceeded from thence ; and the Romans, 
servile copiers of Greek ideas, applied the same 
name of Molosrian to the British buU-dog, when 
they became acquainted with it."* 

Tba^Arcadian dogs,, J/eonicti said to 

be sprung from lions, show an approach to mastiffs, 
only that they were not with drooping ears ; for 
Megasthenes, bring, believe, the most anrient. 

* Giatlus makes the distinction, when he admits the 
iuferibdty ol the^ Ifriossian to the British. Cynej^eHeon, 175. 
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writer who notices that peculiarity, would scarcely 
have mentioned it as such in Persia, if it had been 
known among any breed of dogs in Grreece. 

The Alopecideif of Sparta seem not to have been 
valued, when, according to l^nophon, who com- 
pares th%m with the Gastorid * they were under- 
sized, and, consequntly, wanting in audacity and 
perseverance ; their principal use was in securing 
small game. Yet, according to Nicander, the Cas- 
torides were dun*coloured dogs, of a similar vulpine 
origin as the Alopecides of Laconia and Aroorgia. 
Amyclea, where they were bred, being a town of 
Laconia, and the birth-place of Castor and Pollux. 
Festus calls them, Sagaces canes ex vulpe et 
canc But as crossing breeds was constantly prac- 
tised, the Spartan, on other occasions, are highly 
praised ; and then, no doubt, were fit to grapple 
with the larger animals of the chase. These, pro* 
bably, were the Castorides of Xenophon. 

Among the breeds of dogs known to the cl^ical 
writers of antiquity, b^ report move than by per- 
sonal information, was that styled Elymman. It 
seems to have belonged to the Elymasi, a tribe of 
the deserts bordering on Bactria and Hircania, but 
to have extended as &r as Egypt ; for it is depicted 
on the monuments of Thebes. Cirino, and the 
commentator on Pracastors Alcon, show the pro- 
bability, that from this name arose the modem 
appellation of Zyemer, in French, lAmier^ applied ‘ 
to the blood-hound, because it was formerly used 
to track game, such as wild boar, &c., through the 

VOL. ft. , Q 
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forest, until tlie huntsman, who held it by a length- 
ened lyemme, or leash, came upon the lair of the 
animal.* It is, however, likely, that the Limmer 
is meant, for the two races are ^confounded ; and 
the last mentioned was the most common. 

Of thfe Indici, or Indian dop, by Arii^lotle re- 
ported to be a hybrid race between the dog and 
tiger, we may conjecture, as this intermixture is 
physiologically inadmissible, that the Oreek philo- 
sopher trusted reports conveyed to him from the 
cast, and origina^ng either in the love of the mar- 
vellous, which orientid nations constantly betray, or 
in the misapprehension of terms used in the descrip- 
tion of the spotted, or brindled parent animal, by 
the Greeks understood to be a tiger or a panther ; 
when the words of the natives, which conveyed this 
idea, may have confounded^ the hunting-leopard 
with a brindled canine of the woods, such as the 
Lyciscus tigris^ we have already noticed ; or a spe- 
cies of Lycaon {Canis pictus\ of central Asia, now 
lost by absorption in the mastiff race ; or in a 
broad-mouthed spotted, or brindled dog, nearly 
allied to it, then called the Lybian Matagonian, and 
formerly also about the temples of Ceylon ;t for 

It is also 'written Limcr, 'when the blood-hound is in- 
tended ; and linuner ancien^y signilfed another kind, — ^the 
mongrel between a hound and a greyhound ; this was let slip 
to pursue the game at sight, and retrieve it by the nose when 
lost ; but the bloo4-hound was not slipped, he led the hunts- 
man in Ealenoo. 

t Indi coitus tempore in Saltibus canes fsBininas reliqunt ut 
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this was likewise pretended to be a crossed race 
witli a wild beast. , Seyeral other races of dogs are 
mentioned by the Greek classical writers of anti* 
quity ; but we kAow little more of them than their 
names, and with what breeds it was recommesded 
to crosS*them. But the cattle,' and shepherd-dogs, 
equally valuable in himting and in watching flocks, 
are described as by far the largest and most useful. 
In this race was intermixed the blood of the Chaon^ 
already noticed. Chaonides a Chao luporum ge* 
nere non nulk existement.** — Caelius.* They were 
of the same kind as the Epirotic Molossi, and most 
likely the progenitors of the subsequent western 
boar-hounds. 

The Romans, during their extended empire, added 


cum liis Mgridcs cmant : *quarum ex primes oonceptibus ob iii> 
miam feritatcm, inutilis partus judicant ; itidem secundos ; ^pd 
tcrtios cducaut . — Solinusy PolyMstory Pliny y Strabo. 

Non canis sed tigris procrcatus, ct sccundo ex hoo%t cane ' 
ctiamnumtigris, qni vero dcniccps ct hoc ct cone concipitur 
canis est seminis, in detenus degcncratur neqne hoc negaverit 
Aristotcl^s. — JElian, lib. 8. 

There may be truth in the mode cf breeding from an hybrid 
race as above indicated, and that tho infusion of strange blood 
required softening down for two generations, without ex- 
tinguidiing the vigour the cross had produced ; for, of the 
fourth generation of. a cross with the wolf, the French king's 
chief hunstman nqiorted to B^on, that liaving .tried one in a 
boar chase, he was kiUed, by venturing, in the first encounter, 
to grapple with his quarry directly in front. • ^ 

* From this root wc may aLsb derive tho Roman proper 
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several races of dogs to the Greek catalogue. They 
notice the Celtic breed, which was regarded as 
descended from wolves.* 

The Spanish Iberian is equivocally praised by 
Ncmesianus. Nec quorum proles de sanguine 
manat origo.” It is thmice, however, we Rave ob- 
tained dogs of a very fine scent ; and Oppian like- 
wise mentions the IBEPES; hut the question 
remains, Whether Asiatic Iberia is not meant by 
both ? It was from that vicinity that they obtained 
their Phasiania, supposed to be used in fowling. 
The Petronian^ so called on account of their hard 
feet, were a breed introduced from the Sicambri, 
beyond the Rhine, and also believed to have been 
adapted to the same purpose ; but the Alikomxmian^ 
from the vicinity of Pindus, in Macedonia, are 
only praised for a circumventing sagacity, as men- 
tioned by Gratius Faliscus. “ Comparat his ver- 
suta suas Athamaniafraudes.” 

In ‘ Italy Proper, the Etruscan and Umbrian 
breeds alone seem to have been valued ; the first, 
according to Nemesianus, was a shaggy harrier, and 
may have been introduced from Spain by the Iberian 
colony which forced its way into Liguria. The se- 
cond, a dog nearly allied to our later blood-hound, 

names of Cato and CatuUos, through the Sabine Catu, the 
most ancient Italian name for a dog. 

* Hoc idem e lupis Galli, quorum greges suum cuisque 
Vluotoniifi 0 canibuB Lyciscam habuit.*' — Pliny. But Strabo 
thinks they came from Bri&in. See Aleou. p. 17. 
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since it was held by a limme, or thong, and, guided 
by the nose, led the hunter on to the game 

Sic cam ferae vestigat, et Icmgo sagax 
Loro tenetur umber, ao presso vias 
^rutatur ore, dam proonUente suem 
Odore eentit ; paret & iaoito locum 
Rostro per eirat, &c. 

Sknkca in Thykste. 

In Persia, where the ruling dynasties were in 
general descended from conquering tribes of central 
Asia, and the princes possessed vast hunting packs, 
as is attested by Xenophon, we find Megasthenes 
first noticing true mastiffs with drooping ears ; these 
were most likely known among the Greeks by tlie 
name of Candarides and Seri.* The East had also, 
as we have seen, ^fowerful cattle*dogs and true 
greyhounds. A race of this kind is likewise tc- 
presented in the hunting scenes depicted iy the 
catacombs of the Egyptian Pharaohs, attesting the 
remote antiquity of the breed ; aiid we find them 
again in the Persian .sculptures at Takhti Boustan, 
which belong to the Parthian era. But with regard 
to lapdogs, none are noticed in Asia, nor does it 
appear they attracted much attention among the 

• 

* The Seri were not the Chiuese, but the inhabitants of 
the present Afghanistan, where the mulberry is a principal 
article of food, consequently, where the nlk-wonn wasrared, 
and certainly the country whence the silk trade of Europe ob- 
tained the supply of that article. Candahar is the same 
country, pr a prorince of Ik 
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Greeks; thougli, at a later period, the Roman 
ladies were yerj partial to the Melitean^ or Maltese 
breed. • 

Thus we find the early Greeks acquainted, at 
first, with only two races of foreign origin, clearly 
made out; the greyhound, and a shepherd, or 
rather drover' s dog, which answered also for hunting 
and watching property. They had, besides, one or 
two of indigenous derivation, which were inter- 
mixed with those hunting by scent^ and believed 
to be of Vulpine extraction. At a later period the 
true mastiffs became known, and the lapdog of 
Malta was imported. In proof, that neither they 
nor the Romans had any notion of such packs of 
hounds as we have at present, we have only to 
refer to Ovid's description of Jhe death of Actaeon, 
to be satisfied, that his hounds (no doubt the pic- 
ture of a complete set in the age of Augustus) were, 
nevertheless, a mixture of dogs, with very different 
qualities and characters in scent, sight, velocity, 
voice, size, colours, and nature of hair, &c. In- 
deed, the mixture of matches 6f hounds, greyhounds, 
bull-dogs, and watch-dogs, was still usual on the 
continent, until the beginning of the last century, 
whenever a great hunting expedition was under- 
taken; and, in Turkey, the grandees, even at the 
present time, collect the watch-dogs, &c. of the 
shepherd tribes of all nations within their reach, 
and unite them with their own greyhounds, when 
an important day's aport is expected. 

The ancients were admirers of breeds of dogs of 
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certain colours. White or blue (slate colour) hunt- 
ing-dogs were not esteemed ; they preferred such as 
had the fur of ^ wolf, or were buff (grmn colour) 
foxy, brindled like the tiger, or spotted like the 
panther^ Xenophon approves of those wifh colours 
separately marked*; and Pollux objects to much 
white, black, or red. Those which were tan- 
coloured, and had a black muzzle, were named 
Phdyei^ and highly esteemed.* The dogs hunting 
by scent are, however, always represented as having 
a vulpine character; and, therefore, they cannot 
have belonged to the race of our modern hounds. 
Niphus is the first, who, we think, applies impro- 
perly to them the name of BrachoB^ a British Celtic 
appellation ; which, according to Mr. Whitaker, at 
first designated a wild hound.t In the view of that 
writer, there were ofiginally in Britain five races of 
dogs ; the great household-dog, the greyhound, the 
bull-dog, the terrier, and the large slow-ljound. 
But, in his description, he evidently confounds 
races ; for the great household-do^ is, with him, a 
mastiff, having no sagacity of nose, and distinct 
from the bull-dog, to which he attributes powers of 
scent. The greyhound is regarded by him as the 
Vertagus, or British Ver. trach; while Cains and 
Pennant are mor^ inclined to consider it a kind of 
lurcher. His fourth race, is the terrier of Britain, 
considered as distinct from the crooked -legged turn- ^ 

• 

* Pholyes fulTi diountur canes oro nigrioante. CsBliua 

t History of Manchester, b. ix. sect. ri. p. 66. 
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spit of tlie continent, noticed even by Greek writers. 
This may be an indigenous species ; because Oppian, 
under the name of Agasseus, clesffly describes the 
Scottish, or rough-haired breed. And his denomi- 
nation seems to be derived from the Celtic Aghast, 
or Agass, a word used to designate simply a dog ; 
therefore, emphatically, the dog of the country. 
Caius, however, employed the name Agasseus for 
the gazehoimd ; which may be our present grey- 
hound, hunting entirely by the eye. The iifth, is 
the southern, also Lancashire, or Manchester hound ; 
but that species is of the same original stock with 
the beagle, which Pennant is inclined to consider 
as the Agasseus ; and we may believe, if it was 
known in Britain at a remote period, bore the Celtic 
name of Brach, probably derived from Brac^ a spot ; 
in the Teutonic dialects, Brad*^ hiatus^ interruption 
macula. 

It ig, however, obvious, that all breeds of hounds 
with round and long drooping ears are originally 
descended from ohe race, if not from a distinct spe- 
cies of dog allied to the Lycaon, and derived from 
the East. In the researches made, with a view to 
trace their origin, a great number of antique sculp- 
tures, statues, bas reliefr, and intaglios, were con- 
suited, as well as the illuminated manuscripts in 
public and private libraries, of a considerable part 
of Europe ; several collections of ancient seals ; nu- 
^merouit drawings of monumental effigies, and of 
stained glass, and the result proved, that, with the 
exception of one Egyptian instance, no sculpture of 
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the earlier Grecian era produced representationB of 
hounds with completely drooping ears; those with 
them half pendulous are missing in the most an- 
cient ; and this character increases, hy degrees, in 
the works of the Boman period. There is, in the 
Vatican collection, only one statue of a genuine 
mastiff; and representations of a kind of hound 
with a small ear, partially turned downwards, occur 
in a statue of Meleagar, and in other instances ; 
but, we think, in none so early as the Periclean 
age. Of those of Imperial Borne, one also repre- 
sents the Tuscan dog ; the others are British, Spa- 
nish, or a Gallic hound, not noticed by Pliny.* 

Strabo first describes, we think, the British bull- 
dog ; remarking the pendulous ears, frowning aspect, 
and relaxed lips. And .Slian, Diodorus, and Co- 
lumella, mention dogs with procumbent and dejected 
cars.t Notices of these characters, in writers of so 
late a period, indicate an absence of the same cha- 
racters in the indigenous races of classic ground, 
and their novelty, at the time these authors were 
writing. The sculptures of Takhti Boustan, in 

* We may point out those in the has reliefs of Nehaleunia, 
though wo think they represent beagles, not correctly copied 
in the engraved representations of that divinity ; a lamp sur- 
mounted by a tnie Round, very late Roman ; a Diana in Beyer ; 
hound, idso very late pagan Roman ; a monumental relief of 
Martia Euthodia, a Romanized lady, with a dog, whoso eare 
are cropped ; the Aotteon statue in tl|p British Atuseum is 
grouped with wolf-like dpgs, but the ears are restorations. 

f Dejectis ac procumbcntlbus auribus. 
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Persia, attest, as far as thej go, similarlj a want of 
the drooping ears in dogs ; and the Indian carvings, 
paintings, and manuscripts, are equally destitute of 
hounds and mastiffs, excepting in the decorations 
of the Budha temples of Ceylon, where an incar- 
nation of the god Mattalee, in tljiis form of a fierce 
dog, occurs; and another, where Jutakais attacked 
by a hunter with his dog. In both representations 
the animals resemble a Lycaon {Canis pictus^ or an 
Hycma (f^ocuta); in the distribution of colours and 
spots only, the hunter s dog is smaller, with the 
ears pointed; and the incarnate god is larger, and 
has them rounded, though erect. In the middle 
ages, the northern invaders of the Roman empire 
brought with them their own fierce races of rugged 
and huge coursing and cattle dogs, whose descen- 
dants may still be traced in Rut^sia, Scotland, Ire- 
land, Spain, and even America. From the time of 
the Goths, hounds, before not common, seem to 
disappear altogether for some ages. The bronze 
animal of the time of Charlemagne, at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, is not clearly a dog. The oldest, therefore, we 
have found, is the embellishment of a seal, where 
two dogs, with dropped ears, we take to be brachet- 
hounds, arc figured beneath a horseman blowing a 
horn. It is the image of Erraid of Orange, about 
the year 1174 ; the family arms that house being 
originally a hunting-horn. The next is on the seal 
of Albeiic de Ver/5, 1214; and the third, a stained 
glass of Ferdinand, King of Castile, 1230 ; after 
which they become g^ually more common. 
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Hence, we may perhaps conclude, greyhounds 
with erect ears, being painted in the catacombs of 
the kings of Thebes, in Egypt, above 3,000 years 
ago, and sculptured in Greece, with them half de- 
flected not earlier than the era of Pericles, that 
these* animals, the oldest race trained for hunting, 
were marked with this sign of domesticity about 
Ills period, or near one thousand years after the 
date of the first known pictures, or that the Egyp- 
tian were distinct from those of Europe. Again, 
hounds, and broad-mouthed dogs with pendulous 
ears, not being known till the era of Alexander, 
and continuing scarce to a comparatively late period, 
that they belong to a distinct origin ; were reduced 
to domesticity at a subsequent time ; or were re- 
claimed in a region very remote from the then ex- 
isting seat of civilhsation. Finally, that with them 
also the ' pendulous mark of domestication was a 
gradual result efiected somewhat later. 

Yet the single exception we have noticed is suffi- 
cient to establish the fact, that dogs with pendulous 
ears existed at a very remote period ; for the figure 
is found in the scenes relating to the chajse published 
by Cailland, and taken (we believe) from the cata- 
combs of the kings of Thebes. In this instance, it 
is not a greyhound, but a lyemer, or dog led by a 
leash, slender bodied, high on the legs, with a 
truncated tail carried high, and even marked on 
the flank like a modem houn^ of the nasty-grey 
breed of the East. The hunter, holding a bow in 
its case, leads the dog by a slip rope, as was done 
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formerly in Europe with the brachet. This figure 
we are inclined to regard as representing the Ely- 
mean dog, perhaps first introduced into Egypt by 
'the shepherd conquerors, or brought home by Sesos- 
tris after his Asiatic expedition to the Oxus. 

Although there is little doubt,,, that the liraque 
of the French, and its diminutive Brachet of the 
old English romances, and Rachet of the Scots, is 
also the Brae, or Breac, of the British Celts, it 
may be questioned whether that race was the same 
we now call the hound and beagle. ^ Mr. Pennant 
thinks the beagle is described by Oppian under the 
name of Agasseus ; but we take 

Tu^e», mPsff 

(Jrooked, Blonder, rugged, and full eyed, 

to be, as well as what follows coricerning the powers 
of scent, more applicable, on the whole, to a native 
terrier. The word being Celtic, and designating a 
spotted *species, as it would appear, of three colours. 
There is a singular coincidence in the oldest Cinga- 
lese tales, of the Ceylonese Buddliists, who narrate 
a My thus respecting their first arrival, wherein a 
d(^ of three colours performs a conspicuous part ; 
and, in the romance of Sir Tristrein and the Bele 
Ysonde, where another three-coloured dog, evi- 
dently t3q)ifying some druidical sect, is equally pro- 
minent. For although these, and other romantic 
e'pisodes «f the round table, appear at present in a 
form which they acquired in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries, they are all extracted from mythological 
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British poems of the Pagan period, and represent 
more recondite doctrines than their present Armori- 
can tenour pourtrays. Such is also the &ct in the 
tale relating to the Brachet with the leash, whereon 
was inscribed the whole mystery of the chace ; which 
having strayed, and passed into other haiids^ caused 
a feud among King Arthurs knights.^ These 
poems establish the antiquity of spotted hunting- 
dogs, or hounds, at a remote period in the East, 
and, in the West, reproduce them already before its 
historical eret; but disproTes their British origin, 
and leaves the question of the pendulous ears unde- 
termined. Hounds, shaped like the present, can- 
not he traced in the old Frankish and Anglo-Saxon 
manuscripts, they are all coursing greyhounds ; and 
this character is continued, with but few exceptions, 
in the emblem of fidelity or gentility, usually couched 
on monuments at the feet of the efBgies of knights, 
to the last period of recumbent figures. 

We may therefore conclude, that the term Brac- 
cus,f Braque, or Brachet, originally designated a 
sporting dog in general ; for sometimes a lady carries 
one upon her ])aifrey, at others, it follows a knight 
or page, and is engaged even in quelling a boar. 
The old St. Hubert hound may well have answered 
these purposes. 

* Sec Hone, Gesoliichte dei Heidenihnms ; Wolfram von 
Esclienbacli, Titurel ; Geoffrey of Monmouth ; Thomas of- 
Britain, &o. « ^ 

t Thin term was first applied to the Gredin Alopecides, by 
Niphus, about 1550, and certainly without propriety. 
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But the type of a true hound being the Sleuch, 
Slot, or Blood-hound, although it may have been 
found in Umbria, and there is little doubt that it 
existed in Gaul before the introduction of Christi- 
anity, we owe to the East the great and improved 
breeds which constitute the present race.*^ Tlie 
blood-hound, so remarkable for his tracking sagaeit}^ 
was used in the ferocious wars between our Edwards 
and the Scottish Bruces ; by Henry VIII. in France ; 
and still more inhumanly by the Spaniards in Peru; 
and by Elizabeth, in the Irish wars, where the Earl 
of Essex had no less than 800 of them in his army.* 
Even so late as the Maroon rebellion in Jamaica* 
and Bonaparte's attempt to recover St. Domingo, 
blood-hounds were trained to hunt human beings 
like wild beasts. A black race of hounds was 
already established in the Ardennes in the sixth 
century, having been brought thither, according 
to legends, by St. Hubert, from the south of Gaul ; 
we may surmise that it was derived from the East, 
for Christian pilgrims of rank, on their return from 
Palestine, before the crusades, brought from Con- 
stantinople a white race, wliich they offered at the 
shrine of St. Roch, because be was the patron under 
whose invocation persons suffering in fear of hydro- 
phobia were supposed to receive protection; but 
the breed was no less called aftJr St. Hubert, the 
patron of hunting. The black and the white were 
^ most likely soon regarded as types of the Pagan and 
the Christian conditions of existence ; and although 
* Camcrarius, G. 104, oentur. 12. 
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the last mentioned were larger and more prized, it 
seems that the breed never became numerous, and 
both continued to be denominated dogs of St. Hu- 
bert to the time of the late revolution. Of the 
Talbots of England we know not the origin ; but, it 
is likely, that some individual pilgrim of the illus- 
trious family bearing that name brought the breed 
from Palestine. 

About the middle of the thirteenth century, Saint 
Louis brought back from the same region a third 
breed of hounds, whose prevailing colour was a 
rufous-grey (gri^ de lie'dre); they were high on 
the legs, with handsome feet and large ears ; they 
were bold, and even vehement ; superior in speed 
to the Saint Hubert races, but witli inferior sensi- 
bility of nose. 

A fourth race wag formed by Louis XII. ; it was 
denominated Olcrk's-hoimds (chiem greffiers)^ be- 
cause they were derived from a cross between the 
w^hite Saint Hubert’s with a Bro/cco bitch Iftrought 
from Italy, the property of one of the clerks of the 
King’ s househould.* The house and lodges in the 
park of Saint Germains were built to foster this 
breed, which united all the good qualities of the 
other running dogs, without their defects. They 
were usually white, with a tan spot on the body, 
and appear to b^ the progenitors of our present 
hounds. 

On referring to the splendidly illuminated MS.* 
hunting codes of Philip the Good, Duke of Bur- 
* Sonnini's edition of Buffon, in his Addenda. 
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gundy (1425-1440), of Charles the Bold, his son, 
a book bearing the title of Le roi Modm; a third, 
of the Emperor Maximilian of Austria; and ^ 
fourth, once the property of Charles V., all in the 
library of the Dukes of Burgundy, at Brussels, we 
find boar-hunts, where well execi^ted dogs represent 
stag-hounds with ample ears, but with nearly the 
whole fur of a rusty-red colour, and only a few 
are white, with two or three large spots of an ashy- 
grey ; they greatly resemble a breed of Saint Ber- 
nard Alpine dogs, still preserved. •The Blood- 
hounds, or Limers, are quite white. 

Fox-hounds, or hounds trained to fox-hunting, 
were first formed by the order of Louis XIII. ; who, 
being fond of that sport, and impatient of the mode 
then in use, which consisted in sending turnspits 
into the earths, desired, according to M. Robert 
de Saliiove, lieutenant of the chase, to have dogs 
trained to run after unkennelled foxes. 

With regard to the red-haired just mentioned, 
the race was still kept up, to hunt wolves, so late as 
the year 1779- 

In the book of the Emperor Maximilian, a stag- 
hunt exhibits dogs of the same rust colour ; others 
are white, with the back, head, and ears black, or 
black with some rufous. The Limers are rusty- 
brown and yellowish-grey. The coursing-dogs are 
pure white ; but in adl the hunting scenes of the 
^above MSS. other dogs are intermixed with the 
packs ; and the black Saint Hubert's can be dis- 
tinguished, though no longer prominent, as they 
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R'ere lee» esteemed. The mixture shows, that the 
system 6f couples, or matches of different coloured 
and bred dogs, was still in full force. 

In 1556, a pimt waspuhlidied atiOadiz of a dog 
then recently brought from Ind^ l^e form of 
the animal shows ^ mtmmediate between a grey- 
hound and a hound, haring a Hght buf strong 
frame, a deep chest, and the head shor(;i&r than the 
first named, but with small half ^dejected ears. It 
came, most likely, from a breed belon^g to the 
Mahommedan* Princes of the west coast, land may 
be the origin of Buffon's name of ^Brogue de Bm- 
gale;* although we would be inclined to regard it 
as the parerft of the cross which produced the Dd- 
matian,' or our present coach-*dog, being white in 
colour, and entirely corered with smhli black 
spots. • 

It has been well said, that dogs hare innate qua- 
lities ; such as the keenness of scent, naturi^ im- 
pulse to chase, in the hound; the ardour to seek, 
and the desire of finding, in the Spaniel and pointer ; 
^ and the turn to watching and guarding, as in the 
mastiff and sheep-dog. These are natural, not arti- 
ficial qualities, only to he developed in given direc- 
tions by education, and not tonsferahle to other 
races at will, nor jn equal proportion. The great 
advantage derived firom these vaiimts powers in 
different races of dogs, is well appreciated in our 
state of tdvilization ; . hut i^iU it is iM>t nearly 5f such 
impoitsmce here> as it is s^ng those that journey 
in the wild regions of the world. Mr. Biirchell, in 

VOt. II. II 
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hi$ I^v^by i]lit9trate6 tbi^i fiMst ao lesjs <je- 

gmitf eme^, Our pa<^. of ^gs," Bpjn 
lliat mtetpising iiat^taUff^ ooiudsi;ed p[ abouit 
of sqrte'W si^ea* This 

Tanof^y though ^ ialtpgothor hjtoiiioiial, as I ym 
obliged to take aaj tibat opold ^ procur^ Was of 
the gresfteat senriceon sudi an expedition)' as 1 ob- 
nepF^ tibat aome gave notice of d^er m one wajr, 
aad otiim in ai^iher. Some were more disposed 
to watdi against meO) and others against wild 
beasts* Somadiscoreredda en^jb^^ quick*: 
ness of he»ing,\othetsby that of scent; some for 
sp^ in pursuing gmne some were useful only for 
their TigUance anA. harking, anfi. othefs for their 
courage in holding feiopiouB aaimiJs at bay. So 
large.a pack wns not^ indeed, mmntained, witiiout 
adding greatly to. Our c^ a^d>toouble, in supplying, 
them with ipM apd water, for it was sometimes 
did|c^to*iaoo^ for them enough of tiie letter; 
but ^eh ae^ces wme inTaluable, often ^coniri- 
butisg fo ofo: fafe^> and always to our ease, by ^ 
their oonsfo^yigilanoe^ as we feU a confidence that ^ 
no danger co^^ppreadi us at night, ^thoift be- 
ing announced by their baddng* Ko drcumstanees 
could render foefulue antlfiddity of these animals so 


oo^icuous andomsiU^ as a journey through re- 
g^l|^|irhich,jaM^ w^ be^of almost ev^ 

continual cffortunities of witoesmg 
ocmtif^t in h^ts, betwim the fo* 
be|^ of prey w^ch at tire.ap|pK»adi of 
|||a^ but .too often, tigu^ com- 



paniiMiit oir the liiiman itelJ HttCij 
We been ttardli^ brer jda&B those have 
fled the moiheht we i^f^eateS it B%ltt, hate I 
turned my eyes towaids iky dW^ their 

attadiu)imty and" ^Ve lelt a gtatdhl affiSctibo tcK- 
wards theiDt fi>r 0 soeie^.to ihe wild 

liberty ^ (dher *^pmdrupeiK. Qftes» In fte apiddle 
of the when all mf' people'' hare been fiust 
asleep around tht fire, have I stood to contemplate 
these fidtfafiil^anlkals lyin^ bytiidr dcte, and have 
learned to esteem them fi>z flieir soeiel indinatiohto 
mankindL When waide)^ over pathless deserts, 
oppressed With venation and distrils ^ the eonfact . 
of my own men, I have thmed tb Ihese^as my otdy 
friends, and frit how much inferior to them was 
man, when actuated only ^ selfrh views. 

The frimliarity* which snbsisfr between dus 
animal and bur own race, is So common to almost 
every ccmhtty on frie glob^ that any mnat|r»npon 
it must seem superfluous ; but I dmnot avmd be- 
lieving, that it is flie univemality tf the fiiot vAich 
prevents the greater part of mank^ from reflecting 
duly on flie suli^eet yhaSiii every'other 

quadruped frars man' as its mbit fiWinidrible eneiny» 
here is one Wifibl Mm as his eompanimi, 
and frflbws him sihfr t&mL Wb must not mis- 
take flie hi imt heekise we 

train lik Im9 Ikve mode bhoioo^of him • 

it ptHmxt W iWdiidait because dda 
paittb^ Mre to be 

t6 ma^’ ^ 4ipeiW<ms impid^ attmhes it* 
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self to hinL Were it not so, we should see, in 
various countries, an equal &miixaritj with Tmous 
other quadrup^ according to the jiabt^ the taste, 
or the thrice of difierent nations. every 

where, U is the only iak^ delight in assfmtihg 
with us, in sharing our abode, and is ef en jealous 
that our attention riiould be bestowed op him alone : 
« it is he** who kntows us personally, watches for us, 
and warns us Of danger. It is impossihle for the 
natur^t, when taking a survey of t^ whole ani- 
mal* creation, hot to feel a conviction, timt this 
friendship between two creatures so difFerent from 
each other, must he the result of the laws of nature ; 
nor can the humane and feeling mind avoid the 
belief, that kindness to those animals from which 
he derives continued and essential assistance, is 
part of his moral duty.” 

Of the hybrids proceeding from wolves, jackals 
and fc^res, fortber details are likewise unnecessary ; 
but, before ,piention is made of several feral races 
of dogs now existing, it may be proper to allude to 
a hybrid species pretended to be derived from a bear 
ahd mastiff. Such an individual was lately exh^ 
bited in London ; and a curious account of one is 
fintnd in *tbe HUtairee predi^eum^ par P. Bouais- 
tmau, Paris, 1582, qu<^ed in the Penny Cyclo- 
pasdia, artideBear, to which we refer. But as^ no 
« true umadff is Btd&cidrtly rugged to be tricked by 
beacwiaSte hitb ihe resmbiance of even an hybrid, 
and ihp ehgmriiitt b fbie work shows alsq^hidica- 
tions dpp^riujl fhat race, the diflcUltiy may 
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perliaps be 9olTed, by presamiii^ thati lbe New- 
foundland br^ deg8» beii^ t£j^ probably only 
fir^t in^duoedy the praWded liybviid^^Taa eilber of 
that T^l(stf or a^VoBs wiJdr a ^d the 

tail cut: ^ .ait4 esii^ Ji not up, 

by sc£i^ng in|)^agiu4 ani- 

ses did npt %% 4^t bs^; tbe& bowling well 
*^culated to deceire wwaiy^ and ibeir wild 
and active maimers, are iM>t'eV4m .now e:^drely sub- 
dued in their satire coimtzy. . .There are, however, 
in Russia, dogs that.^|^ pa«s/|or this iBnd of 
hybrid, as will, be .upth^ in the,^iieooimt of the 
Siberiaa varieties* \ . . , . ' . . . ‘ ^ 
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* " - ft ' 

UiiBEift tbe dbote designiitioii, we , mean te 'notice 
domestic dogs wliidi hare regained ^eirKbeily, and 
suhsisti^ entirely npon Jibteur own inleOigenoe for 
many genmationsf hare lesnmed tiie greater part, 
if not all die dhaxacteristios, which it may he' sup- 
posed they possessed before their fonner mbjuga- 
tion. Having already described speoieB aborigine 
wild, those fidrly amenable to the present group are 
reduced to but few Tarieties.* iist we hare to 
mentioDi is the 

F,$r^iDog 4^ J!0oli(h^ Jctkm of the ancients ? 
This race is neaify equal to the local wolf in size, 
and resmnbles tite shephetds-dog of the counixy, but 
has a tail more tike n brush, the muzzle more 
pmnted, and the colours of the fur rufous-grey, not 
untike bodi tire former, yet easily distinguishable. 
Unlike the w<d^ they hwt in open day^ running 
in pariks ten or twelve; they dj not molest man, 
buV when attacked, they tito^ an audacity which 
wotves never nxmdfesti / In 1819^^the son rf a lady 
* of with a In^er 

Midd^sM^UL If. sisp Spartan, went qp shcne 
to the etianded by goidfU of the 
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owuttafy, and witttal tmma. Jk 'ihnDOf. Ibese 
ddga came. aad wem |!eiR>gi^ed &e 

' oonntiy peoi^ 'iAa viiaad dw <dBoE^ not ' 
to at dim*; Iwt aaids^^meban not ao'.afMnlj 
baulked, one fired, .and jj^aiaed l^ olgeet, wbeii 
die vl^ padc i^pmedkd^y came bonni^ down 
tovraida &em, and the jMif^^feaiidlt neciatiny to 
nm fin (he ihore, idudM; (ha fiit al dog%' being 
sadafied iiuk-'nelltajj^-i!^^ ne^ Sat^ 

Hur.- ••>-- v-.i-' ;.. .■?,•■•■ • 

Feral Jk^i^ be -the 

same atpi^ as the'fint nMndeoed. >'!fli^aae veiy 
ir<df*I3to. in apfieannoe^ jhid eolom bat emaller, 
andfar leaaaiidaeimthan'/d^ fi^dwy 

Tnihafifeii n in (he e|m <^pid|rti 7 »iro hare 

not lam* ;-ba%>jWbriata^; like rf 

Toikieh dtiea, ^e^waahet lHBxmrahi'^ ratoj^aito, 
on the glacis, and odier ba^ of eatdt en (heaidcta 
of to^im, and afen ah-C^Iktaielniidb am itovl** 
ii^ abo«tathe4a|d''^ fiDtrmi^aii>aid, htenneter, 
indined (y>- imleat ^ diftaKeknuy We weie tdd 
by a fiidtd,.lmg naadaetlia the- bqporid cafa^ 
t^ cow ewo^ be, aidiiaotlidr fbitbdi ncaiiAffit, 
‘wne oU%ed te^ ouMo thefeacilie'efeb^ heat 
inih!««iiM^.aici»88 i(N.iraa 

oDwarnd l>7 ^ 4[«ithaBiM«to% .bhaek bji^iheae 
qatnudn lIo(e'iaeaiB<^>V!i^ geffh^iAiat''daaered 
(be pofiae to edj By a ^ '‘'^Shwa' edtoait' (1 m dty; bat^ 
«i11iadMtaaeoew!a.ao(liitatofe^ j^daftoalUb that 
die dog-etahee «f die Chat^dad-€k^ no. the 
t^dt^wdtotedthafiiheto^ 
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iustiiolli 4lie..««n» lane; 

of « inld jj^pedei^' tdadi iwt 

a^roxioated suHqJdod. Hfaisc^; 

. akn,. jiu/^ be 4ni«edidie tme ei 3 «i^-dg{^ all.:^ 
/ cit»W;«d Western A^u. . 

« 'fetal dogs of tW ^ev WorUt, 

tbn^ lum already been made df the Al^uam of the 
W^oods. But thara i$A iaix( nrhoaaor^ is opt' 
* dtmbtfui, and wluel^ alth^h H is s^ to exist ^ 
also in Soutk America, me denofiSinate the 
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tkmSt HaUenm^ H. Smth; 

‘ o PLATE r. 


Thi^ speclmeii^^m which the figure and the fpl* 
lowing description were taken, was brought to 
J^saush-Town, . Jammca, hy a French officer taken 
prisoner when lQeii^ ^Clercs onfiy endeavoured 


Xbn ^o^ner 4^icnh6d it to he a wdd hbund, the 
race ^fmer^ mei by die Spaniards for their coa- 
*queste%.liie wes|s^^heinisphere^.when were, 
trmneii vSOte and a breed of them 

having been left in 4ihs woods ci Hail^ Jiad there 



1 ^ 1 ' 

% se-i ' 

rml agis ind^^dmit;;' and pc^iamaUy 

odvnmiltkg 

paatim- l&e &iMditd wait dBf^ed 6sm tbe^ 
Ticinitj^ of SaxKatiia Bay, amci^ adikeni fiGolliaeied'^ 
ffom ^ ^ bfibuli faipose 

of Iraiil^g tlie fieoplc^ yHbiclk al that' 

time tefhs^ t6 return ^ shyerjr, ekerf^by a na- 
tional decree of France, tliek liWty had t»en^ by 
law established// Tbedog waa of such an ^pect, 
as at first sight to strili^ the attention. In stature, 
he was at le$at equal to ihh l^est iSoottieh cr JBus^ 
sian greyhound, or about twenty'^ht inch^ high 
at the dioulder, with the head ahapM like the wire- 
haired terrier; laige light brow:^ ^es; smaH ears, 
pointed, *oi^ly sligh% bent down at the tips {'^ 
the neck long and dull ; the chest reiy d^p ; the 
croup slightly arched; limbs muscular, but 
Ugh^ and the tail not mching to the tarsus, scan-^; 
tily furnished with long dark hair ; the Ibaaue waa 
black, as well as the eyelids, and the whole 
bide ; hut his colour an imifiiilKt blue-adi^ 
the hair hemg short, scanty, coaisc^ shd apparently . 
without a woolly fht ben^^. On the imii^ 
of the ears, and above Ihe^ eye^^Cre some 
whftiii&^y ; ears Wlas dark 

Slate edour. lod^ motti^ of this animal 
at <mee told censdonte^; of ai^^ority. As he 
#'th^Jipuse cuts' sluok^. 
ithen^^^ family d^ 
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01 9Skl teuler nod iw *)«• 

bqfrtdi ^ iwii t jJ he Aigift not be tie kef, 

fidm iAo iUfe,uf '*dtt aoe^ fiMdtand to ^ 
ami kikoret^tjlm, i^caiag tah a6hiti mxhea^ 
and the hn»we i^ 3»fl i w4 vwy yominrot l^etnre 

ewbnd* Aat le folhrae^ « torieMt inelc, (q* «qr 
wsntkeuM toil m, i0k aBaaimmai gmtmfi- 
boi^ neflfeto dhneeanten Meod-^hcnad, ifbeit 
he oBiae upon lb apaaaji it «M iiapan&le to pte- 
TenthbeCteddagaaodMbdej^lk Viethe. Aceoid> 
ing totheowtAri eiiaoi, b {Mentedi lAtflepenon 
(he ’goMtnalait hai aakfkfti tm faxdatm dteae 
dogR, <iui flpinbh gnftiani iMse e^pielfy' ntadene to 
deettofitf'^ idd d^hf the teeei Ibejr ecnU find 
ooiniijf^ «Hl to’eetee aD the fcmg ftr do* 
moMSeetioa; heMNiei ultn tnllitt fimiui, 

tky letM eeeeUtntgiWtdK^ i»- 

{andh^ bMln hfaafy agaiiettMir own heeA aad 
hanwag bde*ee; faid,'ei (hef atteelced with little 
inebbgt teaireb^ nmcSkte Afm 

bf OBJ manoeofaiM. 

We think thb te be lie nee of filb Domii^ 
gKgrhonnda iadielhctly lewiUod ed If Baffim. we 
aair aaoth^ epeeimeii, eTidenly the sanenoe, 
bat bloD|^ to the norihem ttatai of South Atae- 
. lin, htmi^ b; a Spentah «ieie<^btiler to the port 
of I P b ye en; Ite antawl am of iafiaier stature, 
though eH) • 4tiK> ^ hea^ appeared 
^broadflirtat the tncooilb, Stobauik tlebtfa Mxt the 
^ im IM^ sooner, laoM tlMegf, and of a 
4kk WftitWpi ndb atlioal amf apet A ^third, 


fum^ MiB oirj^ i>oitsii«K 

likewkw! ' pi^ .ad- 

of ^ liii^;;|B^.li« 
bd ■eeak^^4^adt|a«.^ 
ort(iIj^dog.S; ^tdoi jd^ eocu 

11^ some nf ibis >pi^, consider* 

ii^ lli«\rd4dd,^^Uh^ d^old.. 

a<nd^ ^Doiaiiih^c^ .,it aygr be ^fj^ootanni, tW 
the niw waS'Ori^dalfy <bKM|^ I 7 the 

Soon ttid;. 4 ^eii|f..^ id^wai)|t.:^i|Bhje(l ^to tl» . 
New^4^(^.thapi|iqil^ . 

"yt elM so de^j' bnt 

the aoo^ttii biib^ obw^ ' 

wo diaUd 4 )fo<;V 4 )i^(ee. 

an niiBWiOTe'twya^V > 

of .ftU the breed*, tbit h^.beeais^joiitdl^^ 

. fintepi,'. and dyu 

or jfipe.'bqt bcini^ 

bol^ eunwyo^i ^ hostili ito totp^.bat , 

tire to we c^TWaad ft«|«^j|h«||itildl>erdik Vhtm 
teh^rei; yo^ii^ thef Imt, wi^. 

old, <hi 7 are ■ iaadai m^ j^, They hiiht. 
nsj^ or hittdes^j htnate^ In' the t^ea oosnizy; 
audi when le&wwtiooted, ^tof are'dietingqiihed 
foi eenadh 

* Tlnwi meUi wwe awe eneteHtlr lnieini,><B»»pe 

brtIwDteff at Ifaeae o Mt dog> (ChiaM <U ftheeifaei), b»- 
«iaw WfWd wan IMigtt IMN^ iTe Ime iMr 
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• miB fiiuLtAii tms. 

CMm Jimibarei. 

Wb now come to ilie tme dom^ticati^ taces ; and^ 
beriming ^ose placed nmest t&e Arctic Gircle 
in both he^^phere^ we find a group of laige dogs, 
all , assuming a woIfiA aspee^ haym|^.a tapering 
nose, point^ earn, Ibng hair, , and, almost without 
exception, a black and white liwry. 

Jn the group of Arctic dogs of both continmts, 
th^ is an untformitj of structure and appearance, 
shpvring. but a smaQ iutermi^u:^ of the bipod of 
othll xacea igtsome ^ ^ who bave 

the.ant^rfart of head sha^! They are, 
in:generid^ Jkffpi of large riae end hei^t, only par- 
ti^ly reclaiisQ^, consequently, exceedingliy 
. , is short and deep^ the H^bs 

strps^ and % ifee* rather broad, i^en 

ensl, in somis/lt^iaiif^ iuxred; the ;^r 

ferihtyi ;bi^ jhe jmqwj and, dpring 

tSUM ott* to seelk thffe 
^ ,and fish 

w^ oM^yMl^lej d«^^ Thmr 4^urage and 
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glTing up a contest vbile life lasts; hence thej 
often destroy each other in combat In their native 
regions they are liable to canine madness; al- 
though, in 'Sweden and Norway, wolves are occa- 
sionally atticked with that dreatful jconrge in the 
middle of winter. • 


THE WOI^iDOGS./ 

TH^I PIBEBIAN DOa 

» ' Camis 

*• . ■ ' 

Koi^of thelfstim. 

This variety of the Arctic ^gronp differs in stature 
very considerably; One eaddbit^ Some, yearn ,pgo; 
by a M. Chabert, at Bath, was afaote three feet 
in height. The ears rei^bled thosp^f a bea^ ^ Hhe 
head, that of a wolf; §nd the tail was like a fim's 
brush ; in fiir and colour it looked like a greyish 
wolf. There may have been a cross of the great 
Russian watch-dog' in this individuai ; the dogs 

of Kamtsehatka aree^uaBer, though simUarlyfor^ied. 
Their colour is mped bla^ and whiie^ tte tips of 
the ears rilghtly diWpng ; and ^ir attadim^t to 
home, only Jt ldnd< cif ']^oditMb«^<^ 
brings them to dbors^ idter Aey have 

rbamed^wild fco; man/weolm to priwide 
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selves, and the time is come again when they axe 
to resume their lahonis at the idei^ From this 
period, they axe only M with a yexy small propor- 
tion of the offids of pntrid fitii ; heir^ treated with 
absolute nnkihdnese, they rri^omihe nnutters* beha- 
vioui by a cunnii^ and a routed ill will. When 
about to be yoked to a sleigh they send forth a 
most dismal howHng ; but when once yoked in file, 
they become silent, and move off at a rapid pace, 
not without oocasimml attempts to upset the 
driw. 

The two dogs figured ly Buffbn differ from the 
Kamtschatka raoe, hy having tim hair much longer, 
and particulMy by that upon the forehead over- 
haaging the eyes ; the tail bring curled close over 
thoharic ; and the colour that part of the body 
a dull* aBby4hbwn. The sec^d is 'figured much 
lo^i^ oh the legs, neuriy ^tirdy white ; and the 
iaoe^^iitifi minleed with a profusion of hair. 
Hlhsel^ vnM eridebtiyinhnd varieties,, pro 
not further or east than. Tobolsk. 
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TH£ ESQUIMAUX DQG. 

^Oania SorecUit^ 

d 

plate il 

This is the race of the Aielic Cmlt in America, 
most e^eoriTcljr spread, and dearlj of die same 
origin as. that Nordi-eiyriesh These dogs 

are powerful in ijheir atruoture, equaling the mastiff 
in size, ooyexed with long, rather cpslihg hair, and 
with a Inisby tail, yerj much curled ove!r the hack ; 
the ears are short and polled, and the face idoriied 
with short hair^ as weQ as the lower part of the 
eictreimties* ^Th^ are ipnarfcaUy iatd%ai^ pa^ 
tient^ and enduring; diagpng^ slei^ wirii great 
rapidity, hunting with courago and fdrill,' and carry- 
ing burdens without ^repining. Iheir tmpear is 
go^ although in aspect they- greatly resemble a* 
wolf. Sereial have brought to England by 
the members of the kde Arctic expedition. Many 
are black and white ; others of a dingy white ; and 
those on the ooast of Labmdmr are <#en brown and 
white* ^ 

The Ibf our plate ^ this dog was taken 

from a i^ecihaen kept in ihe.XUnoe*sStm^ Gardens, 
in E<%ihairghr It had mote ibn chameier of a wolf 
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than of a iog* The following account has been 
kindly communicated to us by Mr. Cleghqra, nur- 
seryman and need-merchant^ in whose possession 
the dog was when the drawihg w^ made : — 

The ISajuimaux dog was possessed of very great 
sagacity in some respects^ mom than tiny dog I 
have ever seen. I may mention one instance. In 
coming along a country road, a hare started, and, in 
place of running after the hare, in the usual way> 
the dog pushed himsejf 4ilurough the hedge, crossed 
the fidd, and, wh^ past the hare, through the 
hedge agai% as Lf to mee^ her direct. It is needless 
to remark, that the hare doubled through the 
hedge; but had it been in an open counlry, them 
would have been a noble chase. One 
characteristic of the dog was, that he forms a *p^i- 
cular attachment to his maste:;^ and however kind 
others may be, they never can gpn his affection, 
evmi ^m coaxing with food, of otherwise ; and, 
whenever set at liberty, rushes to the spot where 
the individual of his attachment was. I may give 
(jne or two ihstances, among majay. One morning 
he was let loose by some of the men on the ground, 
he instantly boundqji from them to my house, and 
the kitchen-d<x>r being open, found his way through 
it, when, to the great amaxement of all, he leaped 
into the bed where I was deeping, and fawned in 
the most affectionate mmmer upon me. Another 
instanceVasi,' wh^n the dog was with me going up 
the steep bi^ of the PriBce’s Street Garden, I 
slipped my Iboija^ came down, when be ^me^ 
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diately seized me by the coat, as if to render assist- 
ance in ^raising me. Notwithstanding this parti- 
cular affection to some, ho was in the habit of 
biting others, 'mthout giying the least warning or 
indication of anger. He never barked, but at times 
had a sort of whine. He was remarkably cunning, 
and much resembled the fox ; for he was in the 
practice of strewing his meat round him, to induce 
fowls or rats to come witlnn his reach, while he lay 
watching, as if asleep, when he instantly pounced 
upon them, and always with success. He was swift, 
and had a noble appearance when running, and 
carried his fine bushy tail inclining downwards, 
with the body nearly one-third more extended in 
appearance than wliilo standing, its shown in the 
illustration. 

I returned him to«his owner some years ago, but 
do not know whether he be still alive. 


>0L. ir. 
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THE ICELAND DOG. 

Cams Idanditsus. 

Fiaar-hundL 

The Norwegian emigrants to Iceland seem to have 
carried a race of dogs to its shores, which at pre- 
sent is not found in the parent country. The head is 
rounder, and the snout more pointed, than the pre- 
ceding. In stature, it is not larger than that of 
'Kamtschatka, and in fur like the Esquimaux ; tlie 
ears are upright, and the lips flaccid; the colours 
white and black, or whit^ and brown. This race is 
somewhat allied to the following, and therefore may 
hare been obtained from the Skrelings or Esqui - 
maux, by the adventurers who first visited Green- 
land. 
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• THE IIARE-INDIAN DOG. 


Canis laffopus^ Richardson. 


'J'ms kind is clearly of Ameriain origin, and be- 
longs cxclusiyely to the race of man of the western 
continent. At the first glance, we recognise in the 
aspect an affinity with the Dusicyon group, before 
described ; and, in particular, with those Canidet^ 
which may hereafter form a more distinct section, 
under the name of Cf/rKdopecides. A specimen of 
this race was found by Dr. Richardson on the Mac- 
kenzie River ; and he describes it as small in size, 
with a slender make ; having a large foot \ a* nar- 
row, elongated, and pointed muzzle ; ears broad at 
the base, sharp at the tip, and perfectly erect ; the 
legs rather long and ^lender ; and the toil, thick 
and busily, is slightly curved upwards ; the body is 
(50vered with long straight hair, in colour white, with 
clouds of blackish ash and brown intermixed ; the 
ears outside brown, white within; the feet are 
clothed with fur, and spreading the toes to some 
breadth. Tliese animals run upon the snow when 
heavier game sink in. A pair is ndw in the Zoolo- 
gical Gardens, where they are gentle and confident. 
In their native land they never bark. 
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THE NEWFOUNDLAND DOG, ORIGINAL ifilEED. 

Canim Terra Nwa^ H. Slfi[iTH. 

PLATE III. 

The breed of these handsome and powerful dogs, 
now common in Great Britain, is partially crossed 
with others, and therefore differs somewhat from 
the original indigenous race of America; and is 
also, in several respects, unlike the Esquimaux 
race, being longer in the back? more loosely made, 
with rather a fuller nmzzle, partially drooping ears, 
and r longv not curly fur. The hound seems to 
have crossed in the breed ; for, even in NeW'found- 
land, there are individuals of such enormous bulk, 
that not even the Irish greyhound, though higher 
at the shoulder, is to be compared with it, in length 
and weight of body. We know of one that, when 
deriied to show Itself, would immediately stand 
up, and place his fore-feet against the lintel of any 
room-door. But these very large dogs are, in ge> 
neral, of a white colour, spotted with black. In 
our noi^ihpeastern colonies of America, those that 
were considered to be of the original stock were 
smaller than the large breed now in England ; the 
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body was more Blonder, the forehead more arched, 
the muzzle not bo blunt, their aspect wilder, less 
confident ; and^ they were nearly all of a totally 
black colour, excepting a bright rust-coloured spot 
abovei each eye, some fulyous towards, the nose, 
throat, and i^oxf thc^^joints; there was also a little 
white about the# feet, and in the end of the tail. 
Their eyes were rather small, and of a li^t brown. 
This race is nothing inferior to the best sheep-dogs 
in natural powers of intellect ; endless anecdotes of 
sagacity arc related of them in their natural regions, 
as well as in Europe. The true breed of this race 
is almost scmi-palmated ; and, consequently, they 
swim, dive, and endure the water, better and longer 
than any other d(»g in existence. We possessed, 
for a short time, one that had been picked up 
swimming in the Bhy of Biscay, and was obsenred 
by a man at the mast head, the ship whence he 
must have come being out of sight; a bout was 
lowered, and the animal, when taken in, did not 
give signs of extreme fatigue. We lost him in a 
short time ; being, nq doubt, again enticed on board 
of some vessel. No dog is better qualified to serve 
in harness, or fitter to watch and guard property on 
shore, or vessels in the coasting trade, rivers, or 
canals. As a water-dog, he can be taught to exe- 
cute almost any command ; and his kind disposi- 
tion makes training easy, when used in the field. • 
A few years ago, the number sSK>Ut St* John's, in 
Newfoundland, was estimated at 2,000, or more ; 
they were left to shift ftar themselves during* the 
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whole fishing season, and probably still are thus 
suffered to remain starving, diseased, and even dan* 
gerous to the rest of the populatioji. After that 
period, they labour in drawing wood, fish, and mer- 
chandise ; and one dog is estimated to be able to 
maintain his master during winter. True hydro- 
phobia does not attack them there ; but a kind of 
plague, originating in the neglect and misery they 
suffer, occasionally destroys great numbers. 


THE NOOTKA DOG. 

* 

danis laniger noto, H. Smith. 


We mention this breed of dogs, because it seems 
to indicate the direction whence the Esquimaux 
and the Newfoundland rac^ are derived, and 
thereby show that they^e of Asiatic origin, llie 
Nootka is large, with pointed upright ears, docile, 
but chiefly valuable on account of the immense 
load of fur it bears on the back, of white, and brown, 
and black colours, but having the woolly proportion 
iSO great and fine, that it may well be called a fleece ; 
for, when shorn crff, it is sufficiently interwoven to 
lift the whole produce of one animal by grasping a 
single handful. The natives spin and work it along 
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ivith other wool into garments ; and we think tliis 
dog might be introduced, with beneficial effect, 
among the peaf^antiy of Norway, if not of ;Scot- 
land.* 


THE ALCO. 

Canin Alco^ Younc. 

PLATE IV. 

This race of dogs, for a long time only known 
from a wretched figure published by Recchi in 
the work of Fernandes, remains still to be fully 
mode out. Recchi says, his specimen was called 
Ysi-cuinte potzotli; Fernandes gave it the? name 
of Micim canms; while that of -dfco, accord- 
ing to Buffbn, ^vas generical. We may ob- 
serve, in passing, that these names seem all to 
contain an old designation df dog belonging to the 
tongues of the old world. The small head, short 
neck, and very bulky body of the old figure, have 
not since been recognised; and Humboldt viewed 
the Alco to be of the shepherdniog race. The 

4 

^ m 

* Vancouver^ Voyage to Nootka Sound. Also personal in- 
fonnation from an Indian, wbo had resided two years at 
Nootka. 
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colaux!&tare described as white and jellow; and in 
BuSjm's supplement, white and black, with rufous 
. s^ts abote the eyes. All writers ^ee that it is a 
small anim^ kept as a kind of lapdog by the 
women, and yet occasionally returning to the state 
of independence. Mr. W. Bullock brought from 
Mexico a specimen, which is here figured ; it was 
stuffed, and shown in his exfiibi^on of Mexican 
curiosities at the Egyptian Hall. That enterprising 
traveller described it as of the wild race ; yet, fiom 
its appearance, we at first considered it to be a 
Newfoundland puppy. It was small, with rather 
a large head ; elongated occiput : full muzzle ; pen- 
dulous earif ; having long soft hair on the body. In 
colour, it was entirely white, excepting a large 
black spot covering each car, and part of the fore- 
head and cheek, with a fiilvots mark above each 
eye, and another black spot on the rump ; the tail 
was rather long, well fringed, and white. 

The Goschis of Charlevoix, or Gusques of Gar- 
cilasso and Peres, were small dogs absolutely mute, 
with downy, or silky hair of different, and often 
of bright colours, possessed by the natives of St. 
Domingo, and used in the chace before the arrival 
of the Spaniards. The name appears to be a mu- 
tatipn of Quarachay, already noticed ; and, in that 
case, it must have been imported firom the southern 
•.continent ; most likely by the conquering Garibs. 

Beverfing to the dogs of the more temperate 
regionfl of the old continent, we find the lupine ap-^’ 
pearanoe still strongly marked in the diaracters of 
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the head, the stature, and the hab. They belong 
almost entirely to Europe; and those in southern. . 
locations appear J;o have reached them in' the mi- 
grations of the earlier CeltSB, and subsequent Gothic 
tribes, srithout materially altering their, look or 
character. Of thele, the fi^st unquestionably is 


THE SHEPHERD'S. OR SHEEP-DOG. 
Cants domesttcus. 


fl/ATE T 


BuFt’ON thinks this race, 'emphatically called" the 
Familiar and Domestic "Dog, the parent stock of 
the whole species, as to he among those not so 
fully reclaimed as osiers, because its ears are 
still erect! The sheep-dog is scarcely, if at all, 
inferior to the Newfoundland dog in natural powers 
of intellect, and superior to him in that long train- 
ing to certain duties which require the utmost 
sagacity, vigilance, and patience, till it is contended 
by some that they are become innate. HgJ civili- 
zation is, no doubt, older than th^ shepherd state 
of man ; and we see in his conduct an instinctive 
impulse of order, and of care, which is stronj^y im- 
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pressed upon the sedate and self-possessed expreS 
sion of his countenance. We have witnessed, with 
astonishment, with what rapidityf by a few words, 
or a sign of his master, a dog of this breed would 
fly over a vast surface of open country, single out, 
drive together, and bring up a particular class of 
sheep from among a large flock, and lead them to 
our feet All this was effected, without confusion, 
in a few moments, and without the least violence. 
We have witnessed the care they take of their 
charge, and with what readiness they chastise those 
that molest them, in the case of a cur biting a sbeep 
in the rear of the flock, and unseen by the shep- 
herd. This assault was committed by a tailors 
dog, bnt not unmarked by the other, who imme- 
diately seized him, and dragging the delinquent 
into a puddle, wliile holding Eis ear, kept dabbling 
him in the mud with exemplary gravity ; the cur 
vell^ the tailor came slipshod with his goose to 
the rescue, and having flung it at the sheep-dog and 
missed him, stood by gaping, not venturing to fetch 
it back until the castigation /was over, and the dog 
had followed the flock. 

The sheep-dog is seldom two feet high, but his 
make is muscular; the nose rather pointed; the 
ears erect ; and the colours of the hair black and 
fulvous; the fur is rather long and rough. In 
Great l^ritain, and more particularly in Scotland, 
the eolouTS are &ore mixed with shades of lurown, 
and the ears are often drooping at the tips. 

The drover, or cattle-dog, is somewhat larger, 
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and still more rugged in coat It is to be wished 
that the last mentioned were trained with more at- 
tention to hum^ty; for, taking their manners 
from the very unfeeling class of men who own 
them, we sometimes ^vituess acts of cruel de|»ravity 
perpetrated upon dloves and flocks, that merit the 
bittereat reprehension. 

The Great Wolf-dog is not common in central 
Europe ; and appears at present almost confined to 
Spain, where, no doubt, it was introduced by the 
Goths. It is a large race, little inferior to the mas- 
tiff, with a pointed nose, erect ears, ^ a long silky 
coat, and a very bushy, or rather feathery tail, 
curled over the back. In colour it is mostly white, 
>vlth great clouds of fiilvous, or brown. The ac- 
count given by Olaus Magnus shows, that in his 
time this variety abotinded in the north of Sweden 
and Norw'ay. 

The Molossiau and Spartan dogs are described* 
to vary in colour through different shades, from 
dark brown to bright dun, their long fur btdng very 
soft, thick, and glossy^ In size they are e^ual to 
an English mastiff. They have a long nose ; deli- 
cate ears, finely pointed ; magnificent tail ; legs of 
a mpderate length ; with a bpdy nicely rounded, 
and compact. There seems reason to think, that 
these four-footed tenants of Greece have preserved 
their pedigree unimpaired ; as they possess all that 
stren^, swiftness, sagacity, and* fidelity, Svhich 
are ascribed to them by the ancient authors. Hence, 
* Hoghes'S Tiswov In Qreeoe, Tel i. p. 484. 



140 


THE CALABRIAN BOG. 


it 'would seem, that the Spartan and Molosfiian 
were of the same breed, or, at least, held in equal 
estimation. We are, however, ^told by Ulisius, 
that the Spartiin vrere totally degenerated in his 
time, while the Molossian remained in theii pristine 
vigour.* * 

The Calabrian is a beautiful and sagacious 
animal, representing the Newfoundland dog in 
Eui'ope. It is of smaller size, with long, rather 
curly hair; ears bent down, but not floccose; a 
fine bushy and curled tail, and often entirely of a 
white colour.* Fine specimens of this race are, or 
were, in the Zoological Gardens in Regent s Park. 
They are well described and figured in that delight* 
fill work, called the Gardens and Menagerie of the 
Zoological Society ; but we do not think it is strictly 
the Canie Pomeranus^ but nchrly allied to 


* l^aulatim vero exiilde mistis non illis modo int-^ se, sed 
velocibuB qnoqne cum illis maxime extra patriam suam adeo 
degeneravit proles eonim,ut nihil fere praoter nomcn aborigine 
sua serva verint. Fraoastor's translator adds: — Se Molossi 
pero fino a nostri ultimi tempi han conservado Tantico valorc e 
robustessa. — L'A lcone, 15. 
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PLATE VI. 

So advantageously known for the great services ren- 
dered to mankind, by its activity, intelligence, and 
strength, in administering to the safety of travellers 
through the snowy passes of the mountains leading 
to Italy. This race is still more nearly allied to the 
Newfoundland dog, in form, stature, hair, and co- 
lours ; but the head and ears are like that of a 
water-spaniel. We hnve made drawings of several, 
and they are all white, with black or fulvous spots 
the breed is not numerous. There is another )3ce. 
trained to the same service, with close short hair, 
and more or less marked with grey, liver-colour, 
and black clouds, betraying an intermixture with 
the race of French Matin, or great Danish dogs. 
Both are trained in the winter time to carry a basket 
with some food and wine ; and, thus equipped, they 
sally forth from the Hospice of St. Bernard, and 
other passes, in search of travellers who may have 
lost theJi^way, or fallen beneath the snows of the 
preceding night. They are followed by the Monks 
devoted to that service of humanity, and every winter 
several lives are saved by their united means. 
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The animal, of trhich we hare given a figure, 
seems rather to belong to the second race mentioned 
by Colonel Smith, having a closer and shcnrter hair. 
We are indebted to the kindness of Sir Thomas 
Dick Lander £or permission to make our ^rawing 
from a fine animal in his possession ; and we add 
the account which was transmitted for our use. 

To W. H. Lizars^ Esq, 

Tlie Grange House, 2eth June, i 839. 

Dear Sir, — My St. Bernard dog, Bass, whom 
you hare honoured so far as to have his portrait 
taken by Mr. Stewart, w^as brought home by Sir 
Hew l)a]iymplc of North Berwick, Baronet, direct 
from the Great St. Bernard, and Sir Hew presented 
him to me in December, 1837, when he was a 
puppy of about four or five months ; so that he may 
ii0Wc,be reckoned about a year and nine months old. 
He can hardly, therefore, be said to have reached 
his full size. His bark, as you may have heard, 
is tremendous ; so loud, indeed, that I have often 
distinguished it when in the^Meadow Walk, nearly 
a mile off. To it I was indebted for the recovery 
of the dog when stolen by some carters, not long 
after I got him. He had been some time missing, 
ivhen,' to my great joy, one of the letter-carriers 
brought him back; and the mans account was, 
that in^' going %riong a certain street he heard his 
bark from the inside of a yard, and knew it imme- 
diately. He knocked at the gate, and immediately 
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said to the owner of the premises, “ You Lave got 
Sir Thomas Lauder's big dog." The man denied it. 
“ But 1 know you have," continued the letter-car- 
rier. I can sw&Lr that I heaiid the bark of Sir 
Thomas^ big dog ; for there is no other dog in or 
about all Edinburgh that has such a bark." The 
man then admitted that he had a large dog, which 
he had bought for a trifle from a couple of coal- 
carters ; and at last, with great reluctance, he gave 
up the dog to the letter-carrier, who brought him 
home here. But though Bass's bark is so terrific, he 
is the best natured and most playful dog I ever saw ; 
so much so, indeed, that the small King Charles's 
spaniel lapdog, Raith, w^hom JVIr. Stewart has also 
introduced into the same picture, used to tyrannize 
over him for many months after he came here from 
abroad. I liave seeg the little creature run furi- 
ously at the great animal when gnawing a bone, who 
instantly turned himself submissively over on his 
back, with all his legs in the air, whilst Raith, 
seizing the bone, would make the most absurd and 
unavailing attempts to bestride the enormous head 
of his subdued com])anA)n, with the most ludicrous 
affectation of the terrible growling that might be- 
speak the loftiest description of dog indignation. 
Bass has for some time ceased to tolerate this 
tyranny, having, upon one occasion^ given the little 
fellow an admonitory shake ; hut he is at all times 
in perfect good humour with him^ though Raith, 
from jealousy, is always glad to avail himself of an 
opportunity of flying at him. When a dog attacks 
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Bass in the street or road, he runs away rather than 
quarrel ; hut when compelled to hght, by any per- 
sererance in the attacking party, he turns upon him, 
throws his enemy* down in a mhment, and then, 
without biting him, he lays his whole ipimense 
bulk do^ upon him till he nearly smothers him. 
But this extreme softness arises from his youth ; for 
if he were once fairly engaged, 1 have no doubt 
that he would be most formidable either to quadiu- 
ped or biped who should venture to attack him. To 
give you an idea of his strength, I may tell you an 
anecdote which happened a good many months ago. 
He took a particular fancy for one of the postmen 
who deliver letters here, though he was not the 
man whom I have already had occasion to mention. 
It was the duty of the postman I now allude to, be- 
sides delivering letters, to cawy a letter-bag fioni 
one receiving-house to another, and this bag he 
used, to give to Bass to carry. Bass alyrays followed 
that man through all the villaain this neiglibour- 
hood where he had deliveries to make ; and he in- 
variably parted with him opposite to the gate of flic 
Convent of St. Margaret’S', and returned home. 
When our gate was shut here, to prevent his fol- 
lowing the postman, the dog always leaped a high 
wall to get after him. One day, when the postman 
was ill, or detained by some accidental circumstance, 
he sent a* man in his place. Bass Avent up to the 
man, cth^iouslycScanning his &ce, whilst the man 
rather retired from the dog, by no means liking his 
appearance, and very anxious to decline all acquaint- 
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ance with him. But as ihe man left the place, 
Bass fellowed hm, diowing strong qrmptoms that 
he was deteizninj^d to hare the post-bag. The man 
did all he could to keep possesion of it. But, at 
length, •Bass, seeing^ that he had ho chance of 
gettings possession Vf the bag by civil entreaty, 
rmsed himself on his hind legs, and putting a great 
fore-paw on each of the man's shoulders, he laid 
him flht on his back in the road, and qijle% pick- 
ing up the bag, he proceeded peaceably on his 
wonted way. The man, much dismayed, arose and 
followed the dog, making, every now and Ihen, an 
ineffectual attempt to coax him to give up the bag. 
At the first house he came to, he told his fears, and 
the dilemma he was in; but^the people contforted 
him, by telling him that the dog always carried the 
bag. Bass walked with the man to all the houses 
at which he delivered letters, and along the road 
till he came to the gate of St Margaret’s, wherd he* 
dropped the bag, making his bow to the man, 
he returned home, I presume I* have now ^ven 
fovL enough of Bass. ^His companion, Baith, is 
remarkable for having, in his eagerness to hark at 
some noise at ihe outer-door, jumped over a yjndow 
twenty-three feet and an half high, on the hard 
gravel. He was i^unned &r a time, hut he broke 
no bones ; and, after about an hour’s repose on his 
usual pillow in the large dining-room e^|dr, he 
showed that he waS as well as cv^f 

I m,. deai;fSr, yours faithfully, 

■ ' Tho. Dick Laudbr. 

>OL If. . ■ K 
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To W. //. Lizars^ Esq, 

The Orange Hou^e, 25th Feb. 1840. 

'.My Dear Sir, — 1 have nothing to add to the 
account wliich I sent you of Bass, in my letter of 
June last, except that he is now in great strength 
and beauty, follows tile carriage regularly, is very 
much attached to the horses, continues to be ex-^ 
tremely good-natured*" and playful, and very affec- 
tionate, — and, above all things, never forgets a 
person who may have had occasion to do him a 
kindness. 

Believe me always 

Yours truly, 

' ^ Tho. Dick Lauder. 

It may be added, that tids race of dogs is the 
present breed. The Monks of St. Bernard having 
neglected to keep up a large stock of the old race, 
it was nearly destroyed by a"" malady some time 
before 1820, when, from necessity, the present 
breed was introduced ; at least such was the infor- 
mation we obtained from the Yaudois peasantry in 
the above year. 
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* t^anis Pamemmu. 

Kees of the Dutch. 

% 

This race is well known in England. It differs 
. from the former by being smaller, the nose is more 
pointed, the ears erect, and the bushy tail is curled 
over the back. These dogs are white, white and 
brown, or buff, and their fur is usually, long and 
soft; the Dutch inlailfl navigators commonly use 
them to protect property on board vessels; and 
others are found as watch-dogs in German fanns. 

There is found in Southern China a Jarge species 
of long-haired dogs, usually with a fine glossy black 
fur, a pointed nose, pendulous ears, and large paws. 
They are somewhat like the Newfoundland race, 
, but intractable and sullen. It is most U^^l^ a/ace 
introduced firom the north by the, Tartars. 

There is likewise, in India, a dwindled offspring 
of this race now mixed with the Pariahs, but still 
retaining the long-hairM white livery of its ancient 
parentage. It is most likely the residue of the 
quondam companions of one of the several northern 
invading tribes who conquered, established dominion, 
and were absorbed by the Hindoo race. But there 
is still some mark of ancient docility and usefulness ; 
for although they are like the Mewan Mco^ and 
not much larger thftn hi-pdogs, they are employed to 
carry flambeaux ai night, or on such occasions as 
render their services requisite. 
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THE WATCH-DOGS. 

Tk& Canes lamariu 

Wb might now proceed with the greyhound race, 
so nearly allied to the wolf-dogs, but that,* geo- 
graphically, there lies between them another of the 
same grea^ family, distinguished by short hair, and 
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a nose somewHat more widened ; still, upon com- 
* paring the skulls, their close resemblance to that of 
the wolf is undepiable. The rade we have now be- 
fore us occupying a 2lne of the northern hemisphere, 
more tiltaiperate tli|^ the former, and extending from 
the east of AAsl to the west of Europe, with a few 
straggling even to« Africa and Mexico. We are 
inclined to consider them as oi^nally descended 
from our Lysiscan group, and the same whence the 
very different names of Chao, Caow, Kiwv, Coo, 
and, finally, our word Cur are derived. The typi- 
cal colour of this tribe of dogs is rufous, and their 
aberrant, the mixture of it with black and white, 
or the fusion of them into bluish-grey. Great Bri- 
tain having, from the remotest period, other valua- 
ble races of dogs, seems never to have fostered ilie 
large breeds, unless the ancient slow-bound, parent 
of the Manchester and southern dogs, were of this 
group, before, by crossing with real hounds, 4t as- 
sumed their characters. It is in this tribe that some 
of the largest and fiercest dogs of antiquity should 
be sought; and that|Whcre the southern nations 
have found their Matin, or Mastino, which the 
English have improperly transferred to our original 
great bull-dog, by altering it into mastiff, and the 
Germans name Bauerhund, or farm-dog. 

Although, doubtless, some intermixture of the 
mastiff race ma^ be believed to have occurred in the 
bree^ known by tbe ancients in nor£ and east 
of Greece, if is ^baWe that the Epirotic, Molos- 
. riau, Chaonip, Hircanian, Albanian, and Iberian 
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dogs, were at least partially of the present group. 
Such were also those of the C5rmbers, and, in gene- ' 
ral, of the colonizing nations during their movement 
towards the west. * Hence, w^find, that in several 
European languages, this tribe is (ionfoundfed with 
the mastiff called Alan and Alano, because that 
people may have reared a remarkable breed of 
them. The dog| of this group are possessed of 
less sagacity than the former ; they are much less 
docile, have considerable courage, are watchful and 
noisy, and therefore are chiefly intrusted with the 
care qf cattle, the property of the farms and of the 
humbler classes, and thence are so greatly crossed 
by all kinds of races, that they are the chief parents 
of the hiongrel dogs of the west. Beginning with 
those that appear to approximate most closely to 
the original type, we And the 

Turkmen Watch-iog. This is a large, rugged, 
and fierce race, equalling the wolf in stature, shaped 
like the Irish greyhound, and with equally power- 
ful jaws ; the ears are erect, the tail rather hairy, 
their colour a deep yellowish^ed, and so like a Nato- 
lian wolf, that a friend being present, in Asia Minor, 
at a wolf hunt, allowed one to pass out of a brake^ 
because he mistook him for one of the Turkmen 
dogs, and his Greek guide called out Lgke ! when 
it was too late to fire. There arc among them a few 
white an^ black, evidently crossed-dogs from ano- 
ther origin. Ttiis race extends wherever the«Turk- 
men, or Toorkee people reside, from central high 
Asia to the Bbsphorus, and is everywhere employed 
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to guard their tents and cattle. We believe it is 
also in similar use among the Kurds; and, in a 
former article, appeared, that in the mountains 
north of the Mekran, and west of the Indus, dogs 
of thiif description were likewise the guardians of 
the peasantry. ' 


THE BOAR-HOUND OF GERMANY, 

Canis SvdUus^ Gmellin. 

PLATE VII. 
t 

The Suliot Dog is one of the largest breeds known, 
and is most likely the true Molossian of antiquity* It 
is fuller in the mouth, fierce, coarse in aspect, and rug- 
ged in fur. W c never saw any that had not the ears 
cropped, and the tail rougli, with straggling hair : 
they were tan coloured, with dark brown or bl^kisli 
surfaces on the back, shoulders, and about the ears. 
In the last war between Austria and the Turks, 
the Moslem soldiers e^nployed many to guard their 
outposts; and, in the course of the campaigns, a 
great many were captured by the Imperial forces, 
and secured by the officers as private property, or 
adapted by the corps as regim^tal pets. One of 
these was presented to the King of Naples, and was 
reputed to te the largest dog in the v^rld, being • 
little leas than four feet high at th^ shoulder. We 
saw one at Brussels, marching at the head of the 
regiment of Cler&yt, and another belonging to that 
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of Bender, both little inferior to Zetland ponies. 
Tbeir cars were cropped, but the bead more nearly 
res^bled that of a large Danish dog than a mastiff; 
the hair was rugged whitish beneath, but bufi^ rtt« 
fotts, aoiL black, from the eyes p the tail^ much 
resembling the wolf in colour and hardness. 

The watchdogs of Hungary, eastern and southern 
Germany, partake of the above characters, but are 
of smaller shse ; the ears small, turned downwards, 
and villous. They were formerly used in boar- 
hunting, and are figured by Redinger under the 
namo of Sau-ruden. Cmis sullue of Gmellin. 


THE DANISH DOG. 

Ckmis ^laucus. Nob. 

t 

In western Russia, Denmark, and northern Ger- 
many, this variety of the great cur race is found ; 
it differs from the foregoing in being smoother, the 
forehead round, the ears short, partially drooping, 
and the colour, in general, a light slaty-blue, with 
^ some whi]^ about the mouth, breasf, and limbs. 
It is a tall and very handsome dog, but, for want of 
attention, to yeqr often partially iHsfigured by cross- 
ings of more ^^iiaded races; yet, when we refer to 



fHE HATIN DO0. . * 153 

the feral dog of St. Domingo, so neatly allied to the, 
Dane in form, stature, and colour, and reflect, that 
originally it was ipiported by Spaniards &oia Europe, 
we may be justified in a^uming, that the same race 
existed*in %>ain, ^d was first carried thither by the 
conquering Goths, or Suevi. In Sweden, the Danish 
dog was formerly used in couples to support ^.smaller 
breed of hounds, called £3k-findera, in the chace of 
that powerful animal, to retard it until the horse: 
men came up, or to drive it in the direction where 
the rifle-shots were posted. There is a good figure 
of this variety in BuJSbn's quarto edition* 


THE MATIN DOG. 


Cants laniarius, Linn. 


This race of the family was most likely imported in 
France hy the Gymbeis, or later, by the Franks. 
It is a large species, equalling the former in stature, 
but the forehe^ is flatter, the nose more prolonged 
and pomted,^ the hair rugged, and the colour 
usually white, with, one or more large clouds of 
brown; the eats, also, are more triangular, and 
the tips bent down ; showifig, upon th^ whole, a 
certain intermixture of the^lder Gallic dog. It is 
fierce^ but not remarkable for darihg- From the 
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Matio^ Buffo% ^ith more xmtionality than sound 
reasoning, -would derive a great many stibordinater 
breeds of dogs in his fanciful genealogy of the canine 
family. . * 

The lirowr^ or Caitl0-dog of Cvla and Terra 
Fmm^ in America^ we have seen in gjreat num- 
bers, ai^ they perform ,a service which those of 
their fribe in Europe 'are scarcely fit for. We have 
often witnessed, when vessels with live stock arrive 
in our West India colonies, and the oxei;! are hoisted 
out by a sling passed round the base of their horns, 
the great assistance they afford to bring them to 
land. For, when the ox first suspended by the 
head is lowered, and allowed to fall into the water, 
men generally swim and guide it by the horns ; but, 
at other times, this service is performed by one or 
two dogs, who, catching the bewildered animal by 
the earS) one on each ride, force it to swim in the 
diret&tion of the landing place, and instantly release 
their hold when they feel it touches the ground ; for 
then the beast naturally walks up to the shore. 
These dogs have the form of the Dane, and the 
colours of a wolf, with a long truncated tail, and 
geimrally a black spot over each eye, covering, their 
sms^half pendulous ^ars ; their eyes are small, very 
bright, and the hair is rugged.** There are some 
equal to mastiffs in bulk and bC|ne ; but it is likely 
that th^ are a cross with the Cuba breed of that 
race. . We regard tlus'breed as the continuous do- 
mesticated animal, of which the feral of St Domingo 
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is tlie wild representatire, and Loth as imported from 
Spain. 

The old Bri^sh slow-hound, and primitive 

lurcher, we suspect once belonged to the jnesent 
groups being grs^uaQy commuted into their subse- 
quent forms by repeated crossings with true hounds 
and greyhounds ; the first into the Manchester and 
southern hound, and the second, so remarkable for 
sagacity and attachment, deriving these qualities 
from the cur stocky whose head, hair, and uncouth 
form, it still preserves; but we do not now any 
more employ it under the old English appeUation of 
Teaser, which appears to be the legitimate modem 
term for Oppian*s Agasseiis. Although the Celtic 
Agoi denotes simply a dog, it may be obserted, that 
the modem Freiu h verb (to tease, to pro- 

voke), is neither of *Latin or Frankish origin, and 
therefore, most likely, is derived from an original 
Gallic root. The meaning of the verb is peffecUy 
applicable" to this ancient lurcher, and to the* large 
terriers still used in the German hunting packs, for 
the purpose of rousing or provoking the wild boar 
from his lair, and make him break cover. Bedinger 
figured this ancient dog under the name of 8au- 
findm: (sow-searcher) ; and our diminutive modem 
terrier, partieialarly the Scottish rough-haired breed, 
is therefore the race we look upon as the most an- 
cient dog of Britain, though the ppi^on which 
would make it indigenqus is vefy questionaMe. 
These lurcher-terriers, or ageam^ were originally 
all, more or less, bufi^ or sandy coloured, with 
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ruggA and coarse hair, pAylsed ears, hairy tail, 
short-legged, but of very higV courage, grappling 
vdth any animal, bull, bear, wolf^ or badger, and 
displaying extraordinary deiterity in the destruction 
of vermin.; qualities ^idi they retain % the 
utmost perfection. 


THE TECHICHI OP MEXICO, OB THE CARRIER- 
DOG OP THE INDIANS. 

PLATE IV. 

o 

TV'b have seen only one individual of this race, by 
the Ihdians called Techichi. It waa a long-hacked 
heavy looking animal, with a terrier s mouth, tail, 
and colours ; but the hair was scantier and smoother, 
and the ears were cropped. ^ It is likely that the 
specimen seen by us at Rio de San Juan was of the 
same race as the Techichi described by Famandez. 

To this race belongs the Carrier Indian Dog ob- 
served by Dr. Richardson, and. described by him, in 
a letter we had the pleasure of receiving, as having 
a long bo4y, with l^s comparatively short, but not 
bent, and short^X^ot woolly) hair. 

3% Bkui Wolf-dog of the Florida Indimo^ 
by Mr. Bmrtram, described as in nothing different 
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firom ihe local wolyes, excepting that^he could bark^ 
belongs clearly to this group ; and the anecdote of 
one which was, hy Ids wild master^ trained to guard 
a troop of horses without any human superin- 
tendanie, is I prpof that it is highly intelligent and 
docile.* 

In a lett^ from his Serene Highness Prince Maxi- 
milian of Wied, which we had the honour to receive, 
the two great races of dogs in North America, seen 
by him, are thus adverted to One proceeding 
from ,thc European, the other national, and entii^ly 
like wolves, excepting that the tail is more curved, 
and partially, also distingmshable by the colour ; for, 
while some are absolutely grey like wolves, others 
are white, black, and black and white spotted ; but 
they howl, which proves that they are a bastard 
race between the d(% of Europe and the wolf/' 

These remarks of his highness show, that he did 
not fall in with the Gaygotte ; for, if that species 
had been seen by him, we^lhink he would have 
immediately detected the more probable parent of 
the Nmth American race of indi^;enous dogs^ Kor 
is there any reason for rejecting the praine dog 
{Lpmcfus latram) as one of those who have contri- 
buted to fitm^ breeds of original American dogs. 

Dr. Richai^n informs us, that All the Ame- 
rican domestic dogs howl like wolves ; but I believe 
they may learn to bark, if placed with European-, 
dogs.*’ And, in ano&ei pl^, '♦Th^ Indian do- 
mestic dogs closely resemble wolves ; so much so, 

* See Bartnun^f TtstcU. 
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that it is difficult to distinguish them when seen at 
a short distance. They breed &eely with a wild 
she-wolf; but when not in heat^hoth male and 
female wolyes derour the dogs, as they would any 
other kind of prey." , ^ ® 

Since the foregoing article was written, we have 
been enabled to examine a remarkably specimen 

of the Black Wolf-dog of North America, sent home 
a present from Canada to the Earl of Durham. Jhe 
individual was most likely not quite iiill grown, but 
stood rather higher at the shoulder than a New- 
foundland-dog, and was shorter in the body; in 
asjpect exceedingly like a wolf, but that the eyes 
Were comparatively nearer the muzzle, the nose 
rather sharp ; the forehead broody somewhat arched ; 
the ears erect,, pointed, open ; ,thc tail full, like that 
of a wolf, hanging down, not dhrled, but not much 
lower than the heel, no white hairs at the tip, the 
whole»animal being glossy black, excepting a small 
spot on the breast and tips of the fore-to<^ white ; 
tlie length of the hair like that of a Newfoundland, 
dog, b^t somewhat finer. The dog w'as not vicious, 
and extremely active. We ^id not hear him, but 
understood the voice was more like howling than 
barking. It is evidently intermediate between the 
original Newfoundland dog and the wolf. 
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DOG OF THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 
i 

PLATE VIIL 

We have before alluded to this dog in die 
upon Lydicus cagoUu^ because the race is norm* 
dered by them to be indigenous, and, in appear- 
ance, it certainly assimilates with the Caygotte. 
The specimen, of which we give a figure, was said 
to be of uumixed blood; and tins is in some mea- 
sure confirmed by his former owner's character, the 
celebrated Tecumseh, who was inwardly hostile to 
the white man. His dog wasf smaller than the 
Gayfotte, and about equal in size to a spaniel ; but 
what struck us as remarkable in his head, was the 
front vi^ which formed an equilateral tnangle, 
measurecTirom the nose to the tips of both ears, and 
thence from tip to tip^ The animal waa not sullen, 
and seldom uttered a howl; but his aspect was 
savage, and the colours of his fur were those of a 
common wolf. - 

We come now to the third group of the family of 
real dogs; \t is one so early intermixed with the 
former, that the transition frmn one to the other • 
cannot be fixed with precision. If is ^at of 
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THE GREYHOUNDS ,* 

Cam9 venoHei^ Giiayil 
* o 

A RACE, of which Ihere «xist representatioiis above 
three thousand years old ; one that, with little in- 
termixture, forms the aggre^te of the semi-wild 
unowned street-dogs of Eg;^t and South-western 


* name lias b4en supposed to dorivefrom the high 

degree of estkaatioji^ the race was held in. ^ Qnod preecipiu 
gradns sit inter qanei,*' sayi Csins^ Others belleied it signi- 
fied a Cheek, hoond. Mr. Whitato, with more prel^bUity, 
draws the name ftom the British Gteoh, or Greg, a*d<^. 
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Asia, bears a stamp of originality yre cannot justly 
asume to be the offspring of crosses, or of a migra- 
tion to a climat^ which produced its present yery 
distinct form of body, and still greater singularity of 
head for, in the greyhound, the plane of the 
nose is greatly prolonged, and, with little elevation, 
passes up the forehead nearly to the occiput ; the 
whole head is narrow and sharp ; the ears light, and 
semi-pendulous; the neck long; the lumbar parts 
of the back very considerably arched ; the abdomen 
drawn up, and the chest deep ; the Umbs are slen- 
der, and greatly lengthened; the buttocks much 
elevated : the whole structure evincing the greatest ^ 
elegance, and giving to the animal more swiffnes 
than to any other carnivorous beast Destined by 
nature to be a hunter on open plains, the eyes are 
prominent and clear ;*but the ol&ctory powers not 
being wanted, where so much velocity is granted, 
they give dray for the purpose of allowing greater 
and prolonged freedom to the respiratory organs ; 
and English greyhounds have been known to run 
eight miles in twelve minutes of time, in pursuit of 
a hare that then dropped dead, and not including a 
variety of turns and doublings, which necessmily 
checked the velocity and increased the exertion I . 

But the greyhounds of antiquity, excepting among 
the Egyptians and Asiatics, were probably not of 

* Aoooa^g to Boffon, the greyhound tovns derived 
from the Freneh Matin, which we have pretty well shown did 
not exist id Qaul at the time of the Romans, unless it was 
brought in by the Teutonic Cymbers. 

VOL. II. 
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such pure breeds as the modem. When Greece and 
the West was still much oyergrown with woods, or 
the countiy was mountainous, pu^e dogs could not 
depend upon their keeping the game in view, nor 
could the hunters follow the spojt. The hbasts oi' 
the chase were powerBilly armed. And all these 
considerations, no doubt, caused those numerous 
recommendations among the writers of Gynegetica 
to form crosses with other breeds, in order to pro- 
duce mixed qualities, better adapted to the existing 
circumstances of the times and localities. 

Looking for the original residence of this race, 
and finding that in Egypt it existed in its present 
form at the dawn of 'history, not only as a coursing 
dog, Imt also that it formed ahready, and probably 
had long before, constituted a Telinquished semi- 
feral race, liying unowned, afid totally upon its own 
industry, it might be assumed, that Egypt is the 
couhtiy whence this dog was first carried to other 
regions. But, when we regard its structure and 
qualifications, we cannot deny that it is formed for 
speed ; and this character, ^d the use of the sight, 
instead of the organs of smell, necessilate that it 
was intended for open plaxns* Other inherent qua- 
lities in greyhounds, which the pretended wonder- 
working causes of food and climate haye not remoyed, 
or scarcely impaired, are the natural sociability of 
the animjiJ with man, without equal dispodtion to 
indiyidual attachment, a somewhat distrustful tem- 
per, which, under certain circumstances, is likely to 
turn into ferocity, not exempting its owner from 
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personal danger j and, of all domestic dogs, wc 
may add, it is the least liable to real hydropho- 
bia. All these circumstances taken together, seem 
to fix the origin of the greyhound somewhere to 
the westward of the great Asiatic mountain chains 
where the easternmost Bactrian and Persian plains 
commence, and where the steppes of the Scythic na- 
tions spread towards the north. When we look to 
the present proofs of this conclusion, and assume, that 
where the largest and most energetic breeds of the 
race exist, there we may look for their origin^ 
habitation ; we then find, to the east of the Indus, 
the very large .greyhounds of the Deccan, to the 
west of it, the powerful Persian breed, and, to the 
north of the Caspian, the great rough greyhound of 
Tahtaiy and Russia ; and thence, we may infer, that 
they were carried by the migrating colonies west- 
ward, across the Hellespont, and, by earlier Celtic 
and later Teutonic tribes, along the levels of 
northern Germany as iar as Britain. The primmval 
movement of the first inhabitants of the Low^ Nile 
may be conjectured similarly to have brought this 
race along with them ; and all may have done so, 
when it was already in part domesticated. But, 
«from the inherent qualities we have b^ore noticed, 
it is not impossible that an aboriginal independent 
species, with the above form and instmct, followed 
the moving nations in troops firom a joluntary im- 
pulse, hung around their camps, as it did during 
the march of Israel towards Palestine, and was 
only rarely and partially domesticated mnong the 
southern nationfi, whose religious tenets in general 
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still repel all contact witli dogs; while, in the 
northern regions, where no such restraints existed, 
the people were naturally hunters^ cmd the climate 
and habits would not suffer the presence of com- 
munities of this race, the wholerwas absoTl)ed into 
domestication, and, with a part of it, crossed with 
their watch-dogs, formed into particular breeds and 
races, among which the Glauci Mdosd (we take to 
be our present ashy Danish dog) were then, as now, 
the most easily distinguished.'^ 

Slaty and blue ash-coloured greyhounds form a 
hue breed of the Persian long-haired race; and 
these colours were common in the Egyptian smooth- 
hairedj as is attested by the earliest paintings, and 
in the Mosaics of Italica. They prevail in the 
purest breeds of the West,^ where the effects of 
Albinism, or the opposite, black, have not been 
studiously kept up. The last mentioned colour is, 
however, in general, only an excess of the slaty ; 
and it must have existed in Egypt in abundance, 
since so many small effigies of blackish greyhounds 
have been found in the catacombs. Yet we are in- 
clined to believe these are aberrant tints, and that 
the typical was tan-buff or sandy, for this was 
the colour of the solar dog of Egypt, of the best» 
race in ancient Greece, of the Ehiglish, and of the 
great Irish greyhound, as well as the prevailing 
livery of <ihe,. Indian, German, and other dogs of 
later ages, where it is usually mixed with more or 
less of white. 

Greyhounds appear to have changed the nature 
. * See the feral dog of St. Dospin^, Plate I. 
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of their hair, according to the climates they origi- 
nally inhabited, or two anciently distinct races 
exist ; one with long, the other with a close and^ 
smooth fiir. The Russian and Tahtar have long and 
shaggy hair; it is rough in Syria, Germany, and 
Hungcuy ; silky ki the Deccan, Persia, N&tolia, and 
Greece ; and smooth in southern India, Arabia, Egypt, 
the Greek islands, and southern and western Europe. 
In Boumelia, the Turks have a breed with smooth 
hair, but with long-haired ears like those of a spaniel. 
In the West, however, the smooth coat is the result 
of importation ; for the native races were rugged, 
until the French kings, down to Louis XV., began 
to introduce the more graceful breeds from Constan- 
tinople, Crete, and even from Alexandria. 

The old greyhound of the West, like that of the 
East Indies, appears not to have been of pure breed, 
but crossed with some other species endowed with 
scent ; and, consequently, we find that it did not 
depend at all times upon the powers of vision. 
olti IrUh grey was similarly constituted ; and we 
are thence inclined to believe the gaze -hound* was 
in reality the present spiooth race, distinguished at 
first from the more common by the faculty of hunt- 
ing by the sight alone, and that the name of grey- 
^ hound was gradually transferred to it when the old 
breed began to be neglected, and sunk into the un- 
fashionable lurcher. Yet it was this ancient race, 
tall, strong, fierce, and rugged, that qj^taincd almost 
the exclusive patronage of the northern conquerors 
of Europe, and for ages nearly excluded the hunting- 
* Not the Agasseus, which was very differ^t. 
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hound from all consideration. Eren the Chinls, 
according to Arrian, cotirsed with greyhounds, upon 
nearly the same principles as the modems ; and the 
Saxons and Franks used them to ^ear down deer, 
and, in company with their mastiffs and. great cur- 
dogs, to grapple with the wild bull,^he wolf, and the 
boar. The right to possess hawk and greyhound 
were proofs of gentility ; and there were even reli- 
gious ceremonies and church services, wherein cer- 
tain beneficed clergy claimed and practised the 
privilege of appearing with hawk on fist and hound 
in leash. Hence arose, also, the custom of placing 
the effigy of this dog at the feet of monumental 
figures of knights in armour ; and, an the feudal 
hall, a space behind the left-hand of the chief was 
often assigned for his dogs to sit, and wait for a 
portion of food from his hand. In the barbarous 
laws of the times, a man was of less value than a 
greyliound, and the killing one, or robbing a hawk's 
nest, eren after the signing of Magna Oharta, was 
a felony, punishable with equal severity as murder. 
The presentation of these dogs was often the symbol 
of a renewed grant of feudak territory or rights, or 
the payment for royal dues.* 

In the noble hunting pictures of Rubens and 
Snyders, we see them often painted with characters 
of spirit and life only surpassed by the pencil of 
Landseer, whose dogs actually seem to think. Cours- 

* In the r&gn cf King Richard II. there were stifl lands 
held of the Crown, amoxig others, by the family of Engaine, 
npon the condition of keefnng a certain number of wolf-dogs, 
to bunt that animal. 
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ing with these ancient dogs was still kept up by 
Queen Elizabeth, who witnessed, anno 1591, from 
her stand at Cowdray, in Sussex, the seat of Lord 
Montacute, no^less than sixteen deer, all having 
fair l^w (that is, the start in advance to a certain 
distance), tom dbwn and mangled by fie/ce hounds, 
for her amusement! But after the religious and 
civil wars of the succeeding reigns, the breed of 
smooth hounds became the more fashionable ; and, 
with the improvements in fire-arms, and the exten- 
sion of cultivation, hunting-hounds and gun-dogs 
gradually acquired their present share of favour. 

We have already remarked, that the rough grey- 
hounds in particular are less personally attached to 
their masters than other races : ancient chroniclers 
relate several Instances of their abandoning one to 
follow 'tnother, and^ being liable to take sudden of- 
fence. They have been known to attack those who 
meant to halloo them on after game ; this hap- 
pened, not many years ago, to the Rajah of Bahar, 
whose dogs turned from a jackal upon him, and he 
escaped from them only by dashing with his horse 
into the water.^ They are also liable, if left to their 
own discretion, to destroy sheep, and show other 
marks of little docility. 

Banning with the roug^-haired breeds, we find 
in the East 

* See Dr. Danid JohiiBon‘'s Sketches of FJgld Sports. See * 
also in Froissart, the greyhound that quitted King Richard II. 
to join and fawn upon Henry of Lancaster ; a political fidse- 
hood not even original, but intended to persuade the public that 
heaven, and not his ambition, made hhu claim the crown. 
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Th& Brinjaree dog^ \iBed in the Deccan, is supe* 
rior in stature and strength to the Penuan* This 
breed, we believe, is the best in India, where their 
general colour is yellowish or tan ; "but our sports- 
men report the Indian dogs to want velocity. 

The Persian breed, with the jfiane of the nose 
almost arched, and the lumbar part of the back less 
curved than our dogs, has the hair silky, the tail 
very long and hairy. Those we have seen were 
pale slate-coloured, or white ; and in speed, game, 
and size, at least equal to our best breeds. 



PLATE IX. 


The AroMan^ Bedouin greyhound, is a large 
and very fierce ^q^ecies, not perfectly pure, but 
greatly valued, and used by the w^dering tribes 
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not only for coursing antelopes, but to watch their 
tents and cattle. They have more strength of jaw, 
and are rufous, or white clouded with tan colour. 
The race about* Akaba, figured m SUhomtte by 
Laborde, is, however, Smaller, with a long tail, 
still very hairy, and in ^e form of a brush ; the 
ears arc erect, pointed ; and the whole animal very 
like the ancient Egyptian effigies, and like the Thom 
anthuB^ before described. We give a represent 
tation. 



THE RUSSIAN AND TAHTAE BREEDS, 

/ 

Canu kirsutus. 


Abb rough, very large, and staunch ; usually white, 
with black clouds, and long hairy tails. Buifon 
figured both th^ male and female of this race^ 
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» Cants Sooiieusy 

# 

Is of the same race as the Bussian, and similarly 
coloured ; hut, from greater attention, or the cross 
of a stag-hound at some period, it is endoyred with 
higher faculties of intellect, and formerly had so 
good a nose, that we believe this varied was mostly 
used as a blood-hound. Sir Walter Scott's cele- 
brated dog Maida was of this breed. 

There appeared in the Kilma^mock Jounud, 1836, 
an article copied in the Caledonian Mercury, where- 
in, under the head Coursing, and a notice of a por- 
trait of GKlbertfield, introductory to the pedigree of 
that dog, th0re is a lively picture of the attention 
bestowed upon greyhounds in the northern parts of 
the kingdom : — 

“ Hie reiterated success of this old dog (Gilbert- 
field) may well excite a smile at those who would 
talk or write him down as a third-rate, or stigma- 
^ him as a lurcher ! If he be a third-rate, the 
march of intellect among the knights of the long- 
tails most be retrograde ; and if he be indeed 
a lurdier, it becomes necessary to" know by what 
name are to be called the ninety unsuccessful compe- 
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titois for the Glasgow €foId Cap. Perhaps, alter 
all, it will turn out that these Boqgpng detractions 
aie but a cunning device of the friends of CKlbeirt- 
field, intended«to impress the public with the idea, 
that the achievement of a reput^iou; greater thte 
that of any othel^dog in the United Kingdom is but 
the smaller part of his victory, and that the greater 
part is the accomplishment of an absolute change in 
language, so that henceforth the word lurcher is to 
designate superiority, instead of, as heretofore, infc" 
riority of blood ; and the word third-rate to apjdy 
to the ascending scale in degrees of comparison, or, 
in other words, to denote the superlative degree of 
excellence. But be this as it may, we are happy 
in being enabled to he the first to publish the pedi- 
gree of Gilbertfield, supplied us at our request by 
his owner. We give only three generaticM^ both 
because these carry us to the common ancestors of 
his sire and dam, and because the ancestors of 
Blucher and Tickler never ran in public. Gilbert- 
field (brindled and rough) was pupped in June, 
1831^ and is, — 1st, by Giraffe (brindled and smooth) 
out of Venus (yellow^d^rough) ; 2d, CKraffe was 
by Capilly (brindled and smooth, brother to Oscar) 
out of Puzzle (bro^ and smooth, sister to Mr. 
Crum’s well-known* Charles James Fox) — Venus, 
by Mr. Hamilton of Greenbank's Alfred, (white 
and red and smooth, sire of Captain, May, Serpent, , 
Pomni, Lady Mary, &c.) out of (brindled 

and ^ough, sister to Capilly, Oscar, Orlando Fu- 
rioso, and Burr) ; 3d, Capilly and Marion were by 
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Blucher (black and smooth), oiit of Sir William 
Maxwell of Cal^jprwood*s Tickler (white and rough). 
This pedigree runs counter to many of the pet theories 
of breeding, which would seem to be <;he mere “ idols 
, of the kennel,” as Lord Bacon would haye styled 
them, ^rather than the conclusions <)f reason or the 
result of experiments. Bred from first cousins, and 
sprung from three successive crosses betwixt the 
smooth and the rough, Gilbertfield himself rough, 
is a great public winner, notwithstanding it is said 
that breeding‘in destroys spirit, and that every cross 
after the first, betwixt the smooth and rough, more 
and more banishes the good qualities of the grey- 
hound. . Opinion, or rather caprice, .even among 
those friendly to one cross with the rough, is diverse 
as to wliich parent should be rough. It so happens 
in this pedigree that the dams were the rough. But 
this cannot be held to establish much, when it is 
remembered that Gilbertfields own progeny out of 
a smooth bitch (Black-Eyed Susan) have distin- 
guished themselves more than any other puppies of 
this season, part of which are thoroughly smooth, 
and part thoroughly rough. cThe running of him 
and his lurcher race equally confute two opposite 
sayings ; the one, that rough dogs are not fast, but 
last long— -the other, that they can get out of the 
slips, but want bottom. Ist, Lord Eglintons Major 
is the only dog he meets which makes Gilbertfield 
look nojt singslSirly fast up to his hare. 2d, The 
race with Dusty Miller, on the last day of the Gold 
Cup running, put an end to all scepticism as to 
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Gilbertfield's bottom. The performances of his an- 
cestors, Oscar, Capilly, and Charles James Fox, in 
the Lanarkshire and Eenfrewshire Club, and of 
Orlando Furioso, Burr, and Giraffe in East Lo- 
tliian— his own^ success, during four sfeasons, in 
every club to which he belongs, viz. the Ardrossan, 
Biggar, Clydesdale, Dirloton, and the Lanarkshire 
and Renfrewshire (being rough he is excluded from 
running at Winchburgh), and his trimnph at Eagle- 
sham — ^and the commenced career of his odspring, 
viz. The Ocean, Q#lih, Vandal, Capilly, Harp, 
Guitar, and Lilly (one litter), supply the best of 
all evidence that Gilbertffeld not only inherits, but 
can transmit vrinning blood — ^the great aim^ it is to 
be presumed, of every sagacious breeder of grey- 
hounds.” 


THE IRISH GREYHOUND. 

< 7 . Hibemicus, 

This antique race was originidly, we may pre- 
sume, the same as the Scottish; and, according 
to some opinions, was not found iiwSveland in its 
greatest development until the Danes began to infest 
its coasts. It may, however, be observed, that no 
such race is recorded to have existed anciently in 
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Scandinavia or Denmark, and that its earliest co- 
lour was buff or pale ochry, in that repect also 
approximating the bre^ of the East ; and, finally, 

^ that the mystical bitch in Druidical lore appears to 
refer to this species both in Britslfn and Ireland: 
though, we must admit, that in M3rthical compo- 
sition, a generical name would be easily transferred 
to a particular species of later date, if it were more 
noble and grand in its appearance. It may ^ that 
the ancient race, similar to the Scottish, was crossed 
with the great Danish dog by the Northmen, and, 
under favourable circumstances, increased to the 
great stature since so much admired. • 

^ Of the specimens we have seen, and the figures 
published, no two appear now exactly alike in struc- 
ture or colour, so that mastiff, stag-hoimd, and 
blood-hound may likewise have been crossed with 
the smcient spedes ; and from this circumstance, no 
doubt, arises the difference in qualities ascribed to 
them. Still this dpg is the largest in Western 
Europe ; and the extirpation of wolves in Ireland 
may, in part at least, be justly exertions. 

The bitch kept by Buffon killed the male wolf she 
was bred up with, which prqves that one was more 
* than a match for that fierce animal. Lord Alta- 
mont i$ said to have kept the last dogs of this race, 
and it was one of his that Mr. Lambert described in 
the Linneeafi^Transactions. But we have heard 
that Lord O'Neil likewise had some; and, still 
later, that Mr. Hamilton Bowan used often to ap- 
pear in Dublin with a couple of these majestic dogs. 
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Canis Cfraius of Authors, 

m 

Who have taken it to be typical of the group, 
is still extant nearly in the exact form described 
by Oppian and older classic writers. It is some- 
what remarkable that modem travellers should 
have confounded this dog with the Molossian ; fo]:| 
the one belongs to the Persian race, being covered 
with a rather short but siDcy fur, and having a long 
slender tail well featfiered, with long and soft hajr, 
capable of making the kind of shade which was so 
much admired by the ancients ; whilst the other is 
already noticed as of the Laniarian group. Those 
we have seen were slate-coloured and white, but 
had not the peculiar ^ue eyes noticed by the an- 
cients. They are still used in deer-hunting. 

Among the smooth-haired, we shall take the next 
in gradation from the villous. It is the 

Turkish Greyhound^ with a very pointed nose 
and long hairy ears, but smooth coat, ashy-grey, 
white, or brindled in colour. It is §m^ng this and 
the last mentioned breed that the stop greyhound is 
found so trained, that when a whole pack of them 
are in pursuit of a doubling hare, a stick thrown 
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1:>efore them produces a general halt ; and 

one only is then singled out to pursue the game. 

Th& Egyptian Greyhound may be the same as 
the Bedouin, but is smoother, and now rarely 
met with, in that country, but nY^re usually to the 
westward, in the Barbary states ; it is in form like 
the Italian, but equals the European in size, has a 
delicate skin, very small ears, somewhat more up- 
right than usual, and in colour white-b\ack, or 
spotted of both colours. 


THE ITALIAN GREYHOUND, 

^ Canis itediws, Gm., 

Is a well known variety of inferior size, and so de- 
licate as to bear our climate with difficulty. Although 
it is a breed of great beauty^ little use can be made 
of its speed, and the ladies almost solely patronize 
this animal ; it is said that our finest breeds have 
been improved by a cross from it. 
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THE BRITISH GREYHOUND. 
Canit Uporarius. 


PLATE X. 

Tue dogs of the best breeds now common in the 
west of Europe are all of the same race ; but, in 
point of sporting qualities and beauty, none are 
equal to the British. The smooth-haired greyhound 
'was first imported frpm France, and subsequently 
improved by well selected individuals from the 
Greek Islands, irom Italy and Barbary, and ^ven 
from India, but, above all, by the unremitting 
attention of wealthy and intelligent sportsmen. We 
shall not dwell further upon a breed so well known, 
and at present unrivalled in an open country for 
speed, beauty, and spirit, united with docility. 

With the greyhounds, we place also two races 
that are more or less of mixed breeds. The 
first is 


VOL. 11. 
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THE LURCHER. 
Ca«M vertagui* 


This dog in its most ancient form was a greyhound, 
with powers of scent, and perhaps the true grey- 
hound of the long-haiHed variety, and to that race 
we refer the ancient name of Vertagvs ; for to what 
other can Martial’s lines be ascribed, 

Non abi, aed domino yenatur Vertagtts acer 

Ilkosnm leporem qui tibi, dento refeit. Martial. 

Surely no Turnspit can be intended by this portrait, 
but a fleet dog well trained, and sagacious, though 
neglected. In proportion as the more elegant race 
of the smooth-haired breeds became the fashion, the 
use of its varied powers* was misapplied to the 
destruction of game in unlawful practices, so that 
he became proscribed, and we now possess only an 
occasional niongrel reared for the purposes of poach- 
ing in the night, and executing his felon master s 
instructioivs with a silence, skill, and efiect worthy 

* Vertagus^ or VertraguB, tho Celto-British Ver-traohe, and 
Gennan Braoh, the eager, or swift dog. See Whitaker's His- 
tory of Manchester. 
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of admiration, and of a more admissible service. 
The dogs of this class are now a gaunt and ill-look- 
ing race, bearing the external appearance of the 
greyhound disfigured by the intermixture of cur, 
sheep-^og, or other blood, but still usually with the 
livery of his origin, being mostly of a yellow and 
white colour. The Lurcher now makes occasionally 
great havoc among sheep and deer, and acquires 
the wild scent of game. Sometimes these dogs be- 
come feral, when their owners happen to be captured 
and imprisoned. They have been regularly hunted 
wirh hounds, but seldom destroyed, because when 
the chase cashie up with them, the pack seemed to 
be surprised at only finding that it was a dog it 
had followed. At other times, however, when a 
lurcher had snapped up, or attacked the game the 
pack was hunting, tte dogs on coming up have torn 
him to pieces as if he had been a wild beast. 

The Egyptian Sireet-dog^ probably the Keleb of 
iintiquity, properly so called. It may be assumed, 
that the Pariahs of Egyptian towns are among the 
most ancient breeds and though now degraded in 
many respects by mange, famine, and intermixture 
perhaps with the jackal, there are still numbers 
retaining marks of antique purity of blood, evidently 
refenible to the Akaba greyhound of the present 
time. They are not all even at this moment totally ^ 
deprived of hair, many being sandy cjc huff-coloured ; 
and they possess, in a singi^kir degree, a self-taught 
system of avoiding contact with the Moslem, and of 
order and watching, that deserves attention ; for iju 
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all the towns, where they occupy in numbers the 
ruins of decayed buildings and gardens, certain 
districts or streets appear by common consent to 
belong exclusiYely to one portion, while others are 
similarly allotted to others ; and 4ione dare trans- 
gress the limits they possess, even when tempted 
by the most alluring baits. Each in its own dis- 
trict is likewise a general guardian of the property 
of all its inhabitants; and where, from religious 
motives or feelings of humanity, kind-hearted Mos- 
lems are in the habit of giving out a daily portion 
of food, or setting water for them, those of the dis- 
trict alone come to partake of it, and then quietly 
withdraw. 

In the breeds we now call the Naked Turkish, or 
Egyptian Dog, there arc two races nearly equally 
destitute of hair ; the first, evidently of the grey- 
hound stock, is well known, haying usually a dull 
purplish and unctuous skin, being in general defi- 
cient in the incisor and canine teeth, and often 
^vith several of the molars wanting ; the other, of 
smaller stature, a more glob]}lar cranium, and very 
large erect triangular ears, with a fringe of hair 
upon the edges, and only six mammse, seems de- 
rived from a species of MegaloUB. This race is more 
compact than the other; it has a few straggling 
hairs about the body, and a ridge of the same often 
runs down th^ occiput to beyond the shoulders. 
The absence of hair may be in part caused by chro- 
nical mange, but it certainly is also a result of ex- 
posure to an faiteuse sun in a very dry atmosphere ; 



EGYPTIAN STREET-DOO. 


181 

|for we find in a similar state the small Hysdn'a of the 
Desert, which retains only a broad and bristly band 
of hair firom the head to the tail. The Lycheum 
jpictusy in old age, becomes likewise naked; and 
even tHb lion of Arabia is deficient in mane. The 
same effect is produced upon a race of Pariahs of 
India, known by the name of Polygar dog; and the 
naked dog of Mexico, of the indigenous Gosque 
race, not carried to the West by the Spaniards, is 
similarly destitute of hair, no doubt firom the same 
causes.^ This last race is almost without voice, or 
utters only a feeble howling. It is but partially 
intermixed wiijih the hairy dogs, is nearly useless, 
and, nevertheless, mu9h caressed by the Indian na- 
tives. It may be this was the Ood-dog of the 
Xauxa and Huanca Indians ; for, even in America, 
the dog was a type df divinity ! We have often 
seen puppies suckled by human beings. 

The next group we have to take into consider- 
ation, is that which contains 

* See Brown’s Jamaica, tgider the name of Indian Dog, the 
preceding article Alco, and Rengger Saeugethieie von Pam- 
guay. 
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THE HOUNDS. 
Cainti aagaees. 



We have, in the description of domestic dogs, 
adverted to the original reddence of this group in 
the East, and to its introduction among us at a period 
suhseque^ to the arrival of the more wolf-like 
Tarieties. When we shall know more of the Lyci»- 
cus tlgris^ before noticed, and of the Wah^ or 
we may perhaps find that one, or the 
mixture of *bdth species, are the progenitors of the 
Hound races, and that it is thence they derive 
the general tendency to be marked with three 
colours whicJ we have seen were nQticed in Ceylon 
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I and Britain at a reiy. e^ly period. Farther east, 
\here were of late years hounds not derived from 
the European breed; such, ibr example, as the 
dogs of the Koordah Bajah, of larger dimensions 
than ours, and wfth so fine a nose, that they could 
trace deer several hours after they had passed, 
which, in a hot country, evinces an acuteness of 
scent not to be expected from the European. 


7HE ORIENTAL HOUND. 

PLATE XL 

We figure a hound frW a drawing made in Persia, 
one of several belonging to a Coordish Chief, jdif- 
fcring from the English fox-hound chiefly in the 
greater height of the legs and shorter body. The 
colours refer it to the breed of St. Louis, from 
Palestine. ^ 

In the present group, although the anatomical 
forms remain in general the same, there is perceived 
in the crania a superior development of the cerebral 
indosure, a rounder forehead, and higher central 
ridge to secure the temporal muscles, enlarged in- 
terorbitol space to admit the organs qf smell, and a 
greater breadth of the jaws. In the several species 
there is found a broader nose, more full and promi- 
nent eyes, large pendulous ears, a ri^d and trun- 
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cated tail, and often a spurious toe on the hind ^ 
feet; in general, a structure combining conaderable 
elegance with strength and speeds In this tribe 
there are, as in the former, likewise two races dis- 
tinguished by a long and by a short fur ; the former, 
in general, being used as gun and water-dogs ; the 
latter, less domesticated, as hunting dogs. 

The Greeks may be considered as the first insti- 
tutors of artificial breeds, and the contrivers of most 
of the ancient subordinate combinations which have 
since so greatly influenced the high bred races of 
the West. Twenty-four centuries of efibrts have 
not, however, efiected more than evolving from 
races most nearly allied, generations more specifi- 
cally adapted to given intentions. All the funda- 
mental qualities of dogs resided, ad or^iney in the 
species, and by far the greater part of educational 
susceptibilities were then already fiilly established. 
Altfiough hounds were known in the East, and in 
Egypt, we have no proof that they (the Greeks) 
were acquainted with dogs of the present group an- 
terior to the conquests of Al|xander, nor that they 
became common before Greece was under the domi- 
nion of the Romans. The Hellenic sportsmen, and 
naturalists of this late period, are the writers who 
then first began to give an intelligible account of 
them. Demetrius Constantinopolitanus, in his book 
on the care of dogs, writing after Oppian, shows, 
that the hounds in his time were not yet entirely 
with drooping ears, but, as •before observed, they 
were of a brindled and spotted origin, for he calls 
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them Leojard-dogs like wolveg, with long soft 
ears, so that they hang down ; but if the ears are 
erect and laigcf; they are not to be rejected.” 

It is now probably impossible to dx upon the 
oldest form the hound^ but if we commence 
by the Elymecva^ and take the figure of a leash- 
hound in the Egyptian pictures for a type, and the 
blood-hound, which is of most ancient estimation 
in the West, the dog who, in sagacity, power, and 
olfactory acuteness, stood for ages preeminent over 
the whole, we find them sufficiently similar to each 
other, while the more delicate perceptions of several 
gun-dogs, although we think them superior, are a 
result of comparatively later care and training. 

We may here remark upon the packs of the 
Continent, such as^they were before the French 
Revolution, that the breeds of England only be- 
came fashionable, and introduced there aftes the 
Duke of Orleans had visited this country. In 
France, reddish dogs were still generally used to 
hunt the wolf to the year 1779, and those of Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, tkept at Laaken,, mostly of a 
rust colour, with black backs; but his establish- 
ment was on the ancient footing, consisting, in part, 
of matches or pairs of similarly coloured dogs and 
breeds, but each pmr somewhat differing in race ; 
thus there were mastifis, rough greyhounds, matin- 
dogs, and latge terriers ; several, or all of these, 

* Demet. Const, irifi r* rfir kvfw Most citod 

by Don Caspar Bazzio. 
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were taken out to hunt the stag, the Ubar and the 
wolf, and on some occasions, it was equally diffi- 
cult and dangerous to keep them 'from attacking 
each other.* 


* THE BLOOD-HOUND. 

Cams saingwinariy/s, 

PLATE XXXI. Pig. 2. * 

Wb have already remarked upon the general history 
of this race, and therefore proceed to the description 
of its form and colours. This breed is rare in Eng- 
land, but still there are a few kept, rather for the 

* Mr. Pennant has noticed some of tlie himting establisli- 
ments and laws of the Welsh Princes. The Byzantine Empe- 
rors, the Turkish Sultans, and ihe German Emperors, all had 
a regularly organised body of that kind. Tho English Sove- 
reigns were most likely nothing short of the state kept by the 
Kings of France, but it is x^robable that the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, of the house of Valois, exceeded both. Of tho number 
of dogs they kept, wo may judge by the officers in their house- 
hold placed on tlie establishment of the chase ; it consisted, 
in the time of PhiHp the Good, of one Ghrand eeneur, or great 
huntsman, with twenty-four attendant huntsmen, a deik, and 
twenty-four valets: one hundred and twenty liverymen, six 
pages of the hounds, six pages of the greyhounds, twdve under 
pages of the hounds, dx supcrintendants of the servants of 
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sake Of admiration than use, though anciently, and 
even now on the Continent, it is employed to follow 
the scent or the track of a wounded beast of the 
chase, or to lead the huntsmen to the lair before 
the toils are get. In Germany there were two 
breeds, one smaller and lighter (Schwemhund)^ 
serving in the first mentioned capacity ; and the 
other (Leiihund) the true blood-hound» Both are 
figured by Eedinger, 

Mr. Bell, in his interesting account of British 
quadrupeds, describes the breed in posssssion of Mr. 
T. Bell, ‘ of Oxford Street, as standing twenty-eight 
inches high at the shoulder ; the muzzle broad and 
full ; the upper lip large and pendulous ; the vertex 
of the head protuberant; the expression stem, 
thoughtful, and noble ; the breast broad ; the limbs 
strong and muscular,; and the original colour a deep 
tan, with large black clouds. The Cuba breed, and 
the dog once the property of the Duke of ¥ork, 
yfk noticed, had tan spots over the eyes, the back 
was ashy-brown, and lower parts whitish. In 

the kennels, six valeis o^mers, six of greyhomids, twdve of 
running hounds, six of spanids, six of smaU dogs, six of 
English dogs (roastiffii), six of Artois dogs (matins), twelre 
bakers of dogs' bread : a great wolf-hunter ( grand 
four wolf-hunters, a grand falconer, twenty-four fidooners, one 
master of the toils, or net-setter for biiding, <;gie master of the 
hunting science, one hundred and twenty livery-men hawkers* 
to carry hawks, their collars, beUs, masks, &o. twclye valets 
fishermen, six trimmers of feathers of birds of prey ; in all 430 ! 
All these bore arms, and cried the ducal war-oty under his 
immediate banner. * 
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Fiance, the Nonnan limers were considered the 
best ; they were usually grey-brown, but there were 
some qiute black, with a tan-coloured spot oyer the 
eyes, and white breasts. This species is silent while 
following the scent, and thence easily distibgui^ed 
from other hounds. 

ThA Talbot was a race of hounds with a large 
head, veiy broad nose, long pendulous ears, a rough 
coat of hair on the belly, and entirely of a pure 
white colour. In ancient illuminations it is repre- 
sented as not yeiy large, though, from all accounts, 
it attained considerable stature, and seemingly was 
kept more for show than for use. There is little 
doubt but that the white St. Hubert breed of hounds 
was of the same, or of a nearly allied race. As a 
sporting-dog it is not much noticed, probably be- 
cause in that capacity it was viewed as a blood- 
hoimd. We believe the Talbot was a cognizance of 
the &ncient house of Shrewsbuiy; and a he^ 
of one forms the crest of several princely frmilies 
of Germany. 

The Old Southern Hound, l^e Manchester- 
hound is considered by Mr. ^Whitaker as an old 
indigenous breed; but it is probably only a race 
introduced during the feudal ages, and formed out 
of the great watch-dog by the blood-hound or the 
Talbot. It is a large noble-looking dog, greatly 
^ resembling the more recent stag-hound, steady and 
persevering, but slow in pursuit, thence neglected, 
and now nearly extinct, being replaced by the fol- 
lowing more active breed^ all of which, neverthe- 
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lens, have much of the same aspect, and are nearly 
all marked vdth three similarly distributed colours. 
The old Southep-hound was, or we should rather 
say is, remarkable for a very fine deep-toned voice, 
and iif this respoct is quite distinct from ike blood- 
hound. 


THE STAO-HOUND, 

PLATE XXXI., Pig. I, 

Was a large and stately animal, equal, orlHtle less 
than the blood-hound, and originally, like that race, 
slow, sure, cautious,* and steady. Markham, who 
wrote in the time of J^es I. describes the stag- 
hound of his time with evident knowledge of the 
Venerie de Jaqim du Fouilloux ; these dogs were 
then rufous spotted, or glaucous, and hunted in 
close packs under excellent command. The modem 
hound is perhaps still handsomer, though somewhat 
smaller, and the breed having been crossed with 
the fox-hound, is now much faster. They have a 
large rather short head, with a wide nose, loose, 
hanging, broad, and long ears, muscular hams, 
round small feet, and a rush tail carried high.* 

* Ancient representations of Stag-hounds often haye very 
small drekiping ears, much like the figure of the Lymmer in the 
antique paintings of Egyi)t 
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They are inyariably vrliite, with some black and 
fulvous about the ears, and on the sides or back, 
distributed in two or three large spots. As the chase 
is very &tiguing to man and horse, destructiTe to 
cultivation, and of very questionaSble humanity, it 
has greatly declined since the death of King 
George III. who was personally fond of this kind 
of hunting. We doubt if the packs we formerly 
knew are still extant; they were the Royal, the 
Derby, the Englefield chase, the New Forest and 
the Darlington. 


THE FOX-HO!jNT), 

PLATE XIL, 

Is somewhat lower at the shoulders, more slenderly 
built, and more crossed with the greyhound; the 
colour also is white, but commonly marked witli 
larger clouds of black and tan, one on each side 
the head, covering the ears, the same on each flank, 
andwone at the root of the tail. Their speed and 
perseverance is remarkable, having been known to 
run hard ten hours before they caine up with and 
killed the fox, and the sportsmen were either 
thrown out, or changed horses three times. Stag 
and fox-hunting, when puriied to a speed and 
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duration so as to cause the death or ruin of the 
finest horses, are justly reprobated by most writers 
on field sporty and are now completely out of 
fashion, though at one time, when George IV. was 
Prince of Wales, and hunted with a pai^k of silent 
hounds, the chase was inrariably seyere, even to 
those who rode the best bred horses. 

Th& Harrier-hound. So called from being usually 
applied to hare- hunting, is still smaller than the last 
mentioned, not exceeding eighteen inches at the 
shoulder. It is a more recent, and entirely an ar- 
tificial breed, we think between the hound and 
beagle, similarly marked as tke fox-hound, but 
often the dark colours occupying still more surface. 
This race is by many sportsmen confoimded, and 
the names used synonymously with 
TheBeagU . — Fronrthe observations recorded in the 
general article on domestic dogs, it will be anticipated 
that we regard the beagle to be the sameastheBr&chet 
of the middle ages, and think it the only species of 
the long-eared dogs known in the west during the 
Roman Empire, and noticed by Oppian under the 
name of Agasseus. Both Pennant and Whitaker 
quote the text, which, nevertheless, is more appli- 
cable to the ancient teaser-terrier than the beagle ; 
but as there y^ere rough-haired Brachets in the qlden 
time, and ^vere hunting is still liable to produce 
crooked-legged Turnspit offspring, it is possible that * 
this last was meant. The Breac they could not 
however then be ; because, as already observed, that 
name implied spot, or spotted, a distinction which 
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tlie beagle-hound retains. A proportion, or what 
was termed a cry of these dogs, was anciently added 
to a hunting pack, often on accotmt^of their musical 
voice. They were most common in the north of 
England, and hence known by the name of ncfti:liem 
hounds. There exists on the Continent a coarse- 
haired buff-coloured hound of a mixed breed, 
figured by Buffon under the name of Men courant 
apparently formed out of the French Braque 
and the crisp-haired water-dog ; it is now uncom- 
mon, probably neglected because of its want of 
beauty, though formerly much esteemed in otter- 
hunting, and in tlie chase where the country was 
swampy and intersected by rivers. 

Both the rough and smooth races, even three 
centuries past, were already greatly diversified by 
different crossings. In Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
the fanciers bred a race sq small, that a complete 
cry \A them could he carried out to the field in a 
pair of poniers. That Princess had little ainginff 
heagUs which could be placed in a man's glove ! At 
present they are about twelve or fourteen inches at 
the shoulders, stout and compact in make, with long 
ears, and either marked with a bright streak or spot 
of white about the neck, on a dark brown coat, or 
white, with spots like the harrier, of black and 
rufous. They are slow, hut persevering, and are 
sufiidently sure of killii% their game. 
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PLATE XIII. 

From the general structure of the animal, we are of 
opinion it should be placed with the hounds ; but 
though a verj handsome variety, inferior to lione of 
the above in elegance of form and beautiful mark- 
ings, it is, witli some dissent however, said to be 
without powers of nose or much sagacity, and there- 
fore invariably entrusted to the stables, wJiere it 
familiarises with horses. Having, in the general 
description of dogs, noticed the print of a specimen 
brought from India, with a white hir marked whli 
small black spots, small^ half dejected ears, and a 
greyhound-like form, we have there ezpremed the 
suspicion that our present coach-dog may be derived 
from that individual, iJt from his breed, and we 
have accordingly given a representation of it. 


VOL XI. 
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PLATE XIV. 

Dalmatian dogs they are not, although a Turkish 
grandee might well haye possessed speoimens of the 
dog in that countiy. We figure it accordingly. 

% 

Tkb Turmpit^ so called from being formerly 
used to nm in a kind of wheel to turn a kitchen 
spit.'* There are rough and smooth dogs of this 
kind, both eTidently derived by malformation from 
hounds or terriers. Buffon figured them under 
the names of B(met d jambee droiies^ and Basset d 
jettnibes torses; some haring the legs straight, and 
others crook^, while the body is often as heavy as 
a fox-hound's. That breed derived from terriers is 
much more active and bold than the other, and 
having the legs sfraighter, iS capable of more fatigue. 
The turnspit form is however found among the Pa- 
riah dogs of India : the Techichi, we have already 
noticed, is likewise of a lengthened structure ; and 
in Paraguay, dogs of the European races, with 
large heads, bodies, and tails, but very short, dis- 
torted, and nodose limbs, are very common ; some 
have been measured three feet in length from nose 
to tail, whose extremities were only four inches 
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long : finally, the Poe dog of the South Sea Islands 
is eqyally ilhshaped. 

Bwr^ is^a spaniel turnspit, haying a long 
back, short legs, and a long hairy coat. This 
race is chiefly used in the south of Europe. . 


THE POINTER, 


Cants avictdaris^ 


In general aspwt, character, and colours, belongs 
to the race of hounds, more nearly than any ’other 
of the shooting or gun dogs, and therefore ive place 
him immediately efftef them. From the word, 
Spaiiisli being commonly prefixed to the name, thert^ 
is reasoi^ to believe the race came originally &dtn 
the Peninsula, and this circumstance agrees with 
what we have said of the oldest race of the St. 
Hubert hounds; but as the primitive breed must 
still be presumed to confe from the East, we might 
perhaps infer that Western Europe, including Bri- 
tain, owes their introduction to the Phoenician 
traders who brought them to Spain and to this 
country at so remote a period, that we regard them 
here as indigenous.* In their present qualities of 

* There is, in the figms publidied by CaiUftnd^ a 

dog represented at pcAnt ; bat the sculpture is injured, and 
leaves some doubt of the intention. 
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standing fixed and pointing to game, we see the 
result of a long course of severe training ; and it is 
a curious fact, that by a succession of generations 
having been constantly educated to this purpose, it 
has become almost innate, andeyoung dogs of the 
true breed point with scarce!^ any instruction : this 
habit is so firm in some, that the late Mr. Gilpin is 
reported to have painted a brace of pointers while in 
the act, and that they stood an hour and a quarter 
without moving !* But although'the quality is admir- 
able, it is nevertheless true that training will accom- 
plish the same habit in common fox-hounds, and even 
in other animals, as is attested in the case of the 
Hampshire pig, which was celebrated for this faculty. 

is said that pointer dogs tvere not known in 
England before the revolution of 1688 ; but it may 
be answered, that as soon <us* shooting supplanted 
hawking and coursing, there could be no serious 
obstacle in forming dogs to that sport. The pointer 
is quite smooth, commonly marked like the fox- 
hound, or with more spreading dark colours ; there 
are some of the best breed entirely blacki In 
habit it is rather lazy, dibes not encounter close 
cover nor take the water so readily as the spaniel, 
but is still a favourite for his powerful nostrUs and 

* These v^erc Pluto and Juno, the property of CoL Thorn- 
ton. Dash, another pointer belonging to the Same sportsman, 
vas sold for £ 100 vorth of Burgundy and Champagne, one 
hogshead of claret, an elegant gnu, and a pointer, vdth the 
^iso, that if an accident ahould disable the dog, he vaa to be 
returned to the Colonel at the price of £ 50 1--^ Sportman'S 
Reporitory. 
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handsbme appearance. The thorough bred dogs of 
this race in Spain have the septum of the nose ver- 
tically divided by a deep groove, and the wings of 
the nostrils exceedingly dilated and irritable. 


THE SETTER, 

(Janii Tndex^ 

PLATES XV. AND XV.* 

Is another variety of sporting dogs distinguished for 
long silky hair, and usually considered as a larger 
breed of spaniel; therefore likewise originating or 
brought from the peninsula of Spain. The head of 
this race shows a remarkable development of the 
brain, and in character we find a corresponding in- 
telligence, affection, «Qnd docility, unequalled by any 
other kind of dog; and though somewhat timid, 
hearing fatigue better than the pointer. The* least 
adulterated breeds are still found in Ireland, where 
high prices are paid for the best individuals. In 
figure they participate of the pointer and the spaniel. 
Their more ancient dblours were deep chestnut and 
white, or quite red ; in England they are white, or 
white with black or brown marks, and in both coun- 
tries larger than the spaniel. Dudley, duke of 
Northumberland, in 1535, first trained setters to the 
net. in Mr. Bellas admirable description of British * 
dogs,* there are some interesting anecdotes of this 
faithful race, to which we refer. 

* Bell's Quadnipeds. 
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THE SPANIEL, 

^ Ca9iM otafniritcf ? 

CuMTOBiY caUed Water S^Mudel, is of a nuse that 
toowa to the Bomaas, for we find it clearly 
figured on some of the later monuments, and seeii» 
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to be« identical with the Canig TtucuM praised by 
Nemesianus. No dog possesses greater affection for 
his master or more expression of countenance than 
the spaniel ; iff is ever petitioning for acknowledg- 
ments of regard, and boundless in its joy at the 
slightest manifestation of kindness* The animal is 
in form a small setter, with silky hair, and fine long 
villous ears. They are black, bro^vn, pied, liver- 
coloured and white, and black and white. There 
are likewise several varieties of the spaniel; one, 
the water-spaniel, differs chiefly finom the land spe- 
cies in his readiness to hunt and swim in the water, 
and the hair beitig somewhat harder to the touch. 
This breed i^lhe principal instrument used in decoy 
ponds, to drive ducks into the. net. 

While revising *^hc letter-press of this article 
(4th April, 1840), there was a dog allied to the 
spaniel race lying on the grave of his mistress, 
already the third day, in the ^urch-yard of Cities 
Church, Plymouth, refusing all food: it is just 
now forcibly removed. 


THE SPEINGER, 
PLilTE XVI. 


Is smaller than the fmmer, of elegant form, gay 
aspect, and usually white with red spots, black nose 
and palate. 
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KING CHARLES'S SPANIEL, 

PLATE VI. 

A BEAtrTiFUL breed, in generd black and white, 
and presumed to be the parent of 


THE COCKER, 

PLATE XV. 

•* 

Who is usually black and shorter in the back than 
the spaniel. This appears to be the Gredin of 
BufPpn. 

The Blenheim^ Marlhorovgh^ or Pyrame of Buf- 
fon, is very similar to the above, but the black colour 
is relieved by £re-colour spots^above the eyes, and 
the same on the breast and feet; the muzzle is 
fuller, and the back rather short. 

The Maltm Dog (Canis Melitasus), the 
or Chim Bovff^ of Buffon, is*the most ancient of the 
small spaniel races, being figured on Boman monu- 
ments and noticed by Strabo ; the muzzle is rounder, 
the hair very long, silky, and usually white, the 
stature very small, and only fit for ladies* lap-dogs. 
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THE WATERrDOG. 

CkmU aquoHeits, 

PLATE XX. 

Barbet of the Continent. 

This race of dogs has the head rather large and 
round, the cerebral space more developed than in 
any other cahine, the frontal sinus expanded, the 
ears long, the legs rather short, and the body com- 
pact ; the hair over every part of the animal long, 
curly, black, or whita and black, sometimes rufous ; 
height at the shoulder from eighteen to twenty 
inches. The water-dog, or poodle of the Genrtans, 
is in its most perfect state not a British race, but 
rose into favour first in Germany, and during the 
revolutionary wars was carried by the troops into 
France, and only in ^be latter campaigns became 
familiar to the British in Spain and the Netherlands. 
The coarser crisped-haired water-dog was indeed 
long known to the middle classes of England, and to 
fishermen on the north-eastern coast and profes- 
sional watei>>fowl shooters; he was occasionally 
also brought to the environs of London, in ord<^ 
to afford the brutal sport of hunting and worrying 
to death domestic ducks placed in ponds for that 
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purpose. No dog is more intelligent or attached to 
his master ; none like the poodle can trace out and 
find lost property with more certainty and perse- 
verance. Several instances are on record of their 
remaining on the field of battle by the dead .bodies 
of their masters, and Mr. Bell relates an anecdote of 
one who perceived his owner had dropped a gold 
coin, and watched it so carefully that he even 
refused food until the money was recovered. 

The Litth Barbet is a diminutive breed, with 
smooth and long silky hair on the head, ears, and 
tail, while the rest is more curly ; and 

The Griffon Dog is said to be a cross of the 
water-dog and sheep-dog. It resembles the former, 
but the ears are slightly raised ; the hair is long, 
not curled, but gathers in pencils; the colour is 
usually black) with tan spots on the eyes and feet ; 
the lips are clad with long hair. 

The Lion Dog is a small variety, with the head, 
ears, and shoulders covered by long, curly, and soft 
hair, and a floccose tail ; the rest of the body, like 
the lion, being proportionably clad in smooth fur. 
This variety is extremely rar^ 


THE CUR DOGS. 


CaffB$ donnettka, 

#W E have already shown, that in the western conti- 
nent there were several races of indigenous small 
dogs before the amval of the Spaniards, but whether 



I 


THE dbB Dod^. 


203 


they oame from the Thoan and Sacalian groups, or 
sprung from a lost species now entirely absorbed in 
domestication, is a question ; we haTe in part pointed 
out the presence of similar small species over the 
wholo^surface of the old world, which in Greece, un- 
der the name of AhpedS^ appear to have modified 
and influenced the characters of the large breeds by 
introducing their own individual capacities and 
propensities. It is credible, in fact, that in the first 
attempts at the subjugation of canines to the pur- 
poses of man, he would begin by the smaller and 
less powerful individuals of the genus, and accord- 
ingly we see most generally, where the savage state 
still obtains, that the dogs .accompanying it are small 
and resemble some wild species of the country, and 
that universally through* the world, when no care 
happens to be takenu iii selecting the breeds and 
preserving them more or less in the purity of given 
qualities, the small cur blood predominates in i^eir 
cliaracter. l 

In Southern Africa we have a race of small Saca- 
lian dogs ; in Arabia, one of Thoan form ; in India, 
the parent Pariah breed, apparently captured in the 
woods of the country ; Southern China, all Persia, 
Natolia, and Russia have a similar predominant 
race of curs, and in Europe there is every whi^re 
evidence of an originally indigenous species of small 
dimenrioni^ or at least of one, brought in by the 
earliest colonists of the West, extending from Lap- ’ 
land to Spain; and if we search for that ,which 
now seems to be the most typical ; that possessing 
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innate courage, sagacity, and prolific power, 'Without 
training or care in breeding ; we find these qualities 
most unquestionably united in the terrier, and no- 
where so fully marked with all the tbkens of ancient 
originality as in the rough-haired or Scottish ^^ecies. 
In the terrier we still sec alHhe alacrity of innate con- 
fidence, all resources of spirit, all the willingn^ to 
remain familiar with snbterraneous habitations,, and 
all the daring and combination which makes him 
fearless in the presence of the most formidable ani- 
mals ; for it is often noticed in India, that when the 
bull-dog pauses, British terriers never hesitate to 
surround and grapple with the hyaena, the wolf, or 
even the panther. Nor is the arrangement of placing 
the terser race at the head of the cur dogs to be re- 
jected, because wo are habituated to consider that 
appellation as applicable only f^o mongrels ; the name 
Cur is only a mutation of tlie Celtic Cu^ the Greek 
and even the Latin Canir, all emphatically 
^pointing to the most ancient and general name of 
the dog in Europe. A,mong them there are con- 
stantly found individuals endowed with the keenest 
faculties and discernment. Qne of these, as related 
we believe by Michel Montaigne, who witnessed 
the fact, was the guide of a blind man, who, when 
his road lay along a brook, would draw his master 
to the farther side from the watei's edge, although 
it was there much more rugged and unfit to walk 
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THE TERRIER. 

Canis terrarius, Fiem. 

VIGNETTE, AND PLATES XVJI, XVITI., XVIII.* 

If there be an original and indigenous dog of Britain, 
it is surely the species we have now under review ; 
for if the Irish wolf-dog or a questionable gaze-hound 
were derived from the British wol^ such a conquest 
over a powerful and ferocious animal could scarcely 
have been achieved without the aid and intelligence* 
of a previously domesticated and smaller species. 
But it is more likely the terrier of antiquity was of 
the same race with the hard-footed dogs of the 
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Cymbers, and that the first were brought oTer^from 
the north-west of Europe with the primitive inha- 
bitants. Certain it is, that the intermixture of 
terrier blood with other and later races has in no 
instance tended to dimini^ their courage, i^rdi- 
hood, and fidelity, and in xm part of Europe has the 
rough-baired breed retained so completely as in 
Britain all the traits which constitute a typical 
species. No dog carries the head so high and 
Iwldly, or expresses more lively energy than this 
breed ; the distinctions marking its purity of ract* 
are equally discernible, although we have from 
fancy or accident two very evident varieties. The 
first is smooth, rounded, and rather elegant in make, 
with coldurs usually black, and tan spots over the 
eyes, and the same tint spread over the extremities 
and belly ; sometimes also white (PL XVII) ; the 
muzzle sharp, the eye bright and lively, the oars 
pointed or slightly turned down, and the tail carried 
high and somewhat bowed; but the second, repre- 
sented on the Vignette and on Plates XVII. and 
XVIIL, is the more ancient and genuine breed, usu- 
ally called the wire-haired or*Scottish terrier; the 
muzzle is shorter and fuller, the limbs more stout, the 
fur hard and shaggy, and the colour a pale sandy or 
ochry, Mid sometimes white. Neither of these arc 
crooked-legged, nor long-backed, like turnspits, these 
Equalities being proofs of degeneracy or of crosses of 
ill-assorted varieties of larger dogs,' such as hound, 
water-dog, or shepherd's dog females, and then per- 
petuated to serve as terriers^ This is the case on 
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the continent, where they use the turnspit mongrels 
for the purposes to which our terriers, though 
smaller in bulk, are far better adapted. 

In Germany, the Smjinder^ or BodorsearekBr^ is 
a lar|er rough terrier dog, employed to rouse the 
fiercest beasts of the forest from their lair in the 
thickest underwood, and they never foil to effect the 
purpose by their active audacity and noisy clamour. 
They are usually of a wolfish grey-brown, with 
more or less whita about the neck* and breast, and a 
well fringed tail curled over the back ; having in 
all probability in them a cross of the Pomeranian 
(log, which ^ay have increased their stature and 
their caution. 

In England the cross of terriers is perceptible in 
sheep and cattle dogs, but most of all in the breed 
called bull-terriers, because it is formed of these two 
varieties, and constitutes the most determined^ and 
savage race known. It is reared in general for pur- 
poses little honourable to human nature, and most 
disgraceful to the lower orders of England, wlicre, 
for the sake of betting, the true wild game qualities 
of the animals are exhibited in mutual combats, in 
which neither will give up while life remains, and 
the last struggle is bfinie without a groan! Yet 
they miglft bo exported to, or bred with great ad- 
vantage for the use of colonists in South Africa. , 
and contribute plainly to the security of persons 
and property against the depredation of the lion and 
the hyaBna. 

The Russian, Finland, and Siberian dogs of tiie 
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cor races are so intermixed as to bear but little of 
purity of their t)rpe about them. Yet there is a 
breed in the first mentioned country, rugged and 
low on the legs, with many good qualities ; but the 
Siberian, usually black, are not larger than aliare, 
with ears half erect, slightly folded in the middle, 
the body round, and the tail obtuse at the end, where 
it is white ; this variety is exceedingly voracious, 
familiar, and filthy. 

The Lapland Okr is probably of the same race,— 
black, or liver-coloured and rugged. It is a kind of 
watch-dog, and used also in hunting ; but a people 
depending entirely for subsistence on the produce of 
reindeer,* has not food to spare for large dogs, and 
are unwilling to trust them in the vicinity of their 
docks. 

Although the race of cur origin may he traced 
eastwards through Turkey, Persia, and slightly in 
£g3q)t, where the outcasts are an intermixture 
of all the forms of dogs, we find in their squalid 
exterior only a predominant tendency to the more 
original race of each country, having universally 
long tails, erect ears, lank bodies, and sharp muzzles, 
with yellowish, yellow-grey, and yellow and white 
colours ; but it cannot be sAid with absolute pro- 
priety that they are of the cur races of Eiftope, their 
asjiect becoming more and more like that of tho 
Indian Pariahs, in proportion as we advance east- 
ward ; and if we consider that Central Asia, India, 
and Syria have for more than thirty centuries been 
traversed by nations, by great armies, and still more 
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constftDtly by imnimerable caraYans,alwfi.ys attended 
by canines both "wild and domestic, it is to be ex- 
pected that tl^e whole area in question should be 
tenanted by mongrels of interminable crosungs, and 
thatftft the extreniities of the caravan > movements 
we should again bej^n to find decided marks of 
purer breeds. I'his we have eAiowu is the case in 
some respects in Eg 3 rpt, and we find it still more 
clearly beyond the Indus, always excluding the 
breeds watched by man. W’e fissl in those regions 

The Pariah or native, cur of India, a race 
we have already shown exists to the north-east of 
those regions in a wild state, where we are< assured 
they occupy the woods in considerable troops, and 
keep the jackal at a distance. The external'' appear- 
ance of the animal has been noticed, and of the do- 
mesticated we need* only ndd, that they bear the 
marks of degradation and mixture in various forms, 
but still the rufous colours and their direct 8i|n of 
domesticity sliown by the admixture of white pre- 
dominates; that, they all have lengthened backs, 
pointed cars, a sharp nose, and the tail more or less 
fringed. They are sSgacious, noisy, and cowardly ; 
trained by the Sheckarees to their nmde of sporti%, 
and used by the villagers in occasional hunts. Many 
are in a state of wretchedness even greater than the 
Turkish pr Egyptian, but fondness for human so- ^ 
ciety is marked in all ; nay, they will sometimes fix 
upon a stranger, and leave no art or exertion un- 
tried to be a<]teitted iuto his service. Thus, one 
determined at first sigbi to follow a gentlman tra. 

VOL. w. * , , 0 
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veiling through the country in haste; he as 
usual carried in a palanquin, and the poor beast fol- 
lowed by his side, stage after stage, until at length, 
exhausted with exertion in a lonely part of the 
route, he dropped, but kept looking wistfully after 
the object of bis choice till out of sight. 

In -the great. Asiatic islands, the cur dogs still 
retain the general characters of the Pariahs, although 
.about insular situations and great straits, where 
napigation more necessarily congregates, a greater 
variety of dogs must be looked for. This, ibr in- 
stance, is already the case in the South Sea Islands, 
where tlie influx of European dogs brought from 
different countries, and of different breeds, are 
rapidly 'extinguishing the native race, known by 
the name of 

Th& Poe Dog (Ganis Pacifiens, Nob.), Urv-Mahm 
of Tahiti and Ilio of the Sandwich Islands, from 
Uri'vk dog, and MeJm indigenous. In form this 
variety bears marks of decrepitude; the head is 
sharpened the .muzzle, the ears erect, Ihe back 
long, the limbs crooked ; the hair is smooth, but re- 
tains its primitive liv^ of tad or rusty ochre-colour. 
It^is a silent busy animal, feeding on vegetable diet, 
such as taro^ bread-fruit, &e., and entirely reserved 
fqr the table. Since the dogs (ff Europe have mul- 
tiplied, the Poe dog is becoming dmly more scarce, 
' and the practice of eating the flesh begins to be 
abandoned, although it k considered a real delicacy 
by the natives, and said by Europeans to be not un- 
palateable; b«|t for this purpose y^etable food, with 
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perbaps a liiilafiBh) m»at be gireii tbe dog, aiid.as 
the breeds hem Europe are led oa aukual substances, 
they are neTe| eaten. 

To Mr; Frederick Benuet are indebted for a 
notMn these dogs, which we here inserts Amongst 
the Society Islands, the aboriginal dog, which was 
formerly eaten as a delicacy by the natives, is now 
extinct, or merged into mongrel breeds by propaga- 
tion with many exotic varieties. At the l^dwich 
group, where the inhabitants hftvn been more re^ 
markable for the use of this animal as food, and 
whore that custom is yet pertinaciously retained 
(owing probably to the scarcity of swine and spon- 
taneous fruits of the earth), the pure breed of the 
Poe dog has been better protected; and itlthdllgh 
becoming yearly more scarce, examples of it are yet 
to be met with in att the islands, but prindpaliy as 
a delicacy for the use of the chiefs. As late as 
October 1835, 1 noticed, in the populous ancfwell 
civilized town of Honoruru at Oahu, a skinned dog 
suspended at the door of a house of entertainment 
for natives, to denote what sumptuous fare might be 
obtained within ” TSat gentleman then proceeds to 
give a similar description of the ^appearance of the 
dog as above indicated, making it equal in size to a 
terrier, with a dull expression of countenance ; t^l 
straight or sUghtly curled, a brown Hveiy, and^ 
having a, feeble but shrill Imrk ; it is gentle, indo^ 
kat, and in aspect presents the mixed forms cl a 
fox-deg« turnspit, and tmrier. 

Those of New Zealand, according to Foster, m 
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a loHg^-hiuied breed, resembling the sheep-dog ; they 
are of divers colours, variously spotted, entirely 
black, or wholly white. Their food is fish, and the 
remains of what the narives eat themj^lves; the 
mode of att^hing them is by the middle of the 
belly, not as we practise by the neck ; they are in 
. favour with that people, who nevertheless kill them 
for food, for their skins, or to make fringes to their 
dresses with the hair. These animals are stupid, 
having little mose ^agiftity than sheep. The same 
author declares the dogs of the South Sea Islands to 
have very large heads and small eyes, with pointed 
ears and short tufted tails. ^ 

• What has been stated regarding the variety of 
raoA x)f *the canine family to be met with in great 
islands and the shores of straits, we find confirmed 
in the western hemisphere, aBout the Magellanic 
Strait and the Fuegian Islands; for although the 
native dogs of America north of the equator have 
been already noticed, there remains stiU some ac- 
count to be given of those to the south of it. On 
the coasts, and wfierever Europeans have pene- 
trated, dogs introduced by them have multiplied, 
and the wild aborigines h^ve adopted them in pre- 
ference to their own. Those of European origin, 
carried to the west for the purposes of war, of 
^coursing, and of guarding cattle or plantations, 
were, it may be assumed, numerically few in pro- 
portion to the mongrels of all kinds which the 
, fancies of indivi^I adVarturers took in their xom> 
piuiy t and all, iippears, on the cemtinent, w^ 
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witli little no caxe allowed to breed at random ; 
hence in Paraguay, instanoe, a true greyhound, 
spaniel, or % buU-d^ is very me ; the dogs in 
g^eral fonn a mixed breed, assuming, however, 
chifracteis distinct brom l^e cur breeds of Europe, 
and emphatically deserving the name of mongrels ; 
larger in {Hoportion, more sagacious, more bold, 
with acuter senses, with more personal enterprise, 
but also with less attachment to mankind, and al- 
most entirely destitute of tducition. Hience, in a 
climate where they find food sufficiently abundant, 
and they suffer no rigour of cold, we cannot wonder 
there should be feral dogs in numbers ; nevertheless, 
the nations of the interior are still in part attended 
by the same species as we have already 'describe 
under the name of Aguara dogs, and .towards tho 
farthest south, wh&e the resources of life are mucli 
fewer. The resident Fuegian and Nomad P^ago- 
mans value dogs beyond measure, being only scan- 
tily possessed of an4ndigenous breed, but from all 
appearances having among them several mixed races, 
acquired no doubt by means of the annual migra- 
tions of the riding &bes towards th§ Pampas, and 
by shipwrecks on the coast.* Such at least, it would 
appear, are the inferences to be drawn from the let- 
ters on the subject Gaptrin Fitzroy favoured us 
with. We will heie subjoin an abstract of thei|; 
contents, as much as possible in his own w^rds. 

The dog of Pstag<mia is stoong, about the size 
of a large fox-hound ; his coat is usually shiort but 
wiry, though'in some instances it is soft and long 
like^ that of *a Newfoundland dog ; indeed I should 
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say, m gene^ terms, tliat the dogs seen by ns in 
the BOilthem part of Patagonia resembled lurchers 
or shepherds’ do^,* with a wild wolfish appearance, 
not at all prex^osseesing ; one of this kind 1 obtained 
near the Otway water; his habits were saVage 
rather than domestic. These dogs hunt by sight, 
and do not then give tongue ; but they growl and 
bark loudly when attacked or attacking. Their 
colour is usually dark and nearly uniform, 'jotted 
dogs being rare. The nogs of the Fuegian Indians, 
who have no horses but move about in canoes, are 
much smaller than those of Patagonia or the eastern 
part of Tierra del Fuego ; they resemblff terriers, or 
rather a feixtmre of fox, shepherd's dog, and terrier. 
^11 that'l examined had black roofs to their mouths, 
but tliere was much variety in the colours and de- 
grees of coarseness of their coat|. Not one dog, out 
of the number which were brought to England, 
could easily be prevented from indulging in the 
most indiscriminate attacks upon poultry, young 
pigs, &c. Many Fuegian dogs are spotted, and not 
a few have fine short hair, but resemble a fox 
about the head, idthough there are among them 
many varieties of size ai^ colour, as well as of form, 
and hairy coat. One brought from Tierra del Fuego 
was vdiite, with one black spot, and very hand- 
^soilie ; his size was about that of a terrier, his coat 
short but fine, and his ears exti^diy delicate and 
long, although erect ; this is the case with all the 
other breeds likewise, their muzzle also is }ong, and 
they have the^ tail rough and drooping ; they keep 
most vigilant watch, lind bark furiously at a stran- 



SOUTH AMERICAN DOGS. , 215 

ger ; ^th them the natives guard their habitations, 
hunt otters, and catoh sleeping or wounded b^ds. 
As they are never or seldom fed, they provide for 
themselves at low water, by cunningly detaching 
liiapets ,from the rocks, or breaking. muscle*sho11s 
and eating the fish« 

In the eastern portion of Tierra del Fuego, where 
the natives have neither horses nor canoes, the dog 
is invaluable; no temptation would induce some 
Indians, seen near the Strait of Le Maire, to part 
with a fine dog of the size of a large setter, which 
had, except about the head, an appearance like that 
of a lion.; behind the shoulders it was quite smooth 
and shoTt>%aired^ hut from the shoulders HTorward it 
had thick rough hair of a dark grey colour, lighter 
heneatli, and white on the belly and breast ; the 
ears were short but pointed, the tail smooth and 
tapering, the fore quarters were very strong, but 
the hinder appeared weaker. It had a wolfish 
appearance aWt the head, and looked extremely 
savage. 

^ None of the dogs in the southern part of South 
America are mute f there are none in a wild state, 
and there is a scarcity rather than an abundance of 
those which live with the aboxiginal natives. In 
times of famine, so valuable are dogs to them, it is 
well ^ascertained that the oldest women of the trily 
are sacrificed to the cannibal appetites of their coun- 
trymen rather than destroy a single dog. ‘ 
s^y they, ‘ catch otters ; old women are good for 
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Oum urcanij Caxu]3. * 

If there be one ftrrm of domestic dogs more marked 
with the characters of a distinct origin than ahy 

* **lEd Vtcamd 9bbt» bestia et mtraciabQis me, cieteros 
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othSr, it is most certainly that which inohides mas* 
tifis and bull-dogs. The particidar arah of their 
skulls and stijicture of their lower jaws have already 
been noticed, and with animals so well known it is 
scascely necessary to dilate upon their massiTe form, 
powerful legs, strong neck, andsmscular back ; nor 
to advert to the frequency <of a fifth toe, truncated 
tail, and semi-pendulous small ears*t Torecalthem 
to the mind of the reader serves our purpose only 
that we may point out their corresponding charac- 
ters^ of taciturmty, phlegm, and sense ^ power, 
which disdains excitement, faces danger with the 
coolest resolution, and show that they stand in 
some measure isolated from the whole family in all 
these particulars, and still more in their indifference 
to form cross breeds with other races. AUhbugh 
the mastiff race is fi)und at a remote period spread 
asunder at a vast distance, it never was any where 
very abundant, and though nowhere in a wild state, 
it is, as a domestic animal, more an independent as- 
sociate than a servant. When we look fi>r fhe ori- 
ginal type, and assume’' that we must search for it 
in the localities whefe the race is mpst numerous, 
and in the fullest perfection of form, we find that a 

oanes ferooi noBtros crudelitate tniperaiiB, vd agpectus torvitate 
tenibUis, in pugna aoria et Teheinesis, taniaqnc mordacltate, ut 
oitiua diaoeipat, quam disaolTas, nec lupum nco taumm uraem ^ 
aut leonfon refotmidat,^ &o. Caius. Haying i^own the Mo- 
loafdan doga not to be SiastifiiB, tlie diatinotive name flrat given ' 
by Cainaia'bera'Teatored. 

t In Fiindesiok Cnvi^'a works, and in the Penny Cyelo^ 
|)ffidia, the atidotimi of the aktdl ia folly deacribed, under the 
word Do0, • 
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iDOTiD^iiiiim or a cold region is best suited to its 
notuzey aat that the highest ranges of Central Aaa, 
and 13b» iBland of Creat Britain, arethf most gaiial ; 
yet ia ftraa, in roundness of the ears, the thick 
xiedic and dtort muasle, the zone of the earth 'vv^idbi 
includes both these regions contains no similar wild 
creatoxe : we are thereibre obliged to seardi for it in 
A£ica, and there we find the X^eaon; who alone 
of aU the canines possesses sereral of the most pro- 
minent charactorislics of the mastiff. In this spe- 
cies are perceived ears which, th^gh erect, 
rounded tips, a muzzle, jaws and dentition, not 
unlike the mastifis, a powerful neck, and in the 
lively a combination of yellow. and black marks 
Upon a tvhite suifince, which is still very similar in 
the broad-mouthed dogs that retain their ancient 
brindled coat; but the species* is distinguished by 
having only four toes on all the feet, and the legs 
are hi^ and slender, while in the mastiffs there is 
very genenJly a fifth toe on the hind, and always 
five oh the fore feet, and the limbs are massive ; 
they are not therefere Uf Ithe same origin, but we 
tbink them nearly allied. Thb Lycaon is Ihe Afri- 
can form of an osculating oong^or of a northern 
latitude, now absorbed in domesticity, or not yet 
discovered in a wild state. Yet though in associa- 
^ tion with man, contrary to all the oth^ species resid- 
ing in climates of so much severity, it still retains 
the characters which assimilate with thjs African, 
being possess^ a short hut shaggy fiir, and no- 
where assuming that of the long aud dense covering 
which belongs to the wolf-like dogs. * 
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In the last {»aragraph of iesonption of 
^hr^mu ictflax^ we hare tKKdced a caning which 
might be the i^resentatire^ the csi^al bnH^og, 
and as the animal is very little known in India, and 
wheif seen was^ more towards the west,* it may be 
that the real and full sized type is still to be sought 
in the mountains of the Oaufirs and the Douraunee 
t^ritoiy :%or the present mastifis of Tibet are clearly 
the same as the dogs of theaneient Indi and Ser^ and 
nearly the same |st^se of Hyrcibia# The absurdi- 
ties ^tearding the Cynoc^al% the Cpnomolgi^ and 
the imrdai of Ctezias, &c., were lately explained 
into inteliigihle, and not improbable relations, by 
a Sanscrit scholar* of eminence; and they ^ow 
undeniably, that long before the eia of Alexander's 
nuirch the Indus, the mountain nations to the 
north of it were in* possession of a race of dogs 
luainly instrumental in their well^'being. l^rom 
some authors, we leam that the Macedonian con- 
querors received presents of dogs of huge size and 
prodigious powers, which, smce we are acquainted 
with the mastiffs of Tibet, leave no doubt respecting 
the race they were of: but, from other sources, 
there is evidence that the fierbest dogs of the north- 
east were considered to be <xo8s breeds with a tiger, 
or spotted animal, of considerable size and strength. 
Aiqiong these Nearchus is quoted to have remarked, 
that the species in question, were pied, or 

* Wjlsoiu Indicft of Ctezist, whore the woDders of that 
^ author, of Megaethenes, and thcor oopyera, are aatifi&ctonly 
reviewed, or eomroeuttd on with equal acuteoeaa and learning. 
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varied in colour, and larger than other canines, but 
not reli tigers : thus there was a Thm difFeret^ 
from the already descri]>ed group, and evidently a 
large wild dog. Oppian likewise remarks Thoax to 
be like wolves in form, but like panthers in colours : 
here then we find a spotted or brindled animal of 
the canine family in Asia, not of the true 
which we have seen are only speckled, iftr yet the 
, LyUx, so strangely confounded with the Canidce by 
earlier writen. We have before shown the mastiff 
form became , distinctly known to the Greek only 
about the period of the Macedonian conque^ and 
that the classic writers of the Roman Empire then 
first enter into particulars concerning it : such is the 
description of Oppian*s war-dogs, who attack the 
Urns, and prostrate the wild hoars of tlm forest, 
not even fearing their king, "the lion,* Tie dis- 
tinctly mentions the fiery light brown eyes, the 
truncated muzzle, loose folded skin above the brows, 
broad backs, great stature, and muscular legs of 

* Aristotle, from the information of bis conespondents in 
AlesanderV army, dther applied^ or inrented tbe name of 
Leontomyx for tbe Tibetan fs Indian race, and, perhaps with 
some nationality regaj!dfid the Arcadian ’breed of Greece as 
belonging to that form of dogs ; but Nicander of Colophon, 
with right Hellenic feelings, made the mastiff of India a pro^ 
geny of Aoteoon's dogs, who, after eating their masta, expa- 
triated themselves, swimming the Bosphorus, the Euphrates, 
the Tigris, and the Indus, to colonize the for East. Oaslius, 
however, makes the Arcadian dogs, Cypseli, with ^marbled 
* ars, and the same as the Apodso, a kind of fleet greyhounds, 

« vrtainly not likely to, be flpm a cross breed with lions. 
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these* aoimalsy and draws a complete portrait of a 
modem mastiff of T^hich, in his tirne^ seems 
*to hare been^ found in Hircania; although it is 
probable that, as at present, the huge mastiff was 
the ssie , breed, and the bull-dog the ingre common 
below the mountains. A few centuries later, we 
find them agmn nptioed hy Harco Polo, who de- 
scribes these dogs as little less than aSses in size ; 
an account not exaggerated, when we recal to mind 
the enormous cross breed of Epii^s already men- 
tioned. The high mountain breed of Asia is, we 
hear^in general black, or very dark in fur^ with 
only a few tan-coloured marks about the face and 
limbs. A Ace of dogs allied to the bull breed was 
anciently ochre-coloured, with a dark muzzle, such 
as the British mastiffs are mostly at present ; but 
in fonder times, when the bull-dog was a larger 
animal than now, and the mastiff more frequent in 
Great Britain, as well as through the uorfhem 
parts of Europe, they were almost invariably, yel- 
lowish with black brindles, and more or less white 
about the throat, belly, and inside of the limbs. 
'VYhite and black species would naturally occur, from 
the tendency to these colours existing in most car- 
nivora, and indeed in nearly all mammalia. 

The mastiff^ is often reckoned an indigenous 

* We have pointed out the probability that this word is a.* 
mere mutation of the Freiioh Matin, Old writeis Latinized 
the Mastiff into ‘fifastimxs, and more rarely into Mastivus. Mr. 
Pennant, however, iq>qn the anthonty of Manwood (Forest 
Laws), mentions thp^word because it fitj^tened 
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variety of .Gr^ Britain, eiqkkrted from frteijce to 
continental Europe, Imt from what is before stated 
we believe that it was imported by the Gimbric* 
Celtm of the north-east of England ; in &ct, it io 
still in that part of the kingdom the race is^ost 
commonly found, and the name is not Celtic of the 
western dialects of either Britain or Ireland. It 
may be said that it is not Teutonic or Gothic, 
though we might answer that the French menAn 
does not belong yo that language, but is a word of 
Frankish origmj distorted and misaj^plied in modem 
France. As this species is known to exist in High 
Asia, an^ extends in its full vigour through South 
and Eastern Tartaiy, it is more likely from thence 
that we have obtained it, than that it is an original 
cross between the bullHiog and tlie< great Dane, or 
the slow-hound. Yet a Tace,«either mastiff, bull*- 
dog, «or both, was certainly existing in Britain be- 
fore arrival of the Romany who valued theix 
courage so highly, that they were rnudi sought for- 
te exhibit in the combats of the amphitheatre ; and 
at length a Boman officer was charged with the 

o 

away thieves, ^ithont fbitber intendiag to explain the finrt 
word masse (to astonish), we may observe, that iksfi is indeed 
thie( hut also a bitch ; aoh, in connexion with the Oriental 
dialsets, a dadc, a fEsrooiona dog or wolf That the mastiff 
was known to the Lombards, and poe^bly once deiiied, is .suf- 
^ ficiently evident from the respect attached to the names dog 
kod mastiff in the very ancient fhmily dc la Soala $ among the 
eadiest chiefs of iliat honse, Cane and Mastino da la Scala 
occur very repeatedly* 
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caie*of breeding these animals on the spot, in ^ 
(^er to forward a proper number to the capital. 

Although, |tom the size of the head, the cerebral 
part'of the cranium appears to *be ample, so much 
of the space is made up of the powerfid muscles of 
the jaws and temples, that in reality the brain is 
much confined, and the animals themselves are far 
below the spaniel, and other varieties, in intelli- 
gence and sagacity, and their confidence in the 
arms and vigour they possess makes them disregard 
the resources of* cunning; hence they are sedate, 
little irascible; when provoked, they attack in 
firont, without much precauti<m, with little or no 
menacing barking, and often with' the desire of* 
conquest only, refusing to bite a prostrate foe. 
They have the instinct of property, being excellent 
guardians of i^ruis %nd house-yards, and have a 
strong, but not obtrusive attachment to their mas- 
ters. The acute smise of smelling is not imparted ■ 
to them, but they have it often in a degree fiir su- 
perior to what is the common opinion. 

Thb Mastiff (C. urcanus).— Although Gre^ Bri- 
tain was celebrated hi remote ages for her noble 
breed of dogs, the typical mastiff is more likely to 
be the dog of Tibet than any of the West, because * 
in that breed we find the traits described l^y Oppian 
still fiiliy retained. , 



THE mastiff of TIBET, 

PLATE XIX. 

Ib laiger than the BbgKsh, with a thick head, ele- 
vated occiput, veiy pendulous lips, the skin from 
the eyebrows forming a fold towards the outer edge 
of 'the eyes, and toding in the jo^l; the ears are 
round and drooping ; the neck remarkably full ; th^ 
back slightly arched; the tail, turned over the 
back, is well fringed, and, together wjth the very 
• rugged hair of the body, deep black, with the sides 
somewhat clouded ; over the eyes, about the muzsde 
and the limbs, there is some tawny. There is a 
beautiful wood-engraving of this noble dog, accom- 
poni^ by an interesting description, in the Oar- 
‘ dens and Menagerie of &e Zoological Society, by 
Mr, Beunet.” In that writer s account are pointed 
out seyeral inferior breeds of this raee existing in 
other parts of the Himalaya Mountains ; and Mr. 
Hodgson adujits, that at Katmandoo the dogs of 
this splendid breed do not prosper. 

The En^i«h,Maxdff , — This breed, now somewhat 
crossed by stag and blood-hounds, is little inferior 
in stature and strength to the former, and in aspect 
is considerably more elegSant and majestic. The co- 
^ loiir is usually deeper or lighter buff, 'with dark 
muzde and ears. One, riie property of the 43d 
regiment, measuring twenty-nine and a half inches 



* THE ENGLISH MXsnFF. 225 

in hliglit at the i^onlder, had killed his brother in 
combat, but was perfectly gentle, acknowledging 
. the caresses of strangers by a slight wagging of the 
but with a grarcy and somewhat mournful look. 
Ciiino^ Whitaker, and others, relate the .exuberant 
usurper zeal of Heniy VII. for the prerogative of 
Boyalty, when he ordered a mastiff' to be hanged, 
because the animal had dared to ^^ige singly with 
his lord and sovereign the lion; And there is a 
story related of anoth^ in the reign of Elizabeth, 
when Lord BuckUbrst was Ambassador at the Court 
of Charles IX., ^who, alone and unassisted, succes- 
sively engaged a bear, a leopard, and a lion, and 
pulled them all down. 

The care these dogs take in watching well 
known, and the cool attention they have evinced in 
walking by the side of a nightly thief, forbidding 
his laying hands upon any article, yet abstaining 
from doing him bodily harm, and suffering *his 
escape over the walls, is sufficiently attested. The 
stoiy of a mas^ff who, long molested by a playful 
cur, at last rose, took him up and dropped him in 
* the heighbouring water, is universally known ; and 
we may add another, told of Ohickexf (the dog of 
the 43d), who, passing up Union Street, at Ply- 
mouth, was beset by a whole troop of curs, till they 
quite impeded his sober walk, . suffidently to excite 
his resentment, ai^ accordingly be lifted one of his 
, hind lega^ and astonished them all* The mastiffs 
of the Gmtinezit are generally white, with very 
l^e clouds of blagk or of reddish ; two which had 

VOL. II. » p 
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belonged to the Elector of Saxony, King of P Aand, 
we measured, and found to be thirty inches at the 
shoulder. The ancient Englbh breed was, however, 
brindled ydlow and black, 

TAe Cuba Mastiff . — ^The fine pair of this b?<eed in 
the Zoologicd Gardens have made the public well 
acquainted with their aspect. We were informed 
in the West Indies, by Spanish cattle-dealers on 
the south side of the island, who pay great atten- 
tion to preserrq them,* that they were introduced 
from England in the time of Philip II. They 
are," in the words of Mr. Bennet, larger than our 
common bull-dogs, and smaller than the mastiff, 
well made, and rather stout in their proportions ; 
model^tely high on the legs ; muscular and power- 
ful; their muzzle is short, ' broad, and abruptly 
truncate, with soihewhat of rn upward curve ; the 
head broad and flat, and the lips elongated, and so 
deeply pendulous as to overlap the margins of the 
lower jaw ; the ears, which are of a middling size, 
are also partly pendulous, but not to such an extent 
as to be ^flat upon the sides of the head ; the tail is 
rather short, cylindrical, and turned upwards and 
forwards towards the tip " Those we hare seen were 
of a rusty wolf-colour, with face, lips, and legs 
black, llie common Spanish cattle-dog of Ame- 
rica is evidently crossed with this breed. 

* They wM first at a Monastery in the ancient capi- 
tal, Si Jago, aocording to the aeomintB reoeived from a priest 
by ohr infiormaat. * 
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THE BULL-DOa 
Canit Anglicta^ 

PLATE XX. 

It may be doubted whether there were in Britain 
two races of broad-mouthed dogs during the Boman 
era ; it seems to there was but1>ne, and in that 
case the bull-dog Was the animal in question. One, 
indeed, far superior in size to the present breeds, 
little inferior to die mastiff, and probably very like 
the Cuba race before mentioned, but with ijie pe- 
culiar^ features of the bull form more strongly 
marked; “the distorted blear eyes,. cheeks and 
lips sordid and hanging loose, looking like mon- 
sters, and the more repulsive in aspect the better in 
qualities.* 

The celebrated verses of Gtatius Faliscus have 
becu so often repeated, that we point out only the 
^last lines, to remark how superior the British bull- 
dog was in courage to^e Molossian of jGhreece, also 
how inferior in size, 

^ HfBC mm est catiilis jactuia Biitaimis. 

Ad magnum cum venit promendaque virtus, 

£t vocat extnano pneceps ^isciimine maTon 
Nod t|ino egregios tantum adinirere Molossos. 

* Joauea Uliaius. OcciMa ita lijypia et detortia, tabris et 
inalia adco sordidis et pend dcotibus apparent ; ut advenes 
mera’ monstia tideantur : at quanto ^efcnniioreB eo fere me* 
tioras ostimantur.* 
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Nor is there in any of the classics ascribed td^ther 
dogs the habitual distinction of pulling down a bul4 
noticed by Olaudian. 

Magnaque taurormii fiaottme colla Biitanna}. 

In ttta. 3. 

Recent ^experiments have confirmed the result of 
those instituted in the reign of James I. ; and al- 
though our dogs are now of a smaller breeds four 
have still proved more than a match for a caged 
lion. * ^ 

The bull-dog is possessed of less sagacity and less 
attachment than any of the hound tribe; he is there- 
fore less favoured, and more rarely b^ed with care, 
excepting by professed amateurs of sports and feel- 
ings little creditable to humanity. In stature the 
present race is of moderate size, but entirely 
moulded for strength and elasticity; the head is 
lar^e^ the forehead sinks between the eyes, and 
the line of the nose rises again at a considerable 
angle; the lower jaw projects beyond the upper, 
often showing the teeth, which altogether, with the 
frequent redness about the eyelids, produces a most 
forbidding aspect ; the ears hre partially drooping, 
unless the terrier blood is crossed in the animal ; 
and the tml is carried hi^. The present breed is 
commonly ochry or reddish hiifP, with the nose and 
chops alone black. Formerly when the brindled 
breed, always preferred on the Continent, was ex- 
ported for strmigthening the wolf and boar packs of 
hounds, the ears were ulways cropped ; and 'We 
have seen leaihenv armour, consisting of a breast- 
piece and cap, with holes for the* eyes, made of 
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studd^ leather, which ^ere used, along with a 
spiked collar, for some yaluable dogs to engage the 
boar or wolf, and protected them effectually; in- 
deed such a defence, where the breed was scarce, 
may Ifave been necessary, from the unceremonious 
mode of attacking and indomitable pertinacity the 
dogs evince when once excited; never letting go 
the hold they have, even if mutilated, as if there 
was soma spasm in the jawa to prevent their un- 
locking. The bull-dog differs front all others, even 
from l^e mastiff, in giving no. warning of his attack 
by barking ; he grapples his opponent without in 
the least estimating their comparative weight or 
powers. We have seen one pinning an American 
bison and holding his nose down, till the animal 
gradually brought forward its hind feet, and, crush- 
ing the dog to deatl^ tore his muzzle out of the 
fangs, most dreadfully mangled. We have known 
another hallooed on to atta^^k a disabled eagle ; *the 
bird, unable to escape, threw himself on the back, 
and, as the dog sprang at his throat, struck him 
with bis claws, one of which penetrating the skuU^ 
killed him instantly, %nd caused the butcher, his 
master, the loss of a valued animal, and one hun- 
dred dollars in the wager. We may safely reject 
the accounts of the mastiff or buU-^dog engaging 
with success such a huge and wary animal as the 
elephant, with the circumstances described by clas- 
incal writm«; a dog cannbt reach any tender part, 
and if it comes between his l^gs, the elephant has 
a mode of kickbg alternately with the four, in such 
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a manner, tiiat the s^ai^fint id inevitably tossed 
backwards and forwards till not a bone remsuns 
unbroken. r 

THE BULL-TERRIER, 

PLATE XVIL, 

Is a variety somewhat smaller, mere lively, and, if 
possible, still more ferocious than the common. In 
this the ears are ^always pointed, ^and the colour is 
very commonly white^ with some black abo^ the 
head. There exists a print of Pincher, a hound- 
terrier about four years old when it wp^ taken, the 
dog was considered the trustiest and fiercest of his 
kind; he had then fought thirty battles, all of 
which he won, killing five of his opponents. He 
was an unrivalled rat-catcherj^ and weighed thirty- 
two pounds ; his colour was white, with black about 
the head. 

The Puff Dog has much of the extemaj appear- 
ance of the hull-dog, but being timid, is fit only for 
a ladies pet. We have witnessed forbearance 4n 
one belon^pg to a lady, whose child bit the dog 
until he yelled, but never showed anger, or a dis- 
position to get away. The colour of pugs is usually 
yellowish with a black snout, and the tail is firmly 
eurUd over the hack. 

In the south-east of Arabia, we are informed 
there is a race of dogs allied to the mastiff by its 
great size and round'truncated muzzle, hut the lips 
do not overhang the lower jaw^ and the ears are 
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balf erect; the hair is smooth; on the head, neck, 
and back, liyer-coloured grey, or yello^nsh andhlack- 
tsh mixed, wit]^ darker spots scattered upon the sur- 
face ; the muzzle andx^ha^ black, and the inside of 
the lilEibs whitish. This appears to be the kind figured 
in the temples of Ceylon, whither the race may have 
been brought by Arabian navigators. 

, We may add in this place three or four known 
breeds of small dogs evidently the mongrel produce 
of several, and therefore not stiictly referrible to 
one more than another. These have, however, a 
round forehead, and therefore approaumate the bulk 
dog form, ^ch is 

The Roquet (Canis hybridus, known 

by k round head, short muzzle, large eyes* small 
pendulous ears, slender limbs, tail turned upwards 
and forwards. Colour often slaty or blackish^ with 
white about the limbs. 

The little Danish Dog (Canis variegatus, LxNit)-~ 
Veiy like the preceding, with the muzzle somewhat 
longer and finer, body more lengthened ; fur and 
colours similar to the above, and both not unfro- 
' quently white with* black spots, when they are 
called the Harlequin Dogs. * 

The Artois Mongrd (Canis fricator). — X French 
race ; muzzle v^ short, and flattened. It is the 
quottre vingts of tl^e French, and totally worthiest, 
though now very rare. \ 

The Alieafa Dog (Canis Andalusiss, DnsM.)— 
This has the muzzle of the pug, with the fur of a 
water-spaniel, little ia known about this variety. 




SUB-GENUS III. VULPES. 

THE FOXES. 

tt 

In whatsoever form we arrange the Canidae^ oscu- 
lating species will aJways he found somewhere at a 
distance fixim each other, because either the quarter 
of globe interposes, or the individuals in the 
series approximate others at a distance from the 
direct succestion. Thus our Chrysoctfon should be 
placed immediately after Lupus; Buskym^ in the 
new continent, and Cyndopex in ^tiie old, pass into 
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VulpeSf But although the last group of true dogs 
having short Indicated mouths approximates £y- 
cam^ Baron Cuvier judiciously placed the foxes 
between them* because Ihe latter, noiwithstan^g 
that^they constitute the nocturnal sectipn of canine 
animals, are, in other respects, more nearly allied 
to true dogs than the former, which assume the as- 
pect of hy ssnas. 

The foxes may in general be distinguii^ed from 
^diumal CanidoB by a lower statur^ in proportion to 
their length, by*an invariably sharp anterior head, 
an apparent shorter neck, slender limbs, and a tail 
reaching to the ground, or even longer, always well 
furnished irith long hairs in the form of a cylindri- 
cal brush : they are further distinguished bj*a finer, 
denser, and more glossy fur, and a gland the base ^ 
of the tail emitting ^ore or less odour; by a pro- 
pensity to buiTOw ; nocturnal life ; and, above all, 
by the pupils of the eyes, when turned towards a 
strong light, contracting verticalljf^ like the section 
of a lens, and not circularly as in diumd dogs. No 
true foxes are found to the south of the equator. • . 
• In manners tbey|iTe imsociable, not capable of 
true domesticity; shy, cautious, exc^dingly cun- 
ning and patient, cleanly, retired, and apt to sacri- 
fice their own limbs when caught by one in a trap : 
their senses are acute, those of smell and hearing 
in particular ; their members are exceedingly pliant, • 
the tail flexible, so'^tbat they can roll it round the 
nose. While young' they are full of vivacity and 
, playfulness ; their resources of instinct to escape 
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detection or an enemy are numerous, neTer trodtiiig 
to their courage uniijl they are exhausted, ahd then 
defending themselves to the last gasp against dogs, 
but^somefimes deceiving mankind (»y simulating 
death ; depositing their prey under ground and in 
different places, and consistent in character, not 
attacking poultry under any cucumstances ^hile 
kept chained. They cannot be b^bituate^ to do- 
mesticity; always meditating escape, and when 
freedom is hopelei^ they die of ennui. 

There are instances of hybrid ^imals between , 
the dog and fox, hut these are sterile; and the 
ancients, who believed the Laconian race of dogs 
to have began in crossing the two species, have 
dearly Inistaken for a fhx some other canine more 
^nearly allied to the dog. 

Foxes feed on small game, leverets, rabbits, moor- 
fowl, pai-tridges, pheasants, poultry, eggs, moles, rats, 
field-mice, cheese, ihiit, and particularly ripe grapes : 
also fish, oysters, fimpets, carrion, &c. are devoured 
by them, together with snakes, lizards, toads, beetles, 
wrsps, and bees. The species best observed do not 
breed more than once in the year, and litter from 
four to six pups in the spring. Foxes grow to the 
second year, and live thirteen or fourteen. Next to 
the dog they have the greatest number of intonations 
of the voice, they yelp, bark smd scream with a 
'sound resembling that of a peacock; they ciy in 
hunting, and murmur when pleased ; they lie down 
twisted in a curve, sleep profoundly, and, when 
watching birds, stretch the hind Ifgs behind them. 



Tbe* burrOTnng i^eoies, when hunted, make a 
direct effort to regain the earthy and if this be 
stopped, they^make a circuit and then return to the 
same, or to a second outlet ; but when convinced 
theit home is closed up, they start off for some dis- 
tant cover with great velocity, leaving a strong 
scent. Hounds hunt them with singular pleasure, 
and, before they^can defeat the numerous wiles they 
have to encounter, are often tried to the utmost. In 
this respect, the English foxes appear to have edu- 
cated themselvel^ far above the continental, where, 
not being pursued in a similar manner, their sagacity 
and vigour of limb is less 'exerbised. Finally, they 
justly deserve admiration, for being singly often 
more than a match for all the sagacity of twenty 
or thirty dogs, and a number of other animals that' 
run after them. • 

The typical colour of foxes is fulvous, more or 
less grizzled with white or black. Albinism and^ 
melanism exerts among them their usual influences ; 
whole species or varieties acquire these colours with 
the season, with age, or possess one or the othe^in 
constancy : intermediate shades of grey and wholly 
grey, bluish and huff-grey occur. • 

They are found orex the surface of both conti- 
nent^ ipost abundantly in the uprth, and in the 
greatest varieties; and we have endeavoured to 
point out several Tropical and Austral aberrant 
groups or g^ecies rff day foxes, and of those animals 
who, with vulpine forms, appear to possess diur- 
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lud eyefi^ and are capable of some d 0 mesticit 7 *’asd 
traming.* 

All true foxes have so strict a resemblance be- 
tween them, that a satisfactory distinction of species 
is still imprsM^^ble. We intend to arrange them 
according to their apparent affinity in the two con- 
tinents, beginning with the northern, because, al- 
though they are not tjrpictd, they ipay nevertheless 
be considered as common to both the eastern and 
western hemispheres. 

The Arctic Fox (Yulpes lagopbs, Canis lago- 
pus, Linn. ; Isatis, Gmel.) — ^It is a question whe- 
ther the pFpils of the eyes in these animals be 
elliptical, like those of true foxes, or not.' Wanting 
better means of investigation, more attention is in 
generd bestowed upon tbe accessible characters of 
fur and form, and, gnided'by outward similarities, 
locations are determined upon, which further exa- 
mination would not justify ; but where the question 
must be decided by the form of the pupil, as in the 
present ca9e,4uid that form being difficult to observe, 
it ^ no wonder, when once the idea was received 
that the A^c animal was a fox^ that no further at- 
tention should 4be paid to the circumstance, even by 
those who possessed liring individuals. 'Yet, judg- 
ing from the form of the head, the rounded ejus, the 
barking voice, the confiding aspect, natural unsus- 
piciousneBS, and ready ffimiliarity evinced by this 
species, we Ik> far agree with Buffon that it is an 
intermediate between the dog and fox, very nearly 
» * See Dusicyon, and Megalotii. 
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aUi^ to our group of C^tudop^y and particularljr 
to C, turckun^ and that it may be ultimately re- 
ferred to the diurnal tribe of Canidm* 

The Arctib fox is smaller than the common, 
mealing only one fod; eleyen inches to the tail, 
which is twclye inches in length, and the height at 
the shoulder is about the same ; the head is short, 
but the muzzle being pointed, appears long; the 
feet and soles are thickly covered with fur, like 
those of a hare ; the tail densely dothed, and the 
back and aides dare likewise covSred with wool and 
liair above two inches in length. During winter 
the colour is pure white, whieb, as the summer 
approaches* gradually becomes browner, grey, or 
bluish, on the head and back, along the upper sur- 
face of the tail, and across the shoulders : in this 
condition, when the fur is likewise less dense and 
shorter, these animals have been called cross and 
pied foxes ; but as autumn returns, the whita hairs 
increase till they again acquire the winter dress. ' 
In Eussia they are more frequently bluish. A spe- 
cimen we copied at Munich was of a chocoj^te 
colour, hoary, with Jhe lower end of the tail darker ; 
a second, at Paris, in its long fur, is dirty yellowish 
mixed with whitish, and the tip of the tail black , 
a third, pure white, with the tail likewise black. 
All the above, we believe, were derived from Russia, 
but a, fourth, entirely white, came from America ^ 
the ears of the Aussian appeared somewhat laiger 
and more pointed than those of the American poltgr 
regions, emd the nose was more obtuse. These dif- 
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ferences, trifling though they be, may indicate a 
decided distinction of races, if not species ; for the 
terminal tip of the tail in foxes is not so indecisive 
or variable a character as is often asselted. 

Both the races of America and the old continent 
reside in open deserts adjoining the Frozen Ocean, 
scattered over Eastern Asia, Siberia, and Lapland, 
but more numerous on the coasts: they do not 
descend in Russia so far to the soSith as in Ame- 
rica, where they are found nearly to die 50th 
degree of latitude. Their young, are somewhat 
migratory, more social, sometimes gregarious, and 
more prolific than true foxes. Their burrows are in 
sand on the sea coast,, yeijr deep, provided with 
more than one uutlet, and furnished with dry moss. 
In these are littered the young cubs about the end 
of May, amounting in number from six to eight. 
Russian hunters declare, that SGfmetimes twenty or 
twmty-five cubs are found in one e^irth ; but if this 
be a fact, it would prove only that their social 
habits admit more than one family in the same re- . 
treat, and that, in that respect also, the Arctic fox 
approximates to dogs more than foxes. This is the 
more credible, osince it is knovni, that, like jackals, 
they form communities of twenty or thirty burrows 
together, which, under certain circumstances, may 
have their different outlets communicating with each 
4 pther. The Pedd Skins, for by that name they are 
known in Russia, are of inferior estimation. The 
flesh of the American is eaten, and, while young, 
is declared not unpalat^le. 
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Alth^ough they are witliout the distrast of foxes, 
there is ho want of sa^dty in their conduct. The 
notice of Captain Lyon, B.N., is sufficient proof of 
both ; and thSii dexterous industry when searching 
for &od, swimming from rock to rock to feed*ou 
birds' eggs, the young brood, or the parents, to 
catch fish or mollusca, is well known. We refer to 
the Fauna Borealis Americana of Dr. Richardson 
for a more d^taifed account of this species. 

The Sooty Fox (Vulpes fuliginosus, .Canis ful. of 
authors), is, by^many naiuralisi!^ considered as a 
mere variety of colour of the former, and it is pos- 
sible that Such a variety occurs in Amexica. But, 
in that case? we are not aware that travellers describe 
it as residing in the highest latitudes: they notice 
sooty foxes much more to the south. One brought 
from Norway we e^^amined at Amsterdam, and, if 
there be no mistake in the races of America this 
was certainly higher on the legs ; in bulk, inter- 
mediate between the Arctic and the ^jorway red 
fox, with rather large friangular ears, the frir on 
the body and tail of the ordinary length, and ^e 
colour wholly sooty Jblack, with dull brown about 
the nose, i^d on the flanks and legs* 
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THE COAL POX. 

t 

dhpex, „ ' 

t * 

CliarbdQnier of Burgundy? 

♦ 

PLATE XXL 

. • 

By naturalists, of^ate date, considerett as a mere 
variety* of colour, and confounded with the brant 
fox* Mr. Frederick Ouvier distinguished it solely 
by the fill on the back being famished with more 
long hairs tipped with black than are found in the 
common fox. Mr. Pennant makes similar remarks, 
and adds a black tip 1^ the tail, a character most 
sportsmen assert to be found in many English foxes. 
This assertion is not however quite correct | for, of 
the hundreds of foxes and skins examined by us, 
although there be many with the end^of the toil 
apparently black, we have not found one where 
there was not a white tip within the black ; although 
most foxes occainouaUy puU out the hairs, at the end 
•of the toil. Now, with regard to the coal fox, the 
tip of the tail is entirely of a sooty Uack. The ani- 
mal is in stature only equal to our smallest xacoof 
cur foxes; the forehead is narromr., and the back 
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and upper surface of the tail are not blaekened 1>y 
the tips of the longer hairs, hut of a chocolate-brown 
mixed with ^isly; the cheeks, shoulders, flanks 
and legs are huffish yellow ; the anterior part of the 
fore Ij^bs, and of the tarsi and feet, sooty ; the out- 
ride of the ears of the same colour, the inside, the 
region round the muzzle, chin, breast and b&ly, 
white mixed with ashy ; the cubs tue of a dirty 
fawn colour, seldom exceeding four in number. ^ The 
coal fox is more rimifl, and therefore less dangerous 
to poultry and flamers* stock. A is not fl)uhd in 
Britain, nor in the wesfof Europe, beyond, perhaps, 
the wooded and rocky hills of Daimhiny and Alsace, 
but is the |ur6dominant race of ndthem Switzerland 
and Bararia, and it may extend much further to 
the eastward. 

The Brmt Fox is«assumed to be the same spe- 
cies as the coal fox ; but Linnaeus, in the Faund 
StieckOf describes it as brighter fulyous than* the 
common, and with the end of the tail black. Dr. 
Shaw mixe^ the above with a Pehnsyiyanian speci- 
men we think totally distinct ; and it may be su^ 
^ected that the tips the tails were not accurately 
observed in either, or that the LinneSan Brmt is 
a fine variety of the Sooty, before described. 

The Nepal Pox (Vulpes Hodgsonii.) — ^This spe- 
cies, of which we do not know the dimensions, was 
first described By General Hardwicke : it is covered 
with a rather woolly’ fur ; above bluiob-grey ; the 
forehead,^ nape, and middle of the back, yellowish 
brown ; the end «of the tail black ; the chin and 

VOL ii. U 
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benefttk white. It liesideB in the moatiteins of 
Nepal ahd the hills of Northern India, and is 
probably allied to the former* Goal or Brant Eox. 

We now come to the foxes of the old conisnent, 
having the^tail tipped with wUte. 

The Common Fox (Yulpes vulgaris, Briss. ; 
CaSis Tulpes, LiNN.)-^Foxe8 %vith white tipped 
tails are found in the four quarters of the globe, 
but they do not extend to the south of the northeni 
hemii^here in dther: amoxi^ them the ccmmon 
red species appears to occupy th^ greatest geogra* 
phical surface, being found from ^pain to Norway, 
and from Great Britain as far as the eastern ex- 
tremity. of Euroj^laii Russia. It is sdid, likewise, 
to hafe been carried by sporting amateurs to the 
United States, .and to havb multiplied in the 
western heims^diere. But be must have been 
fastidious indeed who could not find sufficient 
vamty and quantity of indigenous foxes in the 
west, to import the British on purpose for hunt- 
ing : it is more likely that this report arose from 
s^ing the red and little foxes of the United 
States. Kalm, who first adverted to this qpinioti,*^ 
did not believe in it, although he might wdl pause 
before he decided that these races were not of ihe 
same species as the European. Another account, 
asamrtiiig their arrival on the ice in a sevm winter 
' about the period of the first Enropean settlements 

* Ses Mr. (haylB nrtloc in' LondOa^e Ma|[. ef* Nat. HM. 
V<d. I 
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In the derived from old tndiaits, and men* 
tioried by Bartraxn^ we premmie may felate ,to tlie 
red foxes of America, who, anterior to that period, 
may have exkte*^ more in the interior ; for if the 
presen^p of the European oommoa fon still dis- 
puted, how could Indians be proper judges whe- 
ther the red species were indigeuous or, foreign ; 
and as foi' thob being found in California, how 
could they have reached that still more remote 
ingion, sinno we are by no means certain that they 
■exist in the nortli-mst of Aria ? * 

The fox measures in length about two foet five 
^nehes, the tail one foot three* inches, and the 
hei^t at th^ shoulder and croufS, one foot two 
inches and one foot three inches^ Some rao& are 
smaller, and that of Norway longer, but not more 
elevated on the legs. » The plane of the nose and 
forehead arc even more rectilinear than that of the 
common greyhound ; the head is broad ; the snout 
shaip; the forehead flat; the eyes are placed 
obliquely ; the ears erect ; the body is well covered 
with hair; and the tail is cylindrical, forming 
brush wkb a somewhit pointed end. In colour, 
the for of the forehead, back, and tsal,. ovaries from 
yellowish red to paler j^llow, and tkere is olteri a 
considerable mixture of grbly white, and a^otha* 
times of blackish stipples, or black pomted hairs;' 
mixed with it; or ash colour is, still more ■ 

visible on ihe forehead, the rump, and bams; the 
lips, cheeks, and titroat am white, as wril as a 
line of the sanie on the inner surface of the legs ; 
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the bmiat and belly are pale grey ot whitieb ; the 
outside the. ears ^d the feet black ; and the tail 
tehhinates in a milk-white point, in some races 
preceded by a ring of black more or* less in breadth. 
The large^ breeds we have seen were destijjiute of 
the black ring, the middle sized, and usually the 
more grimed, were provided with it; and Mr. 
Pennant ascribes to the cur foxes of Wales a black 
tip altogether, althou^ we recollect formerly to 
have seen many specimens of a small rape in Kent 
and Dorset without this mark, t 

But in England, since foxes have been imported 
from the continent for sporting purposes, it has be- 
come impossible to ascertain the varfeties formerly 
noticb^d. The grisly black-ringed we believe to be 
from the west bf France, and &e reddish, without 
black, indigenous, or from tbp Flemish and German 
shores. ^ 

4[t is needless to enter more in detail on the man- 
ners of a species so well known, and therefore we 
proceed to allied species or varieties. 

The Nonmy C<mmm Fox is paler yellow, with 
a white tip to the tail, hav^g no black ring. The 
race, is largs, of very strong bone, and in shape so 
lengthened, that it might be called h turnspit 
fox. 

Tho Cro89-Fox of Europe (Vulpes crucigera), 
dc^scribed by Gesner, from a communication received 
by him in a Istter from George Fabricius, together 
with a figure. No mmition is made of the general 
colouis, Khicb, from the .conteM> i^pp^ to have 
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• THE BLACK foX. 

beeii*th(^e of the Swedi^ or Norway couimon fox, 
but 'a broad band of black passed from the nose 
over the headland back down to the end ot the tail, ' 
and was crossed by another over shoulders, . 
extending in a x^rro^rer line over the outside of the 
fore legs down to the toes. This variety is 'noticed 
likewise by Olaiu Magnus, and does not belong to 
Oormany, being; eonfined to the Scandinavian pe- 
ninsula. It is a different species from that of 
America. 

The Roman ^Fox (Vulpes mdanogaster, Bona- 
parte.) — We think this to be a distinct species, 
both from its fbrm and coloufs. .The animal is of 
the larger nze of foxes, the nose pretty full and the 
limbs high. The nose, forehead, nape, bac£, shoul- 
ders, after edge of the fore legs, and base of the tail, 
yellowish fulvous; •the inside of the cars, cheeks, 
lips, chin, a streak in front of the fore legs, antc- 
terior part of the thigh and> groin, white ; the back 
of the ears, throat, breast, belly, the inside of the 
thighs, and the whole of the legs, black ; a collar 
of brown passes under the throat from behind ^ch 

* ear,; and the tail, grisly at the ba^, becomes gra- 
dually white, ending^ in . that ocdotr at; ihe tip, 
having jiist above it on0 broa^ black ring, and ten 
others of the same colour, broadest oh the inferior 
surfiice, and gradually obliteratixig on the i^perior 
as i^ey ascend toward the root. This species is 
found in the vicinity of Rome, and Was first noticed 
by the Prince of Husignano. 

The Blade variety of Northern Asia 
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is i*q[)^rt^ to ]>e^ grieiiter me than the American 
.^silveiHfex, with latget eaxs, and enrirel^of A velvet- 
black) without silvery hairs ou the forehead, or 
sides, Bnt with the tip ef the tail white. A single 
^ skin of this animal, when in perfect fur, is vdued 
at.^ four hundred ruldes, an aobeunt of its beauty 
arid rarity; the species being extremely suM3e and 
rare in Kamschatka, whence the^fars are mostly 
transported into the Chinese dominions. . 

Tj^ Himalaya Fox (Vulpes Himalaicus; V. 
Nepalensis? Vi. iiMntainus, Perrv*?) described by 
Mr. Ogilby in Mr. Royle’s Flora Himalaita^ is a 
species nearly rilliedd^o the oommon fox, but supe- 
rior in rim airiL the briiltancyof its boleuxs. It 
measur)to two feet six inches in length, and the tail 
one foot six inches ; ihe ears are fbur inches long ; 
the -height at the shoulder one foot four , indies. 
Like the ccnnmon, the ears are black on the outside, 
and tiie anterim part of the legs is 6f the same co- 
lour. The fur is. long, dense, and fine, lying smooth 
in any direction, over a Uuish or brownish ixnder- 
wool, each hair having a yellowish white ring and 
a bright bay tip, producing on«the upper suifisce of * 
the head, the^neok, and back, a full and brilliant 
red ; the rides of the neck, the throat,* ribs and 
fiai^ are, pure white, changing to a light smoky 
blue on the last menrioned parts; the lips and 
thighs are sightly hoaiy, and the Vhole under sur- 
iacels rincky hrown^ tiri hmrii is large, and full- 
coloured like the back, with a white tip. It is 
found but rai^ in Nepal, but ifoie oommon in 
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toios, virWite tbo EoropeanB csXl it the Qill Fok.. . 

Th Indim F(m is natioed by Dn Daniel John- 
900 , aiid des&ibed by him as being grey; a 
black brush and a. white tip. He itmarks," 
tb^ Ik runs swiftly when caniaed by greyhottiids, 
iTM-kyng diredfy for the zkearest eart^ which, ^e- 
ing generally three or four within a oeupte of mifos, 
it 90(m reaches,* and esoj^pes. Ihe species is not 
above half the size of an Foglish foa, and so exces- 
sively Sj^lo, that the natives ^ve a saying, that 
this animal can turn nine times within the ^ace of 
its own length. In the Jounal of Biifoop Heber, 
an Indian fox is maitioned feeding chiefly on field 
mice and white ants, with a tail Bke a squhreL It 
is unquesfionabiy a CyncUopex;, dready described, 
most likely the Cofsoc. 


THE 8VMAN FOE. 

ffOB. 

Shsal of the Hebretrs!* 

PLATE XXL* 

Wb' tiiink this genuine fox has bem confounded 
tritblhenejc^ E|[yp(iaa epeoies, 4^ng)iitdoas 
not jeem to befound tbevall^ ^ tl^e Eiie, bat 
to extend firam Paleetme eastward, intp Sautbeia 
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Persia. It is the size an English ear-fox,«aad 
is similarly formed, but the ears are conaideiably 
wider and longer. The for is 0€hry<*TufoiXB, mort 
rod on. the nose, cheeks, forehead, and legs; round « 
the eyes there is a pale buff space; this colooibex-' 
tends on the* upper arms and the anterior edge of 
the thighs ; the region of the vibrisss, the. inside 
of the ears, and the throat, and inside of the thighs, 
are white, as is idso the tip of the {ail, with a faint 
blackish ring above it ; the back of the oars like- 
wise is sooty, witii the anterior edge ■bright fab 
vous. 

This is, we are assured, the only fox of Pales- 
tine, where it does much mischief to theVin^ards ; 
and, aoeording to the opinion of a friend, it is 
found to the northward in the vallies of Asia 
Minor. 


THE EGYPTIAN FOX? 

F. NiloHeus; Oanit Oboffroy. 

Sabon of the Aiaibe. 

PLATE XXL* 

Africa possesses, we believe, only this fox, winch 
already assufikes, id the ^larged ears, slightly 
furred soles, mi slender sf^ctuie, so mwy of the' 
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chaiacteristics d the Cynahpex and Fek>nec9y tiiat 
we doubt the propriety of placing it here. It is in 
length two feet one inch) the tail one foot six lines, 
the ears are^tbree inches, and j^e statnre at the 
shoulder is one foot one and a half inches. Though 
high on the legs, and slender Of body, it resembles 
the eommon fox. The fur is reddii^ on the head, 
neck, and back, and the rides have tiie hairs tipped 
with yellow; ilie feet arid tail foxy ted, wM#a 
black ring, and the tip white ; the lips and under 
jaw of the samO colour; and throat, breast, 
and belly, cinereous grey. 

This animal burrows, hunts dnrds, ooleoptera, 
and other tnsecta, and abounds in Ambukol and in 
Upper Bgypt. • 


THE FOXES OF AMEEICA. 

These animals iutlhe new continent are likewise 
conhned to the north side of the #q^uator, all the 
other osculating species being crepuscular, not noc- 
turnal ; that is, hunting "in the dusk, or during 
moonlight, but not in dark nights, the pupils of 
their eyes ta^!ig the elliptical form with more diffi- 
culty and lesfiT perfectly, whifo the genme fpxos 
effect it in a momefit, and prowl in the dark^ 
localities and j^riods ^hoiit hesitation. Of t&e 



TERS RBD FOX. 


250 

Arotio i|>ecies nientioii Is made in the pmeeding 
pages, l>elieviiDg thai it is the same species in bodi 
eonthieats, thoi]^ separated by slight distinctions. 

The fifst that appears to be really distinct is 

Tis Bed Fea (Tnlpes ftdvoiia)— The Tiigisdan 
Pox Pallid do Beauvoit This specie^ wasf3r- 
merlycon^unded with the common fox of Burope, 
hvA is now determined to Jbe distinct. It measures 
titb feet three and a half inches in Wgth, iSud the 
tail one loot lour inches. The upper surface of the 
body is red^fulvont, with wiouB dbades ; the mus- 
sde dBik Tufcnia; forehead and cheeics pale ; edge of 
the lips white; inside of the ears yellowish white, 
the outside biack; back and sides of- the neck, 
shoulders, and fore legs, bright rufous f (m the 
back are some waves of whitish, because the longer 
hair is fulvous at the base and a^t the point, with a 
white spa^ in the middle ; the chest is grey, and 
the inside of the thighs white; anterior line of the 
fore Ic^ deep black, down to the toes, which are 
fulvoud ; the hind legs mfous above, and whitish 
on the inside, as low as the feet ; the tail is mixed 
fulvous and black, with a white^tip. 

In the skull, of this species there is a msjrked 
difTei^ee from that of othex foxes, the latter having 
laieini crests, serving to attach the chrotaphite 
musdes, in the shape of an angle, but slightly 
pKArngbi before they unite on the fixuital suture,* 
whSle, in die foi!miri these crests nm parallel, at 
more than an tmdi distance, and unite only at the 
occipital cfM. 



THE CROaa-PO^ AMEllXOiL. SU 

The ftif of this ammalis little isfexior meli^fazioe 
to tW of the fox of the HimalaTaa, but for himt- 
iug it affords little sport, numiiig smiSHtf a short 
distaoee onl^^ aod is then easily ovMaken by 4ogs 
and horsemen. In propensities to lob the fanni^ 
they yield nothing to the most iinschievniia foxes of 
Europe, and they are more oantions in ihar 
proceedings. The red fox mhabits a greet sorfiice 
of Amerioa, bdl^ found in the wooded districts of 
the fiir countries in the north, and there acqairing 
fur under the^eet (luring the winder seaBon, and 
growing to a laiger sire than in the south, in which 
direction they are found as fai;as the Cj|r<^li»as. 


THfi .CROSS-FOK OF AMSatlOA. 
V, deeastaba. 


PLATE XXIL 

I>R. Richaruson and Mr. Bonnet are nf reunion 
that this race is only a Tariety the xed fox, and 
until a comparison of their skulls shall have deter- 
mined the (pifistion, wq aro indined to comcide .in 
the opinion ; remarking, however, that, as so, esi" 
lightened an observer as the Doctor fhwd his 
conclusions in the north, we had opporttmity tQ 
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make numerous compaiiscmsof skins in tho^Atlaatic 
States of America, and ilien came to the conclu- 
sion, that the constant yariations in the colours of 
cross-foxes passed gradually into the grey, and 
even offered in^viduals, when it could not be d^ter- 
jnined whether it was a cross, a grey, or a tri- 
coloured fox, excepting by the presence of white on 
the abdomen. The specimen which served for our 
notes and drawing was a large aifll strong-limbed 
fox ; his aspect not corresponding with the red ani- 
mal in the Menagerie of the Zoological Society, 
the eyes being less sunk, and the head not so round. 
The forehead, bacjc, and thighs, were of a mixed 
yellow, black, and white, forming a grey like the 
colour of a hare ; *the nose, as far as the eyes, was 
Mack ; from tlie nape, along the back to the tail, 
ran a black streak, distinctly crossed at the shoul- 
ders with another, but not descending more than 
half 'v^ay on each side ; from this bar forward to the 
'back of the ears, mid the ears themselves (exclusive 
of the tips, which were black), .the fur was bright 
fulvous ; this colour reappeared agmn on the edge 
of the buttocks and upper suifime of the tail, where 
it formed foni;, distinct large spots ; the inside of 
the ears, the cheeks, Hps, jaws, and the tip of the 
tail, white; the throat, breast^ abdomen, feet, 
insifk of tite thighs, under surface of the tail, upper 
part of the root, a ring at base, and the s^arations 
between the rod spots above werO^sooty black. 

In other the back and shoulders had 

80 much of bladfi eoloar, as well as the tail, that 
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but little fulvous remained, and in some the grey 
was Uuish-ash, and spread to the throat and belly. 

The Siher Fox (V. argentatus), appears to be 
the ultimate deviation from the typical colour, of 
the red fox, of which^4 deemed to be a variety. 
When adult, and in prime fur, it is entirely deep 
glossy black, with a silvery grizzle on the forehead 
and on the Hanks, passing upwards to the rump, 
and occasionalfy there is a white spot on the breast* 
This variety is extremely rare, and the skins sell 
considerably higher than tboS6%>f any other colour. 
It is found in the same latitudes as the red. Both 
varieties are kept in the Zoological Gardens, Lon- 
don. • • ‘ 

The Little Fox (C. velong, 8Ay.)*-In examining 
the immense collection of peltry in the stores Of Mr. 
Astor, at New Xork, bundles of skins of reddish 
foxes, strung together by the heads, always showed 
a few of the number considerajdy surpassing toe 
rest in length, their hind feet hanging full six 
inches lower; both kinds wore, however, nearly 
of the same colour, and both had their tails tapped 
with white. , Astor stoted, that th^e ^as a 
species much larger than the eoBimon fox, which 
we then took to be identical 'with toe European, 
and concluded toe larger to be new^ and a genuine 
American animal# ^ In the Paris Museum there is a 
red fox fron^ New Ydrk^ figured by Mr. Frederick 
Cuvier, and somewhat difierent from Dr. Richard- 
son's V.fulme^ probably a variety of latitude only ; 
but the smafler species can be no other than toe 
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C. of Mr. Say. Mr. Bartram likewiBO bo- 
tices a teA fox in Florida, distinct, it would appear, 
from the former, by the fur being entity of one 
colour. 


THE TEI-COLOURED FOX. 

V. emer^ ErXlbb.*^ 

PLA«'E xxm. 

There exists csunsiderable confusion iii the descrip- 
tion of the species of the more southern foxes. If 
commentators on d'Azara^s notice of Guarachay 
may be credited, the tri-coloured fox is found in 
Paraguay; Therefore at this moment before us 
drawings of three Tery distinctly marked foxes, all 
hearing the same name ; two having for eynonims 
the words Cams Aza/rm. Prince Maximihans 
figure^diffeis from that publiBhec|[ by Mr. Darwin, 
and neither are ^Hke the drawing in the Prince of 
Nassau's collection, nor are they similair to two 
.Aguaias drawn by ourselves ; and all are very dif- 
ferent from the tri-cobured fox, of which we before 
stated that there are again tnany varieties of colour 
appiummatllig &e dross-fox in diffef^t giadarions, 
and th^ ^ individiials corresponding to the de- 
scription are rare ; whatever be these varia- 
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tioii|i9 they never assume the liveries of any Aguara, 
and they are, by their pupils being elliptica!, true 
foxelS, wanderers in the dark ; while the others aare 
only crepuscular. 

The specimen from which we took our drawing 
was equal in size to the cross-fox, and very like it 
in form ; both had the back of the ears, excepting 
the tips, fulvous, and that colour spread over the 
neck to the shK^ulders ; but in the present animal 
the fulvous passed quite round the deck, covered 
also the whole^f the upp^ fore^legs and the joints 
of the hind legs, *mixed in a delicate tinge on the 
flank, belly, and anterior p^ of the thigh, and 
formed the under part of the tail to the very tip ; 
the inside of the ears, the lips, cheeks, .throat, and 
breast, were pure white ; and tl|e nose, forehead, 
back, shoulders, hams, and upper surface of the 
tail, a beautiful silver-grey ; on the edges of the 
buttocks and tip of the tail nearly pure white; be- 
neath the eyes these was a faint rufous mark, and 
on each side of the nose a small black steeak ; the 
fulvous on the neck, limbs, and ears, contrasted 
strongly with the grey and black, ncme o# the 
colours blending dkeepting^ at the ^sides and belly, 
where the appearance had almost a coppery metallic 
lugrf^e. 

This fox is a native of the United States, and 
may extend into Mexico, but is not found in South 
America that we know of. It is said to have the 
pow^s and propensitiite of the other varieties af 
North America. 
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THE GREY FOX 

V. cmBftut, 

PLATE XXII* 

There are doubts inspecting this anirnars existence ; 
it may be considered a variety of the foregoing, 
where the fulvous, is .altogether obliterated; but as 
the ideas regarding it depend upon Catchy's figure, 
and vve<believe that figure is copied from the wood- 
cut of the commoi(^ fox inOesner, it is probable that 
the colouring is from memory, and that, instead of 
being entirely of a silvery grey, the smaller details 
respecting the ears and feet, &c. were overlooked 
or forgotten. .We have seen many skins of what 
might have been called grey foxes, but all were 
referrible to the tri-coloured, or the cross-fox. , A 
stufiM fox, lately observed in a shop at Pl3rmouth, 
and which we e^mine^ may h^prosent the cine- 
reus ; the specimen is of the ordinary size, densely 
furred, with the nose, forehead, temples, nape, 
shoulders, .back, flanks, hams, and base of tail, of 
a uniform sepia and white-grey ; the lips, cheeks, 
throat, and belly, pure white ; the back of the ears, 
a crescent beneath the throat, bright fiilvouS ; the 
upper arms, anterior e^e of the thigh, and tail to- 
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war^ the tip, dull rufous, the tip itself black, and 
the ^t 'sepia brown ; but we are inclined to refer 
this 4o a variable fox, whose winter fur is white, 
and the tip of the tail alone black. 

TJjLQ Brant Fox of Pennsylvania, described by 
Pennant, belongs also to the races with a black tip 
to the tail. It is scarcely half the size of the common 
fox, with a black nose, the head much sharper than 
in that animal /the space round the eyes is ferru- 
ginous ; the forehead and upper surface of the body 
black, mixed with red and ash dblour, the ash co- 
lour predominating; the tail is black above, red 
beneath, and ash-coloured at the sides. 

We contiudo the notice of the foxes, by men- 
tioning an animal of Iceland which may n«>t be a 
canine ; it is known on the spot by the name of 
Grastofur^ and considered to he a fox, although it 
does not molest either lambs or ptarmigan, and 
feeds on the roots of grasses, on the angelica and 
other vegetable substances. Being harmless in ha- 
bits, the inhabitants take no pains to hunt it, and 
the shepherds do not even allow their dogs to worry 
.it.* , • 

* See Nemnioh Polyglot dor Natur in yoce Canis Vulpes. 
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SUB-GENUS IV.— AGRIODUS.* , 




Remarkable for an additional^tootb in both jaws, not found in 
any other species US dog. 


Mr. Frederick Guyier, commouting on the den- 
tition of dogs, had already observed, that there are 
occasionally additional molars, or tubercular teeth, 

* We are indebted to the kindness of O. R. Waterhouse, 
Esq. for the figure of the skull, and several important notes on 
the Canidse in general, «and this species us particular. 
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on^one or the other sides of the jaws ; but the ani- 
mal /forming the type of the present sub-genus, 
although in external appearance rcsenibling a fox, 
and, in the^great development of the cars, assimi- 
latjng with the Magahtes^ differs from both, and 
from all the known Cemidw^ by having in »thc 
upper jaw seven molars, and in the lower eight ; of 
these throe are false molars, and four have the 
crown formed ^nto real grinders ; below, the false 
molars arc four, then follows a small imperfect car- 
nassier, and behind it three tubercular teeth ; the 
canines are slender, and, along with the incisors, 
inclined forward. The skulLlias a long plane pro- 
file, is nearly destitute of an interparietal ridge, 
but marked with two broad temporal rirjges, one 
on each side, extending from the post orbital pro- 
cess to the occiput, and run almost parallel to 
each other ; one may be seen in the profile of the 
skull, above represented. The toes are in ijumber, 
form, and position, as in foxes. The anomalous 
character of the teeth indicates the food of the 
Agriodus to differ considerably from that of other 
Canidot^ and no doubt the manners of the ^ccies 
are equally influenced by this confqpnation. These 
considerations induced us to prefer the name here 
assigned to the sub-genus to that of Megalotis, 
which Illiger originally bestowed upon the Fennecs, 
and whicli, in truth, expresses their preeminent 
distinction. The sub-genus Agriodus appears to 
be essentially Austral, or proper tb tlie southern 
hemisphere, and at present ,it contains but one 
species, 
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Agriodus auritus^ Nob. ; Megalotis Lalandii, Ham. Smith : 

Cams magalotis^ 

PLATE XXIII * 

First figured by us in Mr. Griffith’s edition of 
Cuvier s “ Animal Kingdom,” and then considered 
as a Mogalotis. The animal seems to have been 
noticed by Sir John Barrow, but M. de Lalande 
first sent its spoils to Europe from the ’Cape of Good 
Hope. In size, the Agriodus is eqiial to an European 
fox ; the ears are very broad, and little shorter than 
the head, open, erect, folded at the edges, and some- 
what square in figure; they are whitish within, 
grey at the back, and edged with black, bordered 
by white on the inner surface ; the head is round, 
the muzzle rather obtuse, blackish on the nose and 
cheeks; the foiehead, neck, shoulders, and hams, 
dark slaty-grey, with a slight intermixture of buff ; 
the throat and breast dirty whitish-grey ; the limbs 
black ; the tail nearly as long as that of a fox, and 
forming a brush little less dense, but coarser in tex- 
ture. and in colour slaty-grey, paler beneath, and 
marked with throe black spots on the upper surface, 
and a black tip. The manners of the species we 
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artf unacquainted with, hut on reconsidering what 
w^ave stated of the Abyssinian Tokla, we suspect 
the jL aumtus^ or a second species of this sub- 
genus, may have been intended. 


. . SUB-GENUS V.— LYCAON. 

• • 

The Dutch colonists of the Cape of Good Hope 
liaviug applied the name of yolf to the spotted and 
villous hysena, found, that in the wilderness there 
were other animals like canines, and among them 
confounded the species which forms the type of the 
present subdivision under the name of “ wilde 
honden and we Sesignated by the name of Lycaon, 
from the time when the late Mr. Joshua Brooks, at 
our suggestion, adopted it in the arrangements of 
his Museum For, knowing that in the CafFrariaii 
dialects, Likme denoted a dog, a wild canine, and 
finding the Lycaon of Ethiopia, in Solinus, destribed 
as an animal with*a maned neck, and marked with 
many colours, while Pliny says the*Lycaon changes 
colour ; the first seemingly confounding the Lycaon 
pictus with a true hyaena, and the secoud indicating 
a beast of prey liable to change its fur in particular 
seasons, as this animal is known to do in Ethiopia, 
while both adopt that name of which the African 
form is still indigenous. We thought these notices, 
supported by the existence olF the species on the 
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Nile, sufficient warrant for making use of the ahdve 
distinctive appellation. In describing the ma^iff 
race, and in other paragraphs, we har/e likewise 
pointed out the probabilities that congeners, or im- 
mediately osculating species, existed, and possibly 
riiay still be found in Asia, nor are we completely 
satisfied that the Cape, the Nigritian, and the 
Ethiopic animals are all the sanf&; but whether 
they be of one or several, their common characters 
are, — size, inferior to a mastiff ; head short, trun- 
cated ; mouth broad ; dentition very strong, and 
similar to dogs, but with the central incisors some- 
what displaced, and the cheek teeth mo^c closely 
together j snout and muzzle black; cars large, 
rounded, erect; neck rather long and stiff; body 
short; limbs highest before, slender; tail short, 
pendulous, inflexible; four toes on all the feet; 
pupil of the eyes round ; mammee ten ? fur short, 
close, marbled with black and white upon a white 
or buff ground ; the throat black, and a streak of 
the same passing over the forelicad to the nape. 

TIksc animals are gregarious, hunting in troops 
or packs, having an excellent *^cent and no less 
piercing sight ; they are fleet in pursuit, active in 
springing, and scarcely stationary, roaming over a 
groat surface of the country, equally familiar with 
the forest, the plain, and the mountain ; they do 
not burrow, and extend over the whole of Africa 
south of the Zahara, and along the Nile, probably 
through a part of Arabia to the Euphrates, and 
even further eastward to the Indu^ ; at least the 
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-mejition of a spotted wild dog reported to exist in 
the jfbuthem mountains of Persia may refer to a 
'LyvsLOTi, The Marafeen of Ethiopia is, we think, 
the animal of Solinus before noticed, and the Tarafle 
of jyiadagascar, the Impompo of Sofala, Mebbia of 
Congo, and Maipu of some tribes of Caffraria. It 
is also to a Lycaon, or a congener, that the ancient 
name of panther is most applicable ; and the canine 
tigers of Nearchus,* the wild progenitors of the 
lndi& race of spotted dogs, must refer to the Jungle 
Koola, described among the Lycfbci, or to a species 
of the present form. 

The Marafeen, we arc told by an attentive and 
erudite obfiervert (taking it to be the hyaena of 
Ethiopia), is figured in the sculptures of *Eg3T)t, 
and may be the Chaus of Pliny, “ Effigie lupi, 
pardorum maculisi* He describes the animal .-is 
gregarious, not solitary, preying in preference upon 
asses, but when pressed by hunger devouring Stand- 
ing com and dourra, and the female often whelping 
in com fields. 

The Mebbia of Congo, in the travels of F, Zjjchi, 
is described as a i^ild species of dogs resembling 
hounds, assembling in numbers of thirty or forty, 
hunting and attacking all kinds of q^admpeds. j; 

* Sec Arrian de reb. Ind. Oppian also says of his Thoes, 
that they resembled wdves in form and panthers in colours. 

+ Wilkinson's Egypt. 

+ We liave reason to conclude that the M^bia, here oon- 
fbunded with Lycaon, is, from information lately obtained, a 
real Clirysous, and |hou]d have been classed with that group. 
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Bosnian, under the name of Jackals of Commafiy 
and Aquambo, as tall or taller than sheep, hdidng 
spotted coats, a large and flat head, and very lohg 
teeth and claws, and with powers to spring upon 
high walls, evidently alludes to the Lycaon ; and 
the name itself, Mobbia, sounds as if it were an 
imitation of a frequent tremulous and jabbering 
voice, which wc have heard the anmal utter when 
expressing impatient desire. ^ 

The spotted wild dogs of the Cape were indis- 
tinctly noticed by Spannan, Viscount Querhouent, 
Yaillant, and others ; but it was not until about the 
year 1814 or 1815 thdt a skin was brought to Eng- 
land from Western Africa, and we think first shown 
in Bidders Museum ; soon after, Mr. Howitt made 
a drawing of a living specimen in the Exeter Change 
collection of Mr. Cross. We kne^w not if this died, 
and the skin became the property of Mr. Bullock, 
but Mi*. Temminck, at the time of the sale of the 
London Museum, purchased the specimen, which 
he first described under the name of Hycma pkta 
in tl(^ Mem, de VAc, de BruxdlM, At that time 
there was another living in thq^ possession of Mr. 
Burchcl, whiclFwe saw often, and the late Joshua 
Brooks had then, or soon after, the indwidual upon 
which he established his genus Lycaon. Next, 
M. de Lalande brought a skin from the Cape, and 
about 1824, one or more were sent to the Frank- 
fort Museum, by M. Eiippel, from Upper Egjrpt. 
Having taken notes of the living, and drawings of 
all the specimens here mentioned, i^t resulted from 
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jcompariilg them that they were congeners, and 
thoitfh all differed in their markings and distribu- 
tio»r af colours, that they can hardly be distin- 
guished as*species; yet, when referring to the 
absolute canine characters ascertained by Zoologists, 
characters which the skins cannot afford, and in the 
living specimens were not accessible, we are some- 
what surprised that their attitudes, movements, 
voice, and aspdbt, while alive, should be so singu- 
larly* conformable with those of hysenas, and unlike 
the same in species of tniie canines. It was 
from these that both Mr. Burchel, who kept the 
animal thirteen months in a •stable-yard, and our- 
selves who repeatedly visited it, judged the affinity 
was more with the former than tho latter ;*and al- 
though there be* a rudiment of a fifth toe on the 
anterior carj)us, rho presence of two large and foetid 
glands beneath the tail, and tho doubtful question 
of the modus copulandi^ still approximates* them 
more to hymna than M. Eiippel seems disposed to * 
admit. 
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Hyma vena^^ Burcuxl. 

f 

PLATE XXIV. 

f* 

We: shall describe the Cape rariety first, because it 
was not only the firsl noticed, but its habits and 
manners are likewise best known. This 'toimal is 
in stature equal to a tall greyhound, very high on 
the legs in proportion to the length, and from the 
hind quarters standing somewhat crouched it ap- 
pears as if the fore legs were longest ; the head is 
broad, flat; the muzzle rather short, truncated, 
with the under jaw very prominent ; the ears large, 
oval, erect, black on the external surface, naked 
on the internal, and with a pencil of upright white 
hairs at the opening ; the neck is straight, with the < 
throat slightly maned, bearing the head, like in the 
hyaena, apparently stiff, and, when running, it seems 
to wag from side to side ; the back straight ; the 
haunches gathered up, and the tail held out with a 
sort of occasional convulsiYe shake at the extre- 
mity; the abdomen full; the limbs as slender as 
in the greyhound, bending with a great angle at the 
joints, and well covered with hair. The colour is 
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ail qphraceous, excepting some white on the breast, 
a spq/ on the neck, a second on the shoulders, a 
third on the loins, and a fourth at the crupper, all 
bound in a black edging ; similar black wavy streaks 
on the shoulders, on the ^^ks, hams, joints, and 
middle of the tail, the end being white. The whole 
muzzle and cheeks black, the colour passing up- 
wards between the eyes to the nape, and downwards 
on the tjiroat, and a small wliite spot under each 
nostril on the front of the upper lip. Such were 
the markings o^ this individual : ^ut that of M. de 
Lalande was distinguished by a considerable increase 
of the black spots, these extending in broad surfaces 
over the abflomen, and even on the toes. 

The specimen was fastened to a long chain at- 
tached to a post. * It ran with great lightness back- 
wards and forwards^ came boldly towwds spectators, 
with the whimpering voice before noticed. His 
keeper never could venture within the gripe ef the 
animal ; and a dog given to it as a companion could 
indeed play with it, but as the chain only extended 
so far that they could meet, one step backwards 
•placed it out of danger. It was a male. 

According to Mr. Burchel, these hj/caonteB hunt 
in packs both by day and night, committing at times 
considerable depredations on sheep, but attacking 
cattle only by surprise, and then invariably biting 
off their tails. Bepeated attempts have been made 
by the Cape colonists to tame the young whelps 
occasionally taken or found abandoned, but always 
without success their ferocity increasing with 
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their growth, till it was found necessary to, kill 
them. 

Lycaon pictm, (Cams pictus, Temm.) — Whether 
the painted Lycaon be distinct, or a yariety of loca* 
tion and clin^ate, for the §ake of clearness we believe 
it best to describe it separately. This race is the 
Simir of Kordofan, and described by Riippel as 
three feet two and a half inches long, the tail cnc 
foot three inches and three-fourths, the ears four 
inches eight lines, and the height at the shoulder 
one foot ten inch^i. 

If the stuffed skin and published figure pourtray 
the outline of the living animal, the Simir would 
really represent a wild hound without the least ap- 
proximation to the hymna, so conspicuous in the 
Cape animal, and M. Riippel seems never to have 
been struck by this appearance; consequently we 
might believe the Kordofan^variety so far differ- 
ent, if we did not find the Marafeen^ which we 
take to be the same, considered by the Arabs as an 
hysena. In the present race the disposition of the 
colours varies as in the former, with every indivi- 
dual, excepting about the hea^, neck, and tip of* 
the tail, where, as before, black occupies the muz- 
zle to the eyes, a streak of it passes over the fore- 
head to the nape, and from the under jaw forms 
another streak beneath the ears towards the shoul- 
der; these marks are upon a pale tawny, which 
passes in clouds over the body and limbs, generally 
edged in with black : but on the Simir there ap- 
pears a much greater proportion of w;hite, particularly 
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aboyt the abdomen and limbs, than in the Cape 
race, T?ind the white of the tail is always divided 
froA the rufous at its base by a broad blackish 
space. This variety becomes hairless at the period 
changing the fur, and when old, remains aJtoge- 
IhcT naked. M. Riippel encountered these animals 
in the wilderness of Korti and the deserts of Kor- 
dofan, where they hunt in packs, form ambushes 
in the vicinity of springs to surprise antelopes, and 
when* pressed by hunger they will attack man, on 
which account 4hey are feared bj^the natives. 

The specimens we took for Me))bia (which are 
red canines) were two skins •only ; they appeared 
to indicate Animals, in proportion, with larger bodies, 
shorter and much stronger legs; their fur iVttl* fur- 
nished, of simila/ colours, but with few insulated 
white spots edgect with black, the white being 
without borders, and the black broad, indifferently 
passing on the white and the black, particflilarly 
upon the nape, across the rump, and obliquely over 
the shoulder ; the abdomen rufous. 


(iENUS IL-r-HYiENA.* 


Although, in zoological arrangement, seveitf other 
digitigrade Camassiers may be interposed between 
the true CmidoB and the present group, we may, 
* See Engravingiiof SkuH, Pig. 1, Plate XXXL, Vol. I. 
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nevertheless, for our present purpose, be permjtteil 
to place them in juxta position, and by clositig the 
volume with the genus Pi'oteh^ restore the linhsof 
the chain to the Viverrine family of Civets and 
Byzaenas. . 

The hyaenas, according to the system of Linnaeus, 
were included in his, genus Canis, but they differ 
widely in many respects from the more strictly con- 
sidered Canidas. They form a ^oup of species 
singularly coarse and ferocious in character,' >\ith 
sanguinary and r^olting habits, wrth constitutions 
seemingly capable of resisting the extremes of tem- 
peratures, the most noxious states of the atmosphere, 
and adapted to gorge on the grossest minimal sub- 
8tance«s alive, fresh or * corrupted, 

great and small, being alike devoured by them. If 
the genus be now comparatively.not numerous, and 
confined at present to iegions 'within or near the 
torrid zone, there was a period, in the interme- 
diate time of the existence of organised beings, when 
the hyaena appears to have been universally spread 
over the great surface of the old world; for, al- 
though the debris of great fclinm, and of bciirs, are, 
likewise discorered in the deluvian strata and ca- 
verns of our present period, they bear no compari- 
son, in point of numbers or extent, to the immense 
quantity of fossil remains of hyaenas ( H. spelea ) 
spread through the earth, from Great Britain to 
Tibet, as if they had been appointed almost the 
sole consumers of mastodons, elephants, tapirs, and 
the great ruminanija of that peri<^ ; the marks of 
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•their teeth being stiLl found upon the bones. These 
an&que hyaenas do not however exhibit in their 
remains proportions much surpassing the present, 
they scarcely exceed the larger races now occupying 
Africa, and to that quarter of the world, in the 
present zoological distribution, their centre of ex- 
istence seems to have been originally confined. The 
extension of their habitat to the high mountains of 
Central Asia anti to the Bosphorus, may be a result 
of gi^dual progress in following the march of armies 
and caravans :j it is a consequoni|e of their ability to 
sustain heats, droughts, and all the various priva- 
tions of the wilderness, and being provided with a 
temperament the most enduring, a hide peculiarly 
hard^ with jaws and tcieth of such strength that they 
break the shin bone of an ox with the utmost facility, 
and, moreover, acting often in concert, they dread 
neither the presence of th|||ion or the tiger, and stand 
in awe of man only in the^j-time. Their stiaicture 
is equally repulsive ; with a large truncated head set 
on a protruded and stiff neck, with high for<{ legs, 
a short body, and low hind quarters, a long bristly 
mane ranging from the nape to the tail, ancT that 
organ itself short altd ill-formed, a ^allowing gait, 
great personal uncleanness, and a horrible voice : 
no beast of the forest offers a more disgusting or 
frightful aspect ! Nor is this impression diminished 
by their maliguant eyes in the day light, when the 
pupil assumes an elli|)tical form above and a rounded 
below, nor in the dark, when it gleams like burn- 
ing sulphur : the very ornament^ of dark stripes or 



KY^NA. 


272 

spots upon their fur add to our dislike, and the offen-r 
sive odours of their carrion breath, with exhalations 
from the glandular pouch beneath the tail, complete 
the character. By nature they are the scavengers of 
the desert, the forest, and of the sandy beach, feed- 
ing on dead carcases of elephants or whales ; prone 
to attack horses, asses, and domestic cattle ; devour- 
ing dogs, seizing isolated camels, sometimes iilling 
their stomachs with farinaceous vegetables, but al- 
ways solicitous to roam in burying places, and dig 
out the dead.* ^1 these qualities combined, were 
the cause of the mysterious and awful opinions the 
ancients promulgated respecting the hyaena. They 
were taught to believe that the species v'as herma- 
phrodite, and changed sex at stated periods, being 
alternately the hysena or the trochas* That to de- 
ceive mankind they could imitatf the human voice : 
and in Abyssinia it is averred, that a caste of 
iron-snelters and smiths possess the mysterious 
power of changing their persons into the aspect of 
hyasnas, and perpetrate all the demon wonders that 
were formerly ascribed in Europe to the Wehr 
wolf !* Hence the hyasna is the Dub, Dubbah, 
Dabah, Zabah^ &c, of the Semitic nations, all de- 
noting a dark and sinister being. Possessed of the 
most powerful teeth, it requires dogs of no ordinary 

* Wc tJiink it is Mr, Bruce who mentions that one, or seve- 
ral acting together, had dragged a dead camel in the course of 
the night above a mile distanoe from the caravan; an instance 
of single strength or combined intelligence almost exceeding 
belief. <» 
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>courage to grapple with them in the chase, and if 
their speed was great, they would seldom fail escap- 
ing into cov^r : for woe to him who unarmed ven- 
tures to arrest them in front. A near relative of 
ours unthinkingly intercepted one *in his flight 
towards a jungle, hut the animal immediately 
sprang at his horse, pulled it down by the nose, 
and before the ,ridcr could recover, passed on and 
escaped.* They burrow in jackal-earths, or occupy 
caveiTis in certain seasons; bu^ in general, little 
aflPected by the sun, they pro\A upon the desert, 
.sometimes scratching the saiyd up for a slight shel- 
ter. Their ferocity is not entirely untameabje : we 
have seen the sjmtted species actually pleas:?.. with 
caresses. In the french collection at the Jardin des 
Plantes, another of the same species was familiar 
with her keeper, hut capriciously hostile to other 
persons. Sir J. Barrow, in his journey, says^ even, 
that it had been tamed in the district of the Sneeuw ' 
bergeii, where it w^as considered more serviceable 
for the chase than the dog, and fully equal to that 
animal in courage and fidelity. We suspe<4 the 
assertion here made»rcfers to the Lycaon venatiews^ 
and that the results were magnified by the traveller s 
informant. 

So little was the form of these animals understood 
when the older Zoologists published their w'ritings, 
that the most fanciful figures were invented and 
^ engraved in their works, all intended to pourtray 
the 'descriptions of the ancients, although Busbe- 
quius and Kadmpfer had fully recognised it in 

VOL. II. • “ 
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Gesner, who, without being aware of the ideTitHty, 
or misled by Bolon, gave one, by no means ill 
executed, under the name of Lvpm marinm. ** 
The distinctive cliaractcrs of the genus, in addi- 

tion to those already enumerated, are: incisors 

canines -J— molars = 34; the inferior 

1 — 1 4 — 4 

incisors on a single line, canines exc9edingly strong ; 
the superior cheek-teeth on each side thrive, jr^oiii- 
cal, blunt, large h^se molars, one enonnous car- 
nassier outwards t/icuspidate, on the inside forwards 
with a small tubercl^, — and a tuberculous tooth * 
the inferior cheek-teeth similarly formed^ hut wntli 
the t^vV^rculous wanting, the carrmssicr bicuspidate, 
and no tubercular process. The {pngue is covered 
with horny papillm; the eyes with irides vertical 
above and circular below ; the Vars long, pointed, 
very open, erect ; all the feet four-toed, w ith strong 
but not retractile claws fit for digging ; after-quarter 
lower than the shoulders, and depressed ; ghindu- 
lous pouch beneath the tail ; tail short, little move- 
able f mammas only four. Hycenas exist in every 
part of Africa, and of Southenr, and Middle Asia, 
fipom the Bospnorus through Persia, on the south of 
the Himalayas to the west hank of the Burham- 
pootra, but not farther to the east, according to Mr. 
Crawfurd.* The most common in Africa is 

The Spotted Hywna (H. crocuta). — ^This species 
is little inferior in size to the largest striped hyamas. 
A specimen now in the Plymouth Museum liiea- 
♦ Crawford's to the C^ort of Ava. 
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» sures from the nose to the tail four feet seven indies, 
and induding the tail five feet eight inches; the 
li^ad alone is eleven and a half inches. As these 
animals stand in height at the shoulder about lialf 
their total length, we maj estimate the stature at 
above thirty inches : dimensions nearly equal to the 
largest hysenas of Abyssinia. The byname of Capemis 
given to this species by Desmarets, after Ei*xleben 
had already jfi-omulgated that of Croctita, appears 
to he the more improper, because the species ex- 
tends to Guimsti, and on the eal^ coast to the iiorth- 
'wanl of Zofila. In form this species greaf ly resembles 
^ the striped hymna, but the Bead is broader and flat- 
ter, the muzzle fuller, and the eyes still nearer the 
nose ; the mane is not long or very r<nnaikablc, and 
the general colour is a dirty ochry-groy, marked 
nith small round^'ipots of a hroivn colour, and not 
very ahuiidant ; the muzzle, up to tlie cy(‘s, and the 
lover limbs arc sooty ; the interior face of tile limbs 
dirty white ; and llic tail and terminal tuft are with- 
out spots, and dark. 

This species does not burrow, but readily occu])ics 
earths made by other animals, or retreats into ca- 
verns or other places for shelter : ii moves little by 
day, hut quests in jbhe darkest nights, and then will 
enter farms, and even the streets of towns, to satiate 
its hunger. 

In Baron Cuvier s Eeckerc/ies mr les Ossmnent 
JPosdles d'llyrtnesj mention is made of a rufous 
h};aena ( H, rvfa hut the notice contains only tlie 
remark that it^is spotted like tlie Crocuta; instead 
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of brown upon a greyish ground, the colours are 
black upon rufous, and the etirs, equalling those of 
the striped hyaena, arc ashy. 

The Striped Hi/mia (H. vulgaris, Desm.) — No 
less remarkable for similar ferocious qualities with 
the last mentioned, is, with slight variety of form, 
stature, and colours, spread over the whole ot 
Southern Asia as far as the east of Bengal, and 
Northern Africa to Morocco and AByssinia. The 
largest variety is * 

r 


THK IIY.ENA OP ATBAR^, Bruce, 

Jlycena vulgaris^ Var. 

•■The Cunis hya^uomelas of earlier Zoologists, 

PLATE XXVI. 

The total length of one measured by Bruce was 
five feet nine inches to the tail, and the height at 
the shoulder three feet seven inches. The fur is 
but slightly lined by a woolly under-coat, and the 
upper is long, rank, and coarse, from the nape to 
the tail, not particularly abundant on the neck and 
flanks, and veiy long and stiff, in the form of a 
mane along the ridge of the back. The specimen 
we saw was smallei, although a large animal, en* 
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* tirely of a dirty ochraceous colour, transvcreely 
barred with several blackish steaks, the broadest 
dh the shoulders and haras; the tail, forming a scanty 
brush about ten inches long, was dark at the base 
and white at the tip ; the face covered with short 
hair, sooty from the nose to the eyes ; and the limbs, 
similarly covered, had numerous blackish rings up- 
on them ; thenars broad and long arc pointed, and 
dar]|: om the outside. 

There is reason to believe ^is variety to be the 
a'oeuta of the ancients, whose jiivs were filled ivith 
^one continued tooth, and notwithstanding the powers 
possessed by it, Bruce relates no facts to show there 
is much disposition to attack mankind, buf^On the 
contrary, provc^ that it roamed about with the pre- 
cautions of a thie vi ng jackal. W e figure this variety 
from the specimciTs sent to bVankfort by M. Ruj>pel. 

The Facasse of Madagascar is said to^ be an 
hymna: ])ut no recent notice occurs in the narra* 
tives and private papers within our reach "where the 
animal is mentioned. 

The Ilymna of Persia cfnd India (Kaft^r and 
' Hoondar of these# countries) is not larger than a 
powerful dog ; it has the snout fuller and shorter 
than the former, the ears in proportion larger, and 
equally pointed. They are of a dull purple, the 
long hair more abundant, and the colour a dirty 
whitish with black bars. The same variety, under 
the name of Dubbah^ is found in Arabia and Syria : 
th€ Turks name it Dahha, 

Another, evidently of this race, is 
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THE NAKED HYiENA OF THE DESERTS 
OF NUBIA, 

JlyoMa vtHgaris, 

^ATE XXVII. 

This race is small an^ gaunt, entirely destitute 
hair, excepting the mane on the ridge of the neck 
and The bare skin is of a purpfish black, 

the body is short, and the tip of tl\^e tail is furnished 
Tidth a smiill brush. 

A fourth variety is 


THE BRmVN HY/ENA, 
* llycsna fwsoa^ 

Of tlic Paris Museum. 

PLATE XXVIII. 


This race is in size rather higher than a large dog, 
but proportionally ^shorter of body. In form it is 
similar to the first, but the muzzle is buff 'with a 
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* ^lack-ridge on the nose ; the sides scantily supplied 
with very coarse long hair of an ashy huff colour, 
^how indistinct bars broader and more obliterated 
tlian in the former, and the mane on the back is 
entirely of a dark sepia colour ; the tail is long and 
dark. We suspect this animal to be the Faadh of 
Shaw : but if this be the case, it is singular that 
the residence^ of this variety should not have been 
rccogiysed by the French naturalists, for tlie speci- 
men is without an habitat, ^t may be questioned 
whether thil animal is not i%ore nearly allied to 
^ the next 


THE STRAND IfYTENA. 

U, villoia^ Smith. 

PLATE ikXIX. 

• 

Strand Wolf, Strand Jut of the^utch colonists 
at the Cape, is a distinct species, in nonage alone 
resembling the common, and from that circumstance 
formerly mistaken for it. This animal is however 
considerably smaller, measuiing only about four 
feet from the nose to the end of the tail, and tw'o 
fefet four inches in height at^ the shoulder. The 
back forms themstial inclined plane of other hyasnas ; 
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the fore quarters are also, as in others, more robust^ 
the forehead is deep, slightly convex, and the nose 
is similarly curved and truncated, the whole e 1 
being covered with short rigid hair of black, , 
and reddish brown colours, forming a kind of gi ; ; 
the irides are dark brown, the pupils vertical, S 0 i-.e- 
times linear, sometimes oval; the ears are erect, 
pointed, rather long, covered on both sides ivith 
reddish white down, with a ivhite tuft of haii^in the 
opening ; the chin and sides of the lips blackish ; 
the upper part of th*' throat black ; fasciculi of long 
dark hairs issue from several warty centres on the 
sides of the checks and over the eyes ; the hair of 
the nbck is long and shaggy ; the sides of the nock 
to the shoulders are dirty yellow, ^and the breast 
and inner surface of the Umbs paler dirty yellow ; 
from the occiput along the back and upon the sides 
the colour is dirty tawny grey, with a great number 
of irregular blackish spots or oblique stripes, some- 
times nearly effacing the lighter colours ; the base 
of the tail dirty tawny, more whitish towards the 
tip; th^ outside of the 'limbs are whitish, with a 
number of narrow blackish half rpgs. 

This species,^ less powerful than the H, crocuta, 
is less dangerous to mankind and to large cattle, 
devouring only sheep and smaller animals. In 
manners it is treacherous and exceedingly mistrust- 
ful, slothful by day, hut active in the night, rejoicing 
in rain, licking the blood and rollmg over the body 
of his prey, concealing the superfluous parts ; foad 
of appropriating evS'j thing in hisoreach and car- 
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*ryjng it. to his retreat ; often preferring bones to 
flesh, breaking them small ‘and licking out the 
nmerow, extending a fatty substance by rubbing thc 
nates against wood or stone, and then licking it up, 
particularly after every meal. These are habits 
%^hich were observed by Dr. Smith upon one he 
kept in confineme^jt. 


GENUS III.— PSOTELES. 

This genus is as yet very imperfectly known, but 
forms an interm^iate link between hyasnas and 
viverras, by the fore legs with five toes ’ (the fifth 
being short and placed high), and the head narrowed 
and more pointed, approximating the Civet's; by 
the high and slender legs, resembling dogs; and by 
the mane on the neck and back, the sliort hard 
brush, and even by the* stripes on the body,#ndi- 
^dating an alliance yith hycenas. The dentition is 
not as yet fully known, because the* specimen ob- 
served had only three small false molars, and a 
diminutive tubercular back molar, as if in this case 
the teeth had not come to perfection, as often hap* 
pens with Civets. The only species known is 
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Vivcrra 7ip(Puoid?s, Cic,'. 


if 


PLATE XXX. 

[By mistake named LaJaudo's Agriodu.^] 


The individual was shot by M. do Lalande during Lis 
travcis in Caffrarui. The skull represented an in- 
termediate form between a dog and a Civet ; the mo- 
lars of the upper jaw, four on each side, were small, 
the three first having only a single point, and the 
fourth being a small tubercular tooth ; below there 
were only three cheek-teeth, the first with a single 
poir^t, the two othersr^one with a |K>int and a small 
process, and the other with two points and a pro- 
cess. The f&i'm of the animal 'ivas that of a dimi- 
nutive hyaena, with a small head and long legs ; 
the nose resembled a dog s ; the fore feet had five 
toes and the hmd feet four ; the colour was a yellow 
ashy grey, wdth six or seven black bunds passing 
obliquely down the body, and three sraalleo on the 
shoulder ; the tail a brush of dark hairs, and black 
mane on the back.' In weight thj^ animal does not 
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ex<;ecd. a common fox. All that is known of its 
manners is, that it frequents clefts of rocks. 

•HcrewitU we terminate the history of digitigrade 
carnassiers belonging to the canine family'or allied 
genera, without including in the series the new 
^enus Cf/nictls^ lately established by Mr. Ogilby: 
for although it appears, from the short notices 
published respecting two species, that they range 
betwecj^tlic dogs and Civets, and are intermediate 
between Proteles and Ilyzena, i^t having personally 
examined specimens, w'e are uinjprtain, but believe 
it belongs to the elongated^ group, and therefore 
should stand at the head of the Yiverrine genera. 

In conclusion, we may he permitted to* f@hiind 
the reader, that in the groups before described, spe- 
cific names hare been bestowed upon several animals 
which may proven to be only varieties or races of 
species, because, while the limits of w^hat consti- 
tutes a species remain unsettled, it was judged, in. 
doubtful cfises, preferable to point them out under 
distinct appellations, rather than leave their indica- 
tions mixed up with otheis under some cqpimon 
''hamc, often foon^ to conceal more than one spe- 
cies. In this manner, the objects are at least 
presented to the naturalist in a form that provokes 
his attention ' and invites comparison, whereas in 
the more generalised practice whole groups are 
liable to escape detection under the name of one 
alone. We hope likew^ise to have rendered a ser- 
viei!;/to science by the application of disjunctive 
names to groups, because by their means are avoid- 
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ed the poljnomic designations which hitherto 'tfere 
necessarily adopted, without producing a ji?nwia /ocis 
idea^ of the animal, or even of the group to whteh 
it' belongs. 

These conclusions are not the result of hasty 
conviction, as it is forty years since we first con^- 
menced to collect the materialv^upon which they 
are based. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Since the first part of the Work went to press, wo 
have been enabled, through the liberality of Mr. 
Warwick, of the Royal Srfrrey Zoological Gardens, 
to make a drawing and take notes from a skin of 
the wild dog of Sumatra, from which it appears 
that there is in several respects considerable dif- 
ferenej between thato^and the living individual 
described by the late General Hardwicke. This 
skin being thiye feet two inches from nose to tail, 
of which the head alone measuring nearly ten 
inches, shows an animal double the bulk of the 
living specimen, although the height at the shouU 
der cannot have exceeded seventeen inches, while 
the other was fourteen, and therefore in form it 
must have resembled Chryseut prtmmtu : its c»‘lbur 
was entirely of a, bright rufous orange, below pass- 
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'•ing into reddish-white; the lips and throat very 
pate; the legs strong and deep red, no additional 
toe on the hind feet; the eyes oblique, rather. near 
the muzzlet the dentition not powerful, ^but the 
after teeth in the skin were not visible ; the tip of 
the tail black and the claws brown, strong, and 
%^om; the pads^pf the toes full and naked, the 
rest of the feet fuired : it was a female ; the mam- 
mae not visible! Tliis species is therefore nearly 
allied ttXhc Dholes and wild Pariahs of India. 

Wc wish to^dd also, that weiiave lately learned, 
through information obtained from a Portuguese 
dfiicer who had visited the ihtcrior of Congo, that 
the jyiebbki, by us noticed along with Lycaon, 
should be classed along with the Chrysean group, 
having, we arc assured, a close red fur, a strong 
body, and low legs^ 

Wc may also observe, that the wild dog of Kc- 
maun, seen by Bishop Heber, appears to be the 
same as C/tryseus primwvus^ and that w^e see no 
reason to make any material modification in our 
views respecting the dogs ^ antiquity, singe we 
«havc met with Mr. Wilkinson s admirable work on 
the manners and cuttoms of the ancicRt Egyptians ; 
but it may be advisable to remark on our note in 
VoL I. p. 176, respecting the Shetb, that this active 
and careful observer merely learned that the Sheeb 
bad a round head and shaggy neck ; and mentions 
also the Aboo-mungar, which the Arabs described 
i> to be a Camassier, with a pointed nose like a^wolf, 
springing like a leopard, or rathefr like a dog, and 
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attacking cattle. These and several other notices of' 
little known species, attest the necessity of att(^- 
tive and particular descriptions, and are evidence gf 
bow mi^h there rer.>ains to be done, even in the 
confined field of C-inhi^ axkitnals. 








